SEPTEMBER 2022

CENTRAL ORGAN OF CPI(ML)

Rs. 25

25 Adivasi Homes Burnt Down Just Before
75th Anniversary of Independence Day
In the morning of August 13th 2022,
a large number of Van Suraksha
Samiti (Forest Protection Committee)
members burned down the houses of
Adivasi families in three tribal villages
in Odisha’s Nabarangpur district. They
also destroyed the maize crop by letting
loose cows and buffaloes in the fields.
More than 100 families earn their
livelihood by cultivating maize
in about 30 acres of land in the
villages of Kopasbhata, Sariabhata
and Lakhtipakhana in Navrangpur
districts. The Kondh tribal people, who reside in these villages have been cultivating in the
forest area for a long time, and they have been demanding 10 acres of forest land for each of
the 147 households as per the Forest Rights Act.
A month ago, the Adivasis had complained about the intimidation by the members of the
Van Suraksha Samiti, who had threatened to destroy the crops. Despite assurances from the
district authorities of doing no harm, the Van Suraksha Samiti went on a rampage on August
13th. Notably, the state government engages Van Suraksha Samiti members to protect forests
and promote conservation practices.
CPIML condemns this inhuman and unconstitutional act, and demands action against the
guilty persons and proper assessment of damage and compensation for the 25 Adivasi families
whose homes and crops have been destroyed. It’s a shame as the nation celebrates 75th year
of independence, Adivasis are under constant threat of violence and eviction for pursuing
their livelihood. n
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9-year-old Dalit boy Indra Meghwal

ar Ghar Tiranga. A tricolour on every roof. This 13-15 August call
of the Modi government was supposed to be the high point of the
official celebration of the 75th anniversary of India's independence,
the much publicised 'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav'. While the dominant media
was immersed in amplifying this campaign and PM Modi's 9th successive
Independence Day address from the ramparts of the Lal Qila, two news
items from Rajasthan and Gujarat came as the starkest statements about
the shape of things in today's India.
Indra Meghwal, a 9-year-old Dalit child studying at a Saraswati Vidyamandir
school in Surana village in Jalore District of Rajasthan, who was brutally
beaten up on 20 July by teacher Chail Singh allegedly for drinking water
from a pot 'reserved' for 'upper castes', succumbed to his injuries on 13
August. And two days later, even as Narendra Modi invoked women's power,
Nari Shakti, for India's development and called for zero tolerance for any
insult to women, the BJP government of Gujarat released all the eleven
convicts who had been sentenced to life imprisonment for the gang-rape
of Bilkis Bano and the murder of fourteen of her family members including
her three-year-old daughter in the post-Godhra pogrom. The release was
recommended by a committee packed with BJP leaders including the BJP
MLA from Godhra who certified the convicts as 'Brahmins, men of good
sanskaar'.
While caste atrocities have continued to haunt post-Independence India in
spite of a law to stop them and punish the perpetrators, what is happening
now is an escalation of anti-Dalit violence thanks to the enhanced sense
of entitlement and impunity among dominant caste groups in the wake of
the unprecedented political domination of the Sangh-BJP brigade. Hate
crimes against minorities, especially Muslims, are of course a central
component of the BJP’s Hindu supremacist politics and we have been
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Building a concerted
people’s

movement

to free India from the
clutches of this fascist
violence is the most
urgent task facing us
at the seventy fifth
anniversary of India’s
Independence.
witnessing an alarming increase
in the degree and scale of such
crimes over the last three decades
of BJP’s rise and especially since
the ascent of the Modi government
at the Centre. While crimes are
common, convictions have been
rather rare. The Bilkis Bano case
was one such rare case where the
CBI investigation monitored by the
Supreme Court led to conviction by
a Maharashtra trial court, which has
since been judicially upheld by the
Bombay High Court in May 2017 and
the Supreme Court in April 2019.
The remission has now been ordered
on the basis of a 1992 policy which
was changed in 2014, following
the December Delhi anti-rape
movement and the updated antirape legislation, to exclude rape
convicts from the scope of remission
of sentence. The amnesty policies
declared by the Modi government
during the 150th birth anniversary
of Gandhi and most recently to
mark the 75th anniversary of
India's independence specifically
ruled out any amnesty to convicts

Bilkis Bano's rape convicts greeted with sweets and garlands outside the Godhra jail.

sentenced for heinous crimes like
rape and murder. Since the trial had
taken place in Maharashtra, it was
mandatory to take the opinion of the
Maharashtra government and since
the investigation was done by the
CBI, the concurrence of the Union
government was also needed. The
remission order thus flies in the face
of all existing government policies
and judicial orders.
The Bilkis Bano case was one of
the rare cases associated with the
Gujarat genocide where some justice
was done. Bilkis was only nineteen
when the pogrom happened and
she and her entire family were
attacked while fleeing for safety.
She was five months pregnant and
was left for dead after being gangraped. Fourteen members of her
family including her mother, sister,
and three-year-old daughter were
all slaughtered by the attackers
who were from her own locality.
Bilkis had survived that trauma
and gone on to secure some justice
through a prolonged legal battle
fought with exemplary courage
and determination. The decision
to release the perpetrators of this
heinous crime on the very day free
India turned seventy-five is clearly
a deliberate move aimed at sending
out a chilling message to all seekers
of justice while further emboldening
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the rape-and-lynch squads who
are openly issuing such threats
and carrying out such crimes in
Modi's new India. Together with the
dismissal of the Zakia Jafri petition
and the vindictive arrest of Teesta
Setalvad, this undoing of the Bilkis
Bano verdict is intended to tell the
world that India is now being ruled
by the Gujarat model of communal
fascism where the perpetrators of
genocidal violence enjoy unbridled
power and impunity.
India at 75 must rise in unison
to reverse this arrogant abuse of
power and travesty of justice and
insist on the revocation of this
remission order without any delay.
The spectacle of the rapists of Bilqis
Bano being garlanded and fed
sweets in Gujarat, and of gatherings
in support of the murderer of
the 9-year-old Indra Meghwal in
Rajasthan show all too clearly
how fascist regimes do not only
continuously perpetrate horrific
violence against the oppressed and
the marginalised, but also enforce
its legitimation and celebration.
Building a concerted people’s
movement to free India from the
clutches of this fascist violence is
the most urgent task facing us at the
seventy fifth anniversary of India’s
Independence. n
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Foil the BJP's Fascist Design; Secure a
Better Deal for the People of Bihar

T

he Sangh-BJP establishment
held a grand national event
in Patna on July 30-31 to
announce the BJP as India's only
political future. Amit Shah had on
several occasions already boasted
about BJP ruling India for the next
four decades.
This was a loud signal for the BJP's
allies and today's Bihar developments
show Nitish Kumar has read the
signal correctly. With Nitish Kumar
belatedly deciding to sever ties with
the BJP and the Mahagathbandhan,
including the CPIML agreeing to
support a non-BJP government, Bihar
is now ready for a change of guard.
Hope the Governor acknowledges the
changed situation in Bihar Assembly

and allows a non-BJP government to
take charge.
The Sangh-BJP establishment had
been using its growing control over
power in Bihar to turn the state into
a laboratory for its communal fascist
politics. The clamour for replication
of Yogi Adityanath's UP model of
Bulldozer Raj in Bihar became pretty
loud ever since BJP retained UP in
the recent Assembly elections. The
merger of the VIP legislature party
with the BJP and the ouster of the VIP
minister from the Bihar cabinet was
the first step towards turning Bihar
into another UP.
The ouster of the BJP from power
in Bihar sends out an appropriate
counter-signal after the toppling of

People of Bihar have
Overturned Modi’s Chariot of
Violence and Hatred

F

\ DHIRENDRA JHA

or years, under BJP-JD(U)
rule, the people’s voices and
their demands were in the
back foot and ignored. The terror
and repression of BJP’s bulldozer
raj against Muslims, Dalits, Adivasis
and other oppressed sections of the
society were clearly visible across the
state. The toiling masses of Bihar had
begun questioning this rule of terror
and anti-people policies forwarded by
the BJP government.
Students, workers, teachers, scheme
workers and various sections of
the society had been on the streets
with their demands, but the ruling

establishment in the Centre and Bihar
were more enthusiastic in unleashing
brutal repression against them rather
than hearing their voices.
The BJP in Bihar was stalling
all positive and progressive
developments to further its agenda
of communalism and hatred. Across
Bihar, BJP-Sangh network had been
continuously attempting to sow seeds
of hatred and communal violence.
Realising this, Nitish Kumar’s JD(U)
has now broken out of the chains.
Under the circumstances, the current
political realignment has ignited
a new hope among the people.

the Maharashtra government and
the disclosure of signs of a similar
toppling game currently underway in
Jharkhand. But the real change has to
happen on the ground.
Bihar should inspire a broader and
more effective social and political
realignment of forces against the BJP's
fascist game plan of concentrating
all powers and turning India into a
single-party state. Let the resistance
intensify across the country and on
all fronts.
While welcoming the transition in
Bihar to a non-BJP government,
CPIML will step up its role both
within and beyond the Assembly to
foil the BJP's fascist design and secure
a better deal for the people of Bihar. n

Historically, Bihar had always paved
for new democratic aspirations and
this new political development has
sent a clear message that politics
of hatred and violence will not be
tolerated.
Speaking about the situation,
CPIML General Secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya said, “This political
development in Bihar to protect
people's rights against the BJP's
incessant attacks on the Constitution
and democracy and attempts to
impose autocracy in the country
will give the entire country a new
direction and will prepare the base
for a new political polarization.”
He further added that, “Even BJP's
alliance partners have become
fearful of its extreme greed for power,
desperation to destroy all parties and
impose a single party system in the
country, and relentless attacks on
freedom of expression.”
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Mahagathbandhan (Grand alliance)
which is a major constituent in the
new political dynamics represent the
aspiration of people’s agenda. In the
alliance, CPIML is the fourth largest
party with 12 MLAs and had been
in the forefront of all movements
and struggles for justice and rights.
With the outside support to the new
government, CPIML will endeavour
to provide all advice and help to
implement progressive demands
and at the same time, will act as a
bridge to further people’s demands
and aspirations.
The party has called for a common
minimum programme from the
government to implement pro-people
policies. CPIML has reiterated that
the three cardinal points for social
development in Bihar are – education,

employment and land reforms. The
new government needs to provide
more public investment in education
sector and strengthen the network of
public education – from primary to
higher levels. The corruption and
lackadaisical attitude in education
system needs to be fixed.
Land and housing rights are some of
the major demands of Bihar. More
than one crore people are under
constant threat of evictions. The
government must conduct a survey to
look into this issue and new housing
rights law should be introduced to
provide land and housing for all. For
the development of agriculture, the
government provide support and
registration of share croppers. The
land reforms and redistribution of
land to poor will help in furthering

the agricultural income for poor and
agricultural production.
The small and medium scale agrobased industries like paper mills, rice
mills etc., need to be restarted. This
will provide immense employment
opportunities for the people of
Bihar. The support and expertise
from the government will also ensure
compliance and implementation of
environmental requirements in these
industries.
The new political scenario in Bihar
paves way for the implementation
of people’s demand that was once
stalled by the BJP-Sangh. CPIML,
which is part of the new political
dynamics, will ensure the banner of
people’s movement and aspirations
keeps flying high. n

Ouster of BJP from Power in Bihar a Positive
Development for the Entire Country

A

ddressing a press conference in Patna on 13
August, CPIML General Secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya said that the ouster of the BJP
from power in Bihar is a positive event for the entire
country. The formation of a non-BJP government in
Bihar is a step in the right direction to rid the country
of the BJP's politics of conspiracy and disaster and
generates fresh hope in forces fighting against attacks
on the Constitution and democracy.
CPIML will not join the Nitish Kumar’s cabinet, but will
support the government, noted Dipankar Bhattacharya,
and added that “We hope that the new government will
move forward with a positive attitude and against the
repression by the BJP rule on the civil society and
people’s movements. Our party will play an important
role in building a meaningful dialogue between civil
society and the government. The state government
should take effective administrative and legislative
steps against the BJP's conspiracy to turn Bihar.”
CPIML General Secretary Dipankar Bhattacharya along
with a Party's Bihar State Committee delegation met
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. The delegation included
State Secretary Kunal, Politburo member Dhirendra

Jha, Rajaram Singh, KD Yadav, leader of legislative group
Mahboob Alam and deputy leader Satyadev Ram, Meena
Tiwari and Shashi Yadav.
Comrade Dipankar congratulated Nitish Kumar on the
formation of a non-BJP government in Bihar, and said
that we will remain outside the Cabinet, but give the
government full cooperation. The change in Bihar has
given relief to forces fighting against attacks on the
Constitution and democracy.
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A letter with following suggestions was given by CPIML to
the new government:
● At a time when the BJP is running a nationwide drive
to escalate the politics of hate, violence, lies and
communal polarization, inflict a single party system
on the country, impose an undeclared Emergency and
establish Bulldozer Raj in Bihar on the lines of Gujarat
and Uttar Pradesh, its ouster from power in Bihar is a
necessary and very positive event not only for Bihar
but for the whole country. This has generated a new
hope for forces fighting against the BJP's relentless
attacks on the Constitution and democracy. This
change can definitely provide a new direction for
politics across the country. Not only us, but the whole
of Bihar expects that the new government formed by
you will take administrative and legislative steps to
effectively curb the actions and conspiracies of the BJP
to turn Bihar into a laboratory for frenzied fanaticism
and riot-mongering and identify and act against such
organizations and persons so that an atmosphere of
communal harmony is maintained in the state. There
are many examples of the BJP misusing power to try
and saffronize government institutions, the removal
of the word 'Bihar' written in Urdu on the newly built
state symbol in the Vidhan Sabha being a case in
point. It is necessary to roll back all such steps so that
Constitutional values are maintained in the state and
our tradition of composite culture and shared heritage
is carried forward strongly.
● During the previous government there were large
scale evictions of the poor, whether in the name of
Smart City or government schemes like Jal-JeevanHariyali. Homes of common people settled on lands
for long periods were demolished. The new government
should stop such actions immediately. We want the
government to take initiatives to form a new housing
policy within a time-limit based on a comprehensive
survey of people settled on land, to ensure guarantee
of housing for all the poor. The new government
should also guarantee that not a single home will be
demolished in the name of Smart City without prior
arrangements for alternative housing. During the Bihar
Assembly election 2020, jobs were an important part
of the Mahagathbandhan manifesto. We hope that
the new government will take prompt steps to fill all
vacant posts. Appointments for all candidates who have
cleared TET and STET and fulfilment of the promise
of 19 lakh jobs should be among the priorities of the
new government.
● The need is to correct without delay those steps of
the previous NDA government that have shown deep
ill-effects on Bihar. The scrapping of the APMC Act
has consistently worsened the condition of farmers

●

●

●

●

●

in the state. There is no guarantee of government
procurement and neither do the crops fetch a proper
price, resulting in further worsening of the agrarian
system which is, even today, the sole means of livelihood
for a large part of Bihar's population. The government
should reconsider this matter and our opinion is that
the APMC Act should be reinstated.
When you first came to power in 2005 you had
constituted commissions for land reform and
education for pro-people development of Bihar, but
due to pressure from the BJP, the work that should have
been done still remains undone. Now the time has come
for the government to act on the recommendations
of both these Commissions. Immediate and concrete
steps need to be taken to allot land to the landless poor,
guarantee of registration and all agrarian development
facilities to sharecroppers, construction of the Kadvan
reservoir and repair of the Son and other nahar-payan
(canal) systems.
The education system in Bihar is going through a
period of great decline. Anarchy in education is at its
peak. Privatization has taken education out of reach of
common people. Through the Governor the BJP has
made universities a hub of looting and scams. The new
government should make an effective work-plan for
reform and change in the education system and limit
the role of the Vice-Chancellor. The movement for
Central University status for Patna University needs
to be intensified.
There was a time when the whole of Bihar was troubled
by the liquor problem, but prohibition could not
solve the problem. Liquor could not be stopped, but
poisonous liquor has so far taken hundreds of lives. A
large number of poor common people have been jailed
under this law. Our understanding is that nothing can
be achieved unless action is taken against the liquor
mafia. It is necessary to free the persons jailed under
this law and rehabilitate them.
A respectable monthly honorarium should be
guaranteed for ASHA facilitators, Rasoiyas, Anganwadi
workers and all other scheme workers in Bihar. All
trade union laws have been scrapped and the 4 labour
codes have been implemented. It is very wrong to
extend working hours from 8 hour to 12 hours during
the COVID period. These measures need to be rolled
back. Many non-BJP ruled states are giving 300 units of
electricity free of cost. The people of Bihar are troubled
by high electricity bills. In this period of inflation all
the needy should be given 200 units of free electricity
to give some relief to the poor. A resolution should also
be brought against the GST imposed on food items.
The people of Bihar are feeling the need for the
reconstitution of the Commissions for minorities,
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Bihar and a coordination committee comprising all
Mahagathbandhan parties constituted for its effective
implementation.
● We hope that the new government will move forward
with a positive attitude against the repression by the
BJP rule on the civil society and people’s movements.
Our party will play an important role in building a
meaningful dialogue between civil society and the
government. We have full confidence that you will
seriously consider the above issues raised by us and
take adequate steps. Our party will extend all help to
the newly formed government. Despite our party not
joining the Cabinet, the government will have our full
support for all pro-people measures. We have every
confidence that in the days to come we shall succeed
in freeing the country from the BJP's conspiracies
and disasters. n

women, SC/ST and human rights, without any further
delay. The BJP model of crushing and jailing voices of
dissent is being inflicted across the country. Human
rights activists and journalists are thrown into jail
for doing their duty. Political-social activists were
targeted many times in Bihar also during the previous
NDA government. Cases slapped on protesters against
Agnipath, NTPC and political-social activists, including
movements for employment should be withdrawn.
Many political activists jailed under TADA in Arwal
district are still languishing in jail despite having
completed their sentences. We demand the immediate
release of TADA prisoners Dr. Jagdish Yadav, Madhav
Chaudhury, Arvind Chaudhury, Churaman Bhagat,
Shyam Chaudhury, Laxman Sao and Ajit Kumar.
● We would like a Common Minimum Programme to
be formulated for the pro-people development of

People Throng Streets in Bihar
Against Inflation, Unemployment, Fascism

M

assive people’s participation was seen
across Bihar in the protest marches called
on August 7th at all district headquarters
by the Mahagathbandhan against inflation,
unemployment, fascism, bulldozer raj, attacks against
Muslims and women, and to declare Bihar a droughtaffected state. Large numbers of common people as
well as activists of CPIML and other Mahagathbandhan
parties thronged the streets of the capital city – Patna
and other districts – to warn the BJP government that
this situation will not be tolerated.
CPIML Bihar State Secretary Kunal thanked the people
of Bihar for their historic participation and support,
and said that Bihar has once again shown that it stands
against the fascist BJP government. CPIML said that
this is the first time in history that food items are
being taxed. Homes of the poor are being demolished.
Relentless attacks are being perpetrated against
Muslims and women. It was from the land of Bihar
that the revolution led by JP against the dictatorship
started in the mid-70s. Now when the country is
once again suffering from an undeclared Emergency,
the people of Bihar have come out on the streets to
challenge the autocracy inflicted by Modi-Shah
The march in Patna was attended by Leader of
Opposition Tejashwi Yadav, CPIML MLAs Mahboob
Alam, Sandeep Saurabh, Gopal Ravidas and Amarjeet

Kushwaha and leaders, including Dhirendra Jha,
Meena Tiwari, Shashi Yadav, Rajaram and Abhyuday.
After garlanding the statue of JP, the march proceeded
to Dak Bangla Chowk where it culminated in a meeting.
Activists from RJD, CPIML, Congress, CPI-M, CPI
attended the protest march.
CPIML legislative group leader Mahboob Alam
said that the report card released by us on June 5th
identified the dire condition of Bihar under the BJPJDU government on all human indices like per capita
income, education, health and agriculture. As per the
poverty index, 51.9% of the population in Bihar is poor.
Bureaucratic loot and institutional corruption are
breaking new records daily. Mob lynching, rising crime
graph, violence against dalits and women, eviction of
the poor, massacres by poisonous liquor, ruination
of youth through drugs and other substances, rising
unemployment, back-breaking inflation, migration
of workers, devastation of agriculture, destruction
of environment - these are the truths of Bihar today.
Desperate poverty and debt trap have driven entire
families to suicide in Vidyapatinagar (Samastipur) and
Patepur (Vaishali). These are alarm bells for Bihar,
but the government remains blind and deaf. Protest
marches under the Mahagathbandhan banner were
organized at all district headquarters in the state.
All MLAs attended the march in their respective
Districts.n
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PM Modi And HM Shah Must Answer For
Decision To Free Bilkis Bano’s Gang-Rapists

O

n the 75th anniversary of
India’s
independence,
11 men sentenced to life
imprisonment for murdering 7
Muslims and gang-raping a pregnant
Bilkis Bano, walked free because the
Gujarat Government chose to remit
their sentences.
They had committed their crime
during the Gujarat 2002 antiMuslim pogrom (which happened
when PM Modi was Gujarat CM).
What was the basis of the Gujarat
Government’s decision to free
those men on 15 August 2022, to
celebrate what the PM Modi calls
India’s “Amrit Kaal”? Was remission
and freedom a reward for rape and
murder of Muslims? Is it because
one of the women who fought
for justice for Muslims killed or
raped in the 2002 pogrom, Teesta
Setalvad, is now in prison because

\ AIPWA STATEMENT

she helped Zakia Jafri petition
Supreme Court hoping to hold the
Government and police machinery
of the day responsible for acts of
omission and commission that
allowed the pogrom to take place?
The conviction of communal killers
and rapists is after all an aberration
in India, not the rule. Does the
remission intend to restore the rule
of impunity for communal killers
and rapists?
Today it has become commonplace
for Hindu-supremacists to openly
give calls for genocide and
rape of Muslims - without any
consequences. The decision to free
Bilkis Bank’s rapists emboldens
such men and their followers to act
on their threats.
In India, the “Godi media” anchors
(propagandists for the Modi regime
and the BJP) like to accuse feminist

activists and women’s movement
organisations of being “soft on
rapists” because we oppose death
penalty for rape. In this case, Bilkis
herself had said that she would not
demand the death penalty, since she
opposed it on principle. Now that
the gang rapists are being set free
after a mere few years of prison,
and will not even serve their life
sentence, what do those anchors
have to say? Will they amplify Bilkis’
demand for justice?
Will the PM Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah care to comment on this
decision? Are we really to believe
that this decision was taken without
the blessing of these two topmost
leaders of the BJP?
India at 75 became a day of shame for
India’s women, because the ruling
BJP chose to make it a day to free
Bilkis’ rapists. n

“The Trauma of the Past 20
Years Washed Over Me Again”
Full statement of Bilkis Bano
“Two days ago, on August 15, 2022, the trauma of the past 20 years washed
over me again when I heard that the 11 convicted men who devastated my
family and my life, and took from me my three-year-old daughter, had
walked free. I was bereft of words. I am still numb.
Today, I can say only this – how can justice for any woman end like this?
I trusted the highest courts in our land. I trusted the system and I was
learning slowly to live with my trauma. The release of these convicts has taken from me my peace and
shaken my faith in justice. My sorrow and my wavering faith is not for myself alone but for every woman
who is struggling for justice in courts.
No one enquired about my safety and well-being, before taking such a big ad unjust decision.
I appeal to the Gujarat government, please undo this harm. Give me back my right to live without fear and
in peace. Please ensure that my family and I are kept safe.” n
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Bilkis Bano Case: Violence and Impunity
\ MOHEBA

O

n August 15th – the occasion
of the 76th Independence
Day – in his speech, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said that ‘we
must respect women to develop as a
country’ and stressed on the need for
women’s empowerment. The Prime
Minister also appealed to Indians to
change their mind set towards women
in everyday life.
On the other hand, in his home state
of Gujarat, the ruling party – BJP – was
preparing to release 11 prisoners serving
sentences in the Godhra Jail who were
convicts for life in the Bilkis Bano case
as per the State Government's policy of
remission. Upon their release on August
15th, all the 11 convicts were welcomed
with garlands, tilak and sweets.
According to reports, all the convicts were
taken to the RSS office soon after they got
out of jail and were felicitated there.
How did they get released?
The Union Ministry for Home had
written a letter to all the states on June
10th, in which it was stated that due on
the occasion of the 75th year of Indian
Independence, ‘Amrit Mahotsav’,
the sentences of convicts in select
categories will be waived and will
thereafter be released. It was proposed
to release the prisoners in three phases
– The first on August 15th, 2022, the
second on January 26th, 2023 and the
third on August 15th, 2023.
The categories which will not receive
exemptions were also mention in
the letter issued by the Union Home
Ministry. This included those convicted
of rape and those serving life sentences.
However, the administration says that
all these prisoners have been released
under the Remission Policy of 1992.
Gujarat's Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) Raj Kumar told The Indian
Express that on the application
for remission of sentence due to
'completion of 14 years' in jail and
factors like 'age, nature of offence,

behaviour in jail', etc., are considered.
In this case, 5 out of the 10 members of
the advisory committee were associated
with the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), who supported the release of
these convicts. CK Raulji, a member
of this government committee and
BJP MLA from Godhra, supported
the culprits and said that some of the
convicts in the case are 'Brahmins', who
have good 'sanskar'.
SC on Remission
The Supreme Court in an array of cases
has elicited its opinion on the policy of
remission by states.
The Supreme Court, in State of Haryana
v. Mohinder Singh, held that the grant
of remission should be ‘informed, fair
and reasonable’.
Also, the Supreme Court in Laxman
Naskar v. Union of India, said that the
state needs to pay attention to few
aspects before releasing any convict,
which includes whether the offence
committed was an individual act of
crime that does not affect society,
whether the crime is likely to be
repeated in future by the convict, and
whether the offender has lost the ability
to commit a crime.
If we look at the facts, then the incident
of rape and brutality was carried out
against Bilkis Bano during the violence
across the entire State of Gujarat.
After the release of these convicts,
Bilkis has made a public statement that
her personal security is under threat.
At the same time, we see that Hindutva
organizations like the RSS and Vishwa
Hindu Parishad, who brazenly commit
continuous violence and spew hatred
against the Muslim community, have
welcomed these culprits with open arms.
What did Bilkis Say?
After the news of the convicts being
released came out, the 20-year-old
wounds from the Gujarat riots were
revived for Bilkis who survived the

10 | SEPTEMBER 2022 | LIBERATION - CENTRAL ORGAN OF CPI(ML)

horrors of the communal violence. She
said, “I had trusted the highest courts
of my country. I had trusted the system
and I was slowly learning to live with my
misery. The release of these convicts has
taken away my peace and also shaken
my faith in availing justice. This sorrow
and loss of faith is not only for myself,
but for every woman who is fighting for
justice in courts.”
Many a times, the oppressed sections
of our society, namely the Muslims,
Dalits, Bahujans and Adivasis, have to
face several struggles to achieve justice
and such instances render the seek for
justice hopeless as can be illustrated by
what Bilkis has expressed.
We have seen that activists and
journalists who fought for justice for the
victims and survivors of the Gujarat riots
and other cases are being put behind the
bars. The Supreme Court on June 24th
this year, dismissed a petition against
the SIT report giving clean chit to the
then Chief Minister Narendra Modi in
the 2002 Gujarat pogrom case. This
petition was filed by Zakia Jafri, whose
husband was killed by a Hindu mob
during the riots. The Supreme Court
while dismissing the petition stated that
it found no merit in Zakia's petition, and
observed that activist Teesta Setalvad,
who was also the co-petitioner in the
case, “deliberately played with the
sentiments” of Zakia Jafri. The court
had asked for an inquiry into the role
of Teesta, and soon after, Teesta was
arrested by the ATS Squad of Gujarat.
It is not only Teesta who is being
incarcerated for standing with the
victims and survivors of the Gujarat
pogrom, but others such as former
IPS officer Sanjeev Bhatt and DGP RB
Sreekumar have also been arrested
and put behind bars. The Ahmedabad
Crime Branch arrested Sanjeev Bhatt
on an FIR accusing him, Teesta and
Sreekumar of fabricating evidence of
conspiracy behind the 2002 Gujarat
riots and to falsely implicate certain
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persons, including the then chief
minister Narendra Modi.
We have been witnessing increasing
violence against the Muslim community
and on the other hand, that those
committing crimes against Muslims
are provided with immunity under

the current regime. Union Minister
Mahesh Sharma of BJP paid tribute to
the killers of Mohammed Akhlaq, who
was lynched in Dadri, UP, by draping
them with the tiranga. After the
gang-rape of a seven-year-old Zainab
Ansari in Kashmir, a ‘tiranga yatra’ was
taken out by the BJP. Muslim women

were auctioned on websites like ‘Sulli
Deals’ and ‘Bulli Deals’ with impunity.
‘Mahant’ Bajrangi Muni openly issued
rape threats against Muslim women.
Under the far-right Modi regime,
communal violence and impunity has
become the norm. n

Misogynistic Judgment of the Kozhikode
Sessions Court

O

n August 12th, the Kozhikode
Sessions Court granted bail to
a 74-year-old social activist –
Civic Chandran – observing that "The
photographs produced along with the
bail application by the accused would
reveal that the defacto complainant
herself is wearing a dress which is
sexually provocative. So Section 354A
will not prima facie stand against the
accused.” The aforementioned dictum
pronounced by the court is a blatant
violation of constitutional morality
and the democratic fabric of India. The
decision indicates that the clothing of
a woman can deny her access to justice
and a fair trial.
As per the reports, the court
observed that “the photograph of the
complainant, produced by the accused
along with the bail application,”
explains that she “herself is exposing
to dresses which are having some
sexual provocative one” and it is
“impossible to believe” that a man aged
74 years with a physical disability “can
forcefully put the complainant on his
lap and molest her”.
The All India Lawyers’ Association
for Justice (AILAJ) in a statement
noted that “As held in Vishaka vs.
State of Rajasthan, incidents that
violate the fundamental rights of
'Gender Equality' and the 'Right of
Life and Liberty' clearly violate the
rights under Articles 14, 15 and 21 of
the Constitution. Such decisions
directly propagate rape culture and
incite violence against women. Certain

paternalistic and patriarchal virtues
and unfairly imposed upon women to
control their sexuality and oppress
them. This leads to promoting an
unsafe environment for women. This
decision of the Kozhikhode Sessions
Court is an affront to the meaning
and content of the Constitution of
India which imbibes the varied facets
of gender equality to guarantee
fundamental rights to women and
prevent sexual harassment as well as
abuse against them. Implicating that
women can be considered victims of
sexual harassment based on these
arbitrary and prejudiced notions
breaches the constitutional mandate
and rule of law.”

impunity to abusers and refusing
to apply the SC/ST Prevention of
Atrocities Act citing the general politics
of the abusers.

In another case related to sexual
harrasment charges against Civic
Chandran, the same court under
Judge S. Krishnakumar, while granting
anticipatory bail, observed that
Chandran, who by virtue of being an
known anti-caste activist cannot be
charged with SC/ST Prevention of
Atrocities Act.

“The law does not demand separate
standards of evidence from "educated"
women complainants. But the judge
slut-shames the complainant: using
her education, clothes, age, boyfriend,
reluctance to file FIR, along with the
age and reputation of the accused and
his daughters' education against the
survivor. Such persons have no right
to be in the judiciary,” said Kavita
Krishnan, CPIML Politburo member.

According to NewsLaundry, the
Court order states – “The accused is
a reformist and is engaged in social
activities and he is against the caste
system… In such a circumstance, it is
highly unbelievable that he will touch
the body of the victim fully knowing that
she is a member of Scheduled Caste.”
Such developments further reveal the
deeply engrained casteist attitudes
of the judges who are willing to give

Such decisions will give cover to a
broad range of abusers to escape
accountability for their actions by
passing off as progressive while being
shielded from the specificities of a
crime they committed.
AILAJ condemned the blatantly bigoted
and anti-women decision of the Kerala
Court which fails to recognize and
honour gender justice as envisioned
by the democratic and constitutional
principles of India, and demanded that
the said comments be expunged and to
reconsider the bail application on the
basis of settled legal norms.

Kerala State legislature should
immediately begin the procedure for
impeachment of the judge and setting
an example to make judges accountable
to the people and the democratic
social justice values imbued in the
Constitution.
With inputs from
Ananthapathmanabhan.n

LIBERATION - CENTRAL ORGAN OF CPI(ML) | SEPTEMBER 2022 | 11

COMMENTARY

August Kranti: A Radical Anticolonial Struggle
\ AKASH BHATTACHARYA

A Shift in the
Balance of Power
In his book The Discovery of India,
written while he was in prison during
the Quit India movement, Jawaharlal
Nehru commented:
While we were doubting and debating,
the mood of the country changed, and
from a sullen passivity it rose to a pitch
of excitement and expectation. Events
were not waiting for a Congress decision
or resolution; they had been pushed
forward by Gandhiji’s utterances, and
now they were moving onwards with
their own momentum. It was clear that,
whether Gandhiji was right or wrong, he
had crystallized the prevailing mood of
the people. There was a desperateness in
it, an emotional urge which gave second
place to logic and reason
and a calm consideration of
the consequences of action.
(Nehru, 1961, p.504)
The Quit India movement
was the mass upsurge
which decisively tilted the
balance of power in Indian
politics in favour of the
anti-colonial movement.
Britain’s
economic
difficulties following the World War,
the Soviet-led global anti-colonial
thrust, and the Indian National
Army inspired dissent among the
Indian armed forces, hastened the
advent of Indian freedom during 194547. Decolonisation, however, had
become almost inevitable by then,
thanks to the Quit India Movement.
Strangely, among all the militant
movements that defined the anticolonial struggle, the Quit India
movement is the least researched, and
least commemorated. Bizarre though
it may sound, but the movement
was perhaps too ubiquitous to
leave neatly distinguishable marks.

Historian Sumit Sarkar wrote that
for a few months during 1942-43, the
phrase “underground resistance”
lost meaning for the colonial state,
because almost the whole country
seemed to be part of the underground
movement (Sarkar, 1983). Of course,
there were moments that got etched in
our collective consciousness. Aruna
Asaf Ali hoisting the national flag at
Gowalia Tank Maidan, Jayaprakash
Narayan breaching the prison walls of
Hazaribagh, are fondly remembered.
But, even these moments hardly
defined the movement. It was a
genuine mass upsurge that occurred
in several phases between 1942 and
1944 and threw up a new anti-colonial
leadership which went on to define
the post-colonial politics.

From Open Defiance
to Underground
Mobilization
The Congress leaders famously got
arrested on August 9, 1942, soon
after the Quit India declaration.
Anticipating the arrests, they had
drafted a twelve-point programme
before August 9. This program
outlined how the movement should
be conducted. A charter of demands
was not needed, since the demand
was loud and clear: Quit India.
The Congress programme not
only included the usual Gandhian
methods of satyagraha, but also a
plan to promote industrial strikes,
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holding up of railways and telegraphs,
non-payment of taxes and setting up of
parallel governments. Several versions
of this programme were in circulation
among the Congress volunteers in
different parts of the country.
On the question of non-violence,
Gandhi this time was remarkably
ambivalent. “I do not ask from you
my own non-violence. You can decide
what you can do in this struggle”, said
Gandhi on August 11 . Three days later
on the August 8, speaking on the Quit
India resolution, he urged: “I trust the
whole of India today to launch upon
a non-violent struggle.” But even
if people deviated from the path of
non-violence, he assured: “I shall not
swerve. I shall not flinch. (Sanyal,
1988, p.30)” People interpreted this
in their own ways and these
interpretations were to some
extent influenced by the
district and village level, often
unknown, Congress leaders
and students, who took over
the leadership after the key
leaders were all arrested
between August 9 and 11.
Sumit Sarkar has identified
three phases of the Quit India
movement (Sarkar, 1983). It initially
started as an urban revolt, marked
by strikes, boycott and picketing,
which were quickly suppressed. By
the end of 1942, the focus shifted to
the countryside, which witnessed
a major peasant rebellion, marked
by destruction of communication
systems, such as railway tracks and
stations, telegraph wires and poles,
attacks on government buildings or
any other visible symbol of colonial
authority and finally, the formation of
“national governments” in isolated
pockets. This brought in severe
government repression forcing the
agitation to move underground.
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The third phase was characterised by
“terrorist activities”, which primarily
involved sabotaging of war efforts by
dislocating communication systems
and propaganda activities by using
various means, including a clandestine
radio station run by hitherto unknown
Usha Mehta from “somewhere in
India”. Not only the educated youth
participated in such activities, but also
bands of ordinary peasants organised
such subversive actions by night, which
came to be known as the “Karnataka
method”. What is important, these socalled “terrorists” enjoyed enormous
popular support and patronage, and
it seemed to the British that almost
the whole country was part of the
underground movement. The state
could suddenly trust no one. As
time passed, underground activities
came to be channelled into three
streams, with a radical group under
the leadership of Jayaprakash Narayan
organising guerrilla warfare at IndiaNepal border, a centrist group led by
Congress Socialists like Aruna Asaf
Ali mobilising volunteers throughout
India for sabotage activities, and
a Gandhian group led by Sucheta
Kripalani and others emphasising
non-violent action and constructive
programme. All this continued till
1944, at which time the movement
declined, but left a huge imprint on
mass psyche. This laid the ground for
the post-war mass upsurge which did
not stop till freedom was achieved.
Gandhi, while re-affirming his nonviolent principles after his release
from prison, never condemned the
violence of the movement, and even
justified it as necessary in the face of
the greater violence of the colonial
state.

A Generation Yearning
for Freedom
The war-time hardships, Britain’s use
of Indian resources for fighting the
European war, the de-prioritizing of
India’s defence against the oppressive
and racial Japanese army, and certain
war-time policies of the British

government certainly pushed people
towards rebellion (Kamtekar, 2002).
The “denial policy”, which was at
work in Bengal, is a good example of
repressive war-time policy. This was
designed to impede the progress of
Japanese soldiers by the removal of
food from coastal areas susceptible
to invasion, as well as the removal of
means of transport which meant, in
practice, thousands of country boats.
This brought immense hardships
to the coastal areas. And as news of
it travelled inland, it angered the
ordinary Indian, many of whom
remembered Britain’s instrumental
use of Indian soldiers in the First
World War.
Simultaneously,
the
distinct
possibility of a complete collapse of
British power due to the Second World
War presented a new opportunity for
winning freedom. Historian Indivar
Kamtekar has perceptively written:
The tottering colonial state was a mirage,
but it was a mirage that mattered. Now
easily obscured by hindsight, perhaps it
allowed the hostility to the state to find its
dramatic expression. Men cannot rebel
if there seems no prospect of success: in
1942 they may have rebelled because
there seemed to be such a prospect.
(Kamtekar, 2002, p.98).
However, nothing should take us
away from the fact that above all, it
was the political groundwork of the
1930s that made the mass upsurge
possible. And various shades of the
Left – both within the Congress and
outside – played an instrumental
role in preparing this ground, which
produced a whole new generation that
yearned for freedom. By the 1930s,
the Communist Party of India (CPI)
had stared to blossom. Within the
Congress, Marxist ideas shaped the
work of the Congress Socialist Party
(CSP) which included Jayaprakash
Narayan, Achhut Patwardhan, Asoke
Mehta, Yusuf Mehrali, Narendra Dev
and Minoo Masani. It had the support
of Jawaharlal Nehru and Maulana Abul

Kalam Azad. Let us now take a look
at this crucial, but often overlooked
phase of anti-colonial organizing.

State Peoples,
Women & Workers
The 1930s witnessed a marked
shift in the democratic and antifeudal movements in the princely
states. The All-India States Peoples’
Conference, which had been formed
in 1927 to coordinate the freedom
struggle in the native states, had so
far, received apathetic treatment from
the Congress. However, in 1936, Nehru
attended the fifth session of the States
Peoples’ Conference and stressed the
need for organizing mass movements.
In October 1937, the Congress resolved
to provide moral and material support
to the peoples’ movements in the
states. Consequently, the Quit India
Movement was not limited to British
India, but it spread to princely states
as well.
Women’s organizations matured in
the 1930s and a large number of women
in both rural and urban areas became
active with the Congress Socialists and
the Communists. Back in the 1920s and
1930s many middle-class educated
women had joined the communist
movement, and had participated in
mobilising the working classes, in
organising industrial actions and in
campaigning for the release of political
prisoners. By 1941, the women’s wing
of the All-India Students Federation
(AISF) had about 50,000 members.
This continuous process of organizing
put women in a strong position to
provide leadership during the Quit
India Movement. Historian Geraldine
Forbes has written:
In a contingency like this [referring to
the arrest of the Congress leadership
following the Quit India resolution]
some prominent women leaders took
upon themselves the responsibility of
coordinating the movement in the face
of unprecedented police repression.
Sucheta Kripalani co-ordinated the
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non-violent resistance, while Aruna Asaf
Ali gave leadership to the underground
revolutionary activities and this she
did by politely turning down Gandhi’s
advice to surrender. However, the most
important aspect of this movement was
the participation of a large number of
rural women taking their own initiative
to liberate their country (Forbes, 1998,
p.222).
The labour upsurge under communist
leadership in the late 1930s did not die
down despite heavy state repression.
A second wave of general strikes
in cotton mills, jute mills and the
railways were organised in 192930. Subsequently, a number of CSP
leaders and Communists – following
the 1935 Comintern decision to follow
a “united front” strategy – joined
hands with left-leaning figures within
the Congress to organize workers.
There was increasing working class
enthusiasm and militancy around
1937-38, manifested in another
strike wave across the country. This
consolidation of communist position
among the working classes impacted
the Congress. The Haripura and
Tripuri sessions presented a distinct
possibility of a decisive left-ward
shift within the Congress. That did
not quite happen but the success of
the left forces within the united front
left a powerful mark on the anticolonial struggle. It made the working
class question a key issue within the
freedom struggle.

Understanding
Peasant Militancy
The Quit India movement was
characterized by a widespread
rural revolt. This was perhaps the
most important reason behind
the movement’s mass character.
This too was made possible by the
organizational work done in the
1930s (Bandyopadhyay, 2004). This
decade witnessed the growth of
radical peasant organizations. The
Kisan Sabha movement had started
in Bihar under the leadership of

Swami Sahajanand Saraswati in 1929.
Initially, its role, by Sahajanand’s own
admission, was meant to promote
class harmony, so that the escalating
landlord-tenant friction did not
jeopardise the nationalist broad front.
But when the Sabha was revived again
in 1933, it increasingly came under the
influence of the socialists, so that by
1935 it adopted abolition of zamindari
as one of its programmes.
The Kisan Sabha movement also
gained in momentum in central Andhra
districts under the leadership of the
CSP leader N.G. Ranga. He organised
a number of peasant marches in 193334, and under his stewardship at the
Ellore Zamindari Ryots Conference
in 1933, a demand was raised for the
abolition of zamindari. In 1935, Ranga
and the Communist leader E.M.S.
Namboodiripad tried to spread the
peasant movement to other linguistic
regions of Madras Presidency,
organised a South Indian Federation
of Peasants and Agricultural Labour
and initiated the discussion for an allIndia peasant body. Similar initiatives
came about in Odisha as well.
All these radical developments on
the peasant front culminated in the
formation of the All-India Kisan
Sabha (AIKS) at the Lucknow session
of the Congress in April 1936, with
Sahajanand Saraswati elected as its
first president. The Kisan Manifesto,
which was adopted in August,
contained radical demands, such as
the abolition of zamindari, graduated
income tax on agricultural income,
granting of occupancy rights to all
tenants and scaling down of interest
rates and debts. The formation of
Congress ministries raised great
expectations and brought in greater
militancy among the peasantry,
but it also brought disillusionment
since the ministries hardly met
the demands outlined in the Kisan
Manifesto. This disillusionment
once again found expression during
the Quit India Movement.
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To take an example, in the province
of Bihar, where the Kisan Sabha
had begun to organise a powerful
peasant movement around the issue
of bakasht land where permanent
tenancies had been converted into
short-term tenancies in recent years,
the conservative Congress ministry
renegotiated their alignment with
the landlords and entered into formal
agreements with them. When the
proposed tenancy legislations of the
Congress were significantly watered
down because of landlord pressure,
the peasants were not impressed,
and they staged in 1938-39 a militant
movement under the leadership of
the Kisan Sabha for the restoration
of the bakasht lands. This militancy
later spilled over into the revolts of
1942 and 1943 (Damodaran, 1992).
This is an important example, since
it shows how discontentment against
the Congress did not hold people back
from taking the initiative in what was
a Congress-initiated movement.
To some extent it is testament to
Gandhi’s legitimacy, but more than
that, it shows the maturation of
radical peasant anti-colonialism.

Internal Tensions
Not everyone in the country was
rebelling though. There were
important social groups who
consciously stayed away from the
movement. Many Muslims – though
not all – stood aloof from the campaign.
The Muslim League, which did not
approve of the movement, gradually
began to claim that it represented the
majority of the Indian Muslims. But
it is worth noting that Muslims did
not oppose the Quit India actively
and there was no major incident of
communal conflict throughout the
whole period (Bandyopadhyay, 2004).
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, by then a major
Dalit leader, also did not support it.
But once again, although many of
his supporters did not join, we have
evidence of Dalit participation in
the Quit India movement in various
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regions and cross-caste unity was also
not uncommon (Bandyopadhyay,
2004).
It is also important to remember that
the Hindu Mahasabha condemned
the Quit India movement as “sterile,
unmanly and injurious to the Hindu
cause” and stalwart Hindu leaders
like V.D. Savarkar. B.S. Moonje
and Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
wholeheartedly supported British
war efforts that were allegedly
being wrecked by the Congress
campaign (Chakrabarty, 1997). But
despite this official line, a strong
group of Mahasabha members led
by N.C. Chatterjee seemed eager
to participate in it and under their
pressure the Mahasabha Working
Committee had to adopt a face
saving, but vague resolution stating
that defence of India could not be
supported unless freedom of India
was recognised with immediate
effect. The Rastriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) remained aloof as well.
The Communist Party of India,
following the involvement of Soviet
Russia in the war in December 1941,
became another important political
group which did not support the
Quit India movement. The British
government, then anxious to find
any group that could embarrass the
Congress and support war efforts,
promptly withdrew the ban on
the Communist Party of India.
However, despite this official line,
there is ample evidence to show that
many individual communists were
swayed by the patriotic emotions of
the day and actively participated in
the Quit India movement (Pandey,
1988).

A Unique and
Enduring Legacy
The movement left a legacy like
none other. First and foremost,
it is a great example of a united,

militant, and autonomous mass
movement against imperialism.
Every Gandhian mass movement
had autonomous tendencies,
embodied especially in peasant
and workers’ struggles in the 1920s
which did not fully conform to
Gandhian principles. The Quit India
movement was however the only
one where pressures from below led
Gandhi and his associates to move
away from their avowed non-violent
principles.1 This adjustment was
done not in response to the events of
the movement, but in anticipation
of them. Other political parties
and leaders too had to deal with
dissenters within their ranks. From
the Hindu Mahasabha to the Muslim
League, none could fully dictate
the actions of their members. The
movement was also extremely
broad-based, involving almost all
strata of society not only in the
capacity of participants, but also
as leaders.
The Quit India movement presents
a unique moment in global anticolonial politics due to the radical
binary that was at its core. It was the
colonized against their colonizers
with a one-point demand for
freedom. The circumstances,
interests of pressure groups in
India and abroad, the government’s
willingness to offer concessions
– nothing mattered anymore.
This radical mood represented
the maturation of Indian anticolonialism.
The expansive groundwork of the
1930s also integrated demands
and aspirations of various social
groups into the freedom struggle
like never before. This in turn gave
meaning, substance and depth to
Indian nationalism and formed
the bedrock of aspirations that
shaped the Indian constitution and
post-colonial politics. This process
also gave us a new generation of

leaders, many of whom have been
mentioned above, who played key
roles in post-colonial India. The
memoirs and experiences of the
movement, in fact later, fed into
the anti-Emergency movement led
by Jayaprakash Narayan and other
stalwarts of the freedom struggle.
As we navigate a historical moment
in which the achievements of
progressive, democratic anticolonialism are being swept
aside by the rising tide of Hindu
supremacism, the Quit India
movement becomes an important
milestone to recall. The movement,
especially its student, women,
Muslim, peasant, worker, and
Dalit leaders, needs to be actively
commemorated and remembered.
Their hard work and sacrifices
laid the foundations for a plural,
democratic India – foundations
which now stand shaken, but are
far from being destroyed. These
foundations need proactive care
and repair. This task now falls to
us: today’s democratic, anti-fascist
forces.
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Charu Mazumdar and the Glorious
Legacy of India's Communist Movement
\

F

ifty years have elapsed since
the death of Comrade Charu
Mazumdar in Kolkata's
Lalbazar police lock-up. Back then,
the Indian state must have heaved
a huge sigh of relief, expecting
his death to mark the end of the
revolutionary wave that had spread
across India in the wake of Naxalbari.
But five decades later, when the
Modi regime seeks to suppress every
voice of dissent, it has to concoct
the term 'urban naxal' to persecute
dissent. Clearly, the spectre of
Naxalbari and Charu Mazumdar
continues to haunt India's rulers
even five decades
after his death.

DIPANKAR BHATTACHARYA

the communist movement deeper
into the social and historical soil
of India. Naxalbari was a giant
step forward towards what can be
called Indianisation of Marxism,
application of the universal
revolutionary principles of Marxism
to the specific conditions and
context of India.
Naxalbari did not happen overnight.
It had unmistakable deep roots in the
history of India's peasant militancy
and communist movement. Charu
Mazumdar was one of the leading
organisers of the historic Tebhaga
movement - centring around the

When the peasant
upsurge broke out in
Naxalbari in May 1967,
the Communist Party
of China welcomed
it as 'a peal of spring
thunder crashing over
the land of India'.
The path of agrarian
revolution visualised
by Naxalbari was
inspired considerably
by the trajectory of the
Chinese revolution.
Charu
Mazumdar,
Naxalbari, and the
CPI(ML) which was
founded two years
later, thus came to be
bracketed with China,
Chinese revolution
and the Communist
Party of China led by
Mao Zedong. But in
many ways Naxalbari
and CPI(ML) carried
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land and crop rights of the toiling
peasant - of undivided Bengal and
along with many communist leaders
of that period he too was jailed when
the Communist Party was banned
in 1948. After coming out of jail, he
returned to pick up the threads of
the Tebhaga agitation in the North
Bengal districts of Darjeeling and
Jalpaiguri. It was this deep prolonged
association with militant peasant
movement since the Tebhaga days
which guided Charu Mazumdar
to envision the peasant upsurge
in Naxalbari and direct it towards
a broader agrarian revolution.
The great debate in
the
international
communist movement
was for him not a question
of just taking sides, but
more importantly one
of unleashing greater
revolutionary dynamism
in India's own arena of
class struggle.
Many of India's early
communist leaders had
come from aristocratic
backgrounds
and
got initiated into the
communist
ideology
while studying abroad.
Charu Mazumdar was
schooled in a different
tradition - he joined the
communist stream of
the freedom movement
in undivided Bengal
and devoted himself to
organising the peasantry.
When the peasant
upsurge of Naxalbari
triggered a great wave
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of revolutionary awakening among
students, Charu Mazumdar was
quick to call the students to go to
villages and get integrated with
the landless poor. He was actually
revisiting the very path he himself
had traversed during his youth. This
was also Bhagat Singh's call to the
youth - to reach out to the toilers
and oppressed people of India.
In the wake of Naxalbari, communist
revolutionaries across India felt the
urge to coordinate on an all-India
scale and subsequently to form a new
communist party. While launching
this new party, Charu Mazumdar was
emphatic about its revolutionary
inheritance. He saw the new party
as the revolutionary stream of the
Indian communist movement that
would carry forward the legacy of
the Kayyur and Punnapra-Vayalar
uprisings of Kerala, the great
Telangana movement of Andhra and
the historic Tebhaga awakening of
undivided Bengal. Naxalbari and
CPI(ML) also inspired a new and
deeper reading of India's anticolonial resistance by bringing to
the fore the history of the Adivasi
revolts that pulsated with the
unmistakable urge for freedom
from foreign rule and signalled
the beginnings of a great popular
awakening in colonial India.
During the stormy phase of Naxalbari
and its immediate aftermath,
Charu Mazumdar and the founding
generation of the Naxalbariinspired revolutionary communist
movement focused most of all on
the advancement of peasant guerilla
warfare. Consequently, elections
came to be boycotted and everyday
modes of mass organisation and
economic struggle took a back seat.
For Charu Mazumdar, this was very
much an urgent specific response
to an extraordinary situation, and
not a new strategy for all times to
come. Prior to Naxalbari, Charu

Mazumdar never discarded the
need for mass organisations and
mass struggles and he himself had
contested an Assembly by-election
from Siliguri as a CPI(M) candidate.
In the face of the severe military
crackdown unleashed by the
Indian state and dramatic change
in the political situation with
Indira Gandhi consolidating her
position following India's victory
in the 1971 war and the popular
support generated by her Garibi
Hatao slogan and measures like
bank nationalisation and abolition
of privy purse, Charu Mazumdar in
his last writings stressed the need
to overcome the setback. Keeping
the party alive by forging close
links with the masses, upholding
the interests of the people as the
supreme intetests of the party, and
seeking unity with the broad range
of Left and fighting forces against
the autocratic assault of the Indira
government at the Centre and SS
Ray regime in West Bengal - these
were Charu Mazumdar's final words
to his comrades.
It was this last call of Charu
Mazumdar which inspired the
regrouping
of
revolutionary
communists in the arena of
struggle. Riding on the boundless
energy, intensity and courage of
the upsurge of the oppressed rural
poor in Bihar, the party central
committee was reorganised on the
second martyrdom anniversary
of Comrade Charu Mazumdar.
Inspiration and lessons drawn from
the entire trajectory of the Naxalbari
upsurge and the political journey of
Comrade Charu Mazumdar enabled
the reorganised CPI(ML) not just
to withstand the Emergencyera repression and setback but
spearhead a firm revival and
expansion of the party unleashing a
wide array of democratic initiatives
and struggles.

Today as modern India faces its
worst ever political calamity,
the spirit, vision and wisdom of
Charu Mazumdar have acquired
a new relevance in the context of
today's anti-fascist resistance.
The suspension and suppression
of democracy associated with the
Emergency has today become so
pervasive and permanent that a
formal declaration of Emergency
has become redundant. The
character of the dominant media has
been transformed so thoroughly and
dramatically that media censorship
too has become unnecessary. The
executive today virtually commands
the remaining three pillars of the
Republic - the judiciary, legislature
and the media, and the centralisation
of power around the executive has
completely upset whatever federal
equilibrium we used to have.
This unbridled centralisation
and concentration of power is
accompanied by an unprecedented
intensification of communal
polarisation and massive spread
of hate and lies. The social and
cultural fabric of India has never
faced such massive assault since
the traumatic days of Partition.
And playing tango with this vicious
fascist aggression is relentless
corporate plunder of the country's
precious natural, infrastructural
and human development resources.
At stake are all the gains India made
and the rights the Indian people
achieved over the protracted
phase of freedom movement and
the seventy-five years of India's
existence as a constitutional
republic. Learning from Comrade
Charu Mazumdar, once again we
need to dig deep in our accumulated
historical resources and unleash
the revolutionary initiative and
imagination of the people to foil the
fascist design and usher in a new era
of democratic resurgence. n
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Jobs and Justice: Historic Battle of
West Bengal's Deprived Youth

T

he startling recovery of more
than fifty crore rupees in
cash and gold from two flats
belonging to an actress and reportedly
a close aide to the now dropped TMC
minister Partha Chatterjee has once
again put the Mamata Banerjee
government of West Bengal in the
dock. The recovery of the cash and the
arrest of the minister have happened
in the wake of the Calcutta High Court
judgement ordering a CBI probe into
the massive irregularities and brazen
manipulation in the School Service
Commission recruitment process in
West Bengal. And behind this court
verdict lies the protracted struggle of
the deprived and betrayed applicants.
While the dominant media coverage
of the issue now revolves around the
arrested minister and his associates,
we must focus first of all on securing
justice for the deprived would-be
teachers who have been the direct
victims of this scam.
Six years ago, the School Service
Commission of West Bengal had
conducted a State Level Selection
Test for recruitment of teachers for
classes 9-10 and 11-12. The results
published in November 2017 and
March 2018 surprisingly did not
reveal the respective score and
ranks of all applicants, only letting
applicants know if they had passed
or not. The ranks were later revealed
under pressure from the Court, but
recruitments did not comply with
the merit list. It turned out that well

connected individual, daughter of
one of an accused minister Paresh
Adhikari, to mention just one example,
got jobs even after not qualifying in
the merit list. On February 28, 2019,
deprived candidates launched an
indefinite protest fast on the Kolkata
Press Club grounds and thus began
the protracted movement against the
SSC recruitment scam.
A month into the protest fast
movement, Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and then education
minister Partha Chatterjee had
met the protesters and assured
them to correct all anomalies and
ensure prompt recruitment of
all according to the merit list. A
committee was formed and the fast
was withdrawn on 28 March. But
the deprived candidates were in for
another shock when they found the
government had gone back on the
assurance with yet another round
of selective recruitment. Protests
resumed, as did the legal battle, and
the movement continued despite
police repression, administrative
obstacles and disruption caused
by the pandemic and Assembly
elections. It is this determined
relentless struggle of deserving but
deprived youth which exposed what
the High Court described as 'tip of
the iceberg'.
The revelations have reignited the
popular discontent in West Bengal
against the TMC misrule. The BJP
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clearly seems to have discovered
a huge opportunity to fish in the
troubled waters of West Bengal.
After Maharashtra, West Bengal
and neighbouring Jharkhand are
understandably favourite targets for
the BJP's power-grabbing Operation
Lotus campaign. Three Congress
MLAs of Jharkhand have already
been caught travelling in a cash-laden
car in Howrah District even as film
star turned BJP brand ambassador
Mithun Chakraborty claims to be in
touch with at least thirty-eight TMC
legislators. While the dominant
TRP-hunting media has discovered a
goldmine of gossip and sensation and
the BJP is busy with its horse-trading
game plan, the youth movement for
jobs and justice has to hold on to its
agenda and the Left must extend full
support to this great battle. The CM
is yet to hold any open discussion
with the protesters, but TMC leader
Abhishek Banerjee has initiated talks
with a select delegation of protesters
thereby creating serious doubt about
the government's plans.
Recruitment
scams
depriving
deserving job aspirants and admission
scams denying higher education
opportunities to deserving students
have become a sordid reality in today's
India. In BJP-ruled states such scams
are being systematically hushed up
and agitations crushed with brute
force. The infamous Vyapam scam of
Madhya Pradesh is the most shocking
example where scores of whistleblowers and witnesses have been
physically bumped off to suppress
the pursuit of justice. Credit goes to
the agitating youth and justice-loving
citizens of West Bengal for having
exposed the rot in the recruitment
process and led the movement for
justice to the present juncture. All
support should now be extended to
the agitating youth of West Bengal
to secure an emphatic victory over
this sordid scam and systematic
subversion of the rights and dreams
of young Bengal. n

FREEDOM 75

India at 75: Let the Battle for
Democracy Intensify

T

\ DIPANKAR BHATTACHARYA

wo days before the seventyfifth
anniversary
of
Independence, India was
once again reminded of the horrific
continuing reality of caste oppression.
Indra Meghwal, a 9-year-old Dalit child
from Surana village of Rajasthan’s
Jalore district, who had been brutally
beaten up by a school teacher on July
20th for drinking water from a pot,
apparently “reserved” for the upper
castes, succumbed to his injuries. The
school was a Saraswati Vidyamandir
run by the RSS educational network.
On the same day, news came from
Odisha’s Nabarangpur district of a
fierce attack on Adivasi hamlets. In
the name of saving forest land, the
shelters of scores of Adivasi families
were torched and their standing crops
destroyed. In Hargaon of Sitapur
district of UP, Arjun Lal, a CPIML
leader and member of the Zila Parishad,
had to face torture and detention in
the local police station
when he went there
to file a complaint
against atrocity
on Dalits in his
Zila Parishad
segment.
F r o m
Haryana
c a m e
videos of
the poor being
denied ration
for
not
being able
to pay for the
tricolour!
On August 15th,
even as Narendra Modi
delivered his customarily
long Independence Day
address for more than 80
minutes, invoking India’s Nari

Shakti, the BJP government in an
election-bound Gujarat set free eleven
convicts who had been sentenced to
life imprisonment for the horrific
gang-rape of Bilkis Bano and murder
of seven members of her family,
including her toddler daughter in the
2002 post-Godhra pogrom. While
rape and murder convicts are being
set free and felicitated, justice-seekers,
human rights campaigners, writers
and pro-democracy activists have
been languishing in jails for years and
more such people are being implicated
and incarcerated across India almost
on a daily basis. Patriotic democratic
citizens therefore, rightly did not
let the seventy-fifth anniversary of
India’s independence to be reduced
to an occasion for festive celebration,
instead renewing their pledge to
uphold the radical legacy of the
freedom movement and intensify the
battle for a sovereign, socialist, secular
democratic India as envisioned in the
preamble to India’s Constitution.
A week ahead of the 75th anniversary,
Bihar witnessed a major political
realignment on August 9th, which is
also marks the 80th anniversary of the
historic Quit India movement. Nitish
Kumar once again severed ties with the
BJP and joined hands with the RJD
and the Mahagathbandhan, thereby
leading to the ouster of the BJP from
power and formation of a non-BJP
government. Bihar thus, rebuffed the
BJP’s aggressive ‘Operation Lotus’
campaign to grab maximum power
and reversed the gain Modi and Shah
most recently made in Maharashtra by
engineering large-scale defection in
the Shiv Sena. The tension between the
BJP and the JDU had been escalating
for quite some time. Since the BJP’s
victory in UP elections in FebruaryMarch 2022, there has been an open

clamour for replication of the ‘UP
model’ of ‘Bulldozer Raj’ in Bihar and
the names of several BJP leaders began
to get bandied about as prospective
BJP chief ministers. The Speaker and
the Chief Minister had a showdown
in the Assembly, and during the BJP
jamboree in Patna on July 30th and
31st, party president JP Nadda went
to the extent of saying that regional
parties were on their way out and
that the BJP would soon be the only
party left in the country. Bihar has
succeeded in erecting a barrier to the
BJP’s bulldozer and its game plan to
foist ‘one-party rule’ on India.
Enraged by its ouster from power,
the BJP is bound to try every trick
to destabilise the new government
and step up its campaign of hate, lies
and violence in Bihar. This has to be
resisted by all means. Bihar is yet to
recover from the adverse impact of
the pandemic and the lockdown.
Hate crimes have been on the rise, the
poor are facing an increased threat of
eviction from their lands and homes,
education and healthcare have become
highly privatised and prohibitively
expensive, and the much promised 19
lakh jobs are nowhere to be realised.
The new government will have to work
on a war-footing and with vision and
determination to reverse this trajectory
and deliver. To this end, the new
arrangement will have to be bolstered
by adopting common minimum
programme, developing a mechanism
of consultation and monitoring in the
form of a coordination committee,
and ensuring an urgent overhaul of
the broader institutional framework
of governance including the various
committees and commissions. CPIML
and other parties of the Left have
resolved to discharge their fullest role
in this new context, extending outside
support and due cooperation to the
government, and expanding the role
of Bihar as a bastion of resistance and
powerhouse of people’s movements to
free the whole of India from the BJP’s
bulldozer.n
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We, the People of India, Have One Mission –
Save our Freedom, Democracy, Constitution!

A

week ahead of the
75th
anniversary
of
Independence,
India
commemorates the 80th anniversary
of the Quit India movement on August
9th, 2022. The Congress leadership
was arrested immediately after giving
the ‘Quit India’ call from the 1942 All
India Congress Committee session
in Mumbai, but the call triggered
a popular upsurge in several parts
of India and even gave rise to four
parallel governments – Ballia in UP,
Tamluk in Bengal, Talcher in Odisha
and Satara in Maharashtra. The Satara
parallel government in fact lasted till
1947, becoming the historical bridge
between the Quit India movement
and the final exit of the British
colonial rulers.
History has, however, played a cruel
joke on India. Power has passed
into the hands of forces whose
predecessors had not just stayed
away from the freedom movement,
but collaborated with the colonial
rulers during various phases since
the 1857 War of Independence.
In 2014, Narendra Modi came to
power with the call of a ‘Congressmukt Bharat’ – an India free from the
Indian National Congress. Today,
Home Minister Amit
Shah boasts about the BJP
ruling India for fifty years
and BJP President JP

Nadda talks about the BJP becoming
the single party in India! Oppositionruled governments are being
destabilised and toppled one after
another, opposition party offices
are being raided and encircled by
the police and opposition leaders are
being harassed relentlessly by the ED.
When the Constitution and National
Flag were being adopted, RSS had
explicitly rejected both, insisting on
recognising the Manusmriti as India’s
foundational code and the saffron
flag as India’s national flag. The RSS
opposition to the constitutional
direction of free and modern India
was not confined to just ideological
polemics. It did everything possible
to destabilise and derail the fledgling
republic. The assassination of Gandhi
was part and parcel of this larger
conspiracy. Another conspiratorial
event happened in Ayodhya on the
night of December 22nd, 1949 –
just a month ahead of the formal
enforcement of the Constitution
on January 26th, 1950, when a Ram
idol was clandestinely installed in
the Babri Masjid with the blessings
of the Ayodhya City Magistrate
Guru Dutt Singh and District
Magistrate KKK Nayar, both
of whom subsequently
joined active politics
under the banner of the
Bharatiya Jan Sangh, the
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organisational predecessor of today’s
BJP.
It is pertinent to remember the words
of Sardar Patel, India’s first Home
Minister, who had to ban the RSS
in the wake of the assassination of
Gandhi. The communique issued by
the Government of India made it clear
that the ban was necessitated to root
out the forces of hate and violence
that were putting the nation in peril.
In his letters to Shyama Prasad and
Golwalkar, Patel took note of the
communal poison being spread by the
RSS and its disastrous consequences
which claimed many lives, including
that of Gandhi. The ban was eventually
lifted on July 11th, 1949 after the RSS
had given in writing its acceptance
of the Constitution and the National
Flag. The communique issued while
lifting the ban expressed the hope that
the RSS, as promised, would function
as a democratic organisation in the
cultural sphere, eschewing secrecy
and abjuring violence. With the ban
lifted, the RSS of course went back
to its old ways as India has been
experiencing at such great cost.
Today, the Modi government is
using the 75th anniversary of India’s
independence as a mega opportunity
to distort history and hijack icons of
India’s freedom movement. It has
amended the Flag Code to turn the
flag into a business item, removing it
from its history as a symbol of struggle
for self-reliance and revival of India’s
once thriving handloom industry
which was decimated by the British
colonial rule to promote Britain’s
cotton mills. It has also robbed the
word Azadi of its core meaning. Azadi
in our freedom movement meant not
just freedom from colonial rule, but
also freedom from all kinds of social
bondage and oppression. From the
status of a subject people under
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British rule and various kingdoms,
‘We, the People of India’ became
free citizens of a free country with
the adoption of India’s Constitution.
Today, all these liberties of Indian
people are at stake. Citizens are
being persecuted for telling the
truth, seeking justice and demanding
rights. In spite of the trauma of
Partition, India had resolved to move

on as a secular democratic republic
respecting the social diversity and
composite culture that defined
the Indian mosaic. Today, that
very resolve is being sought to be
reversed as the constitutional goal
of a sovereign socialist secular
democratic India is being effectively
replaced by the century-old dream of
the RSS of turning secular India into

a fascist Hindu Rashtra.
As part of our sustained ‘We,
the People of India’ campaign to
celebrate the 75th anniversary
of India’s independence, let us
therefore renew our resolve to build
the India of the dreams of our great
martyrs. We, the People of India have
one mission – Save our Freedom,
Democracy, & Constitution! n

Freedom Marches Organized Across the
Country

A

national campaign was
organized
across
the
country from August 9th to
15th , to mark the occasion of the 75th
anniversary of Independence and
80th anniversary of the Quit India
movement of 1942, with the slogan
'Save Constitution, Save Democracy!
Build India of Martyrs' Dreams!'
to fulfil the vision enshrined in the
Preamble to the Indian Constitution
of making India a sovereign, secular,
socialist and democratic country, and
against the relentless attacks on the
values and vision of the Constitution,
democracy and freedom.

on the constitutional foundation and
framework of our republic, on India's
composite culture and social fabric, on
the lives and livelihood of the common
people and liberties of dissenting citizens,
we renew our resolve to carry forward the
glorious legacy of our freedom movement
and intensify the battle for a sovereign
socialist secular democratic India.”
On August 15th, the 75th Independence
Day was observed everywhere
through flag-hoisting, followed by
reading out of the Preamble of the
Constitution of India.

Bihar

On August 9th, the party organised
pledge-taking meetings on the
80th anniversary of the Quit India
Movement at thousands of places
across different states, where
th efollowing pledge was taken
collectively:
“On the 75th anniversary of India's
independence, we pay our respectful
homage to the great martyrs and
freedom-fighters who had sacrificed
their all to free India from the clutches
of British colonialism. The freedom
movement has given us a rich legacy
of ideas and struggles to take India
forward to the constitutionally
proclaimed goal of a sovereign socialist
secular democratic republic. Today,
as we face an unprecedented assault

The state capital Patna witnessed
a massive march on August 11th
from Buddha Smriti Park to the
Martyrs' Memorial at the Vidhan
Sabha, where tributes were paid to
the seven young freedom fighters
– Umakant Prasad Sinha, Devipad
Chaudhury, Ramanand Singh, Satish
Prasad Jha, Jagpati Kumar, Rajendra

Singh and Ramgovind Singh. They
were martyred on this day in 1942
while hoisting the national flag
on the Secretariat. Tributes were
also paid to Khudiram Bose, the
great revolutionary of the freedom
movement whose martyrdom
inspired many.
The Freedom March was attended by
MLAs, CPIML leaders and activists
and common masses. Addressing the
meeting at the Martyrs' Memorial,
Com. Dhirendra Jha said that “7
students sacrificed their lives in 1942
at this very spot for the country's
freedom, but unfortunately those
in power today took no part in the
freedom movement and are making
a mockery of the great martyrs who
died for India's freedom and the
values for which they gave their lives
for.”
“We pledge to intensify and expand the
struggle to protect the Constitution,
democracy and to build the India of
the martyrs' dreams,” added Com.
Rajaram Singh.
On August 14th, a citizens' convention
was organized on the occasion of the
75th anniversary of Independence
on August 14th, 2022 at Jakkanpur
in Patna. It was decided at the
convention to build the Batukeshwar
Dutt Memorial Gate near Gauaiya
Math in Jakkanpur. The gate will
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be dedicated to the public on great
revolutionary Batukeshwar Dutt's
birth anniversary November 18th,
the foundation stone for which
will be laid on Bhagat Singh's birth
anniversary September 28th.

the preamble of the Constitution
were read across the state to take
the oath to uphold our freedom
and protect the Constitution &
democracy. National flag and red
flag were hoisted in several blocks
and villages and homage paid to the
freedom fighters of our country.

On August 15th, national flag-hoisting
program and party campaign call
were observed across Bihar. During
the event, CPIML Bihar State
Secretary Com. Kunal noted that
“today, amidst the fascist onslaught,
it is important to uphold the radical
legacy of the freedom movement and
intensify the battle for a sovereign,
socialist, secular democratic India as
envisioned in the preamble to India’s
Constitution.”
“The recent political changes in Bihar
are a clear message to those who
want to destroy India’s democratic
values, that those forces spreasing
hatred and violence will be thrown
into the dustbin of history,” added
Com. Kunal.
The Cultural group Jan Sanskriti
Manch, launched a Freedom 75
cultural tour from Ara to Patna on
August 15 to spread the message and
legeacy of Indian glorious freedom
movement. With the message that the
immediate task for us to carry forward
the common heritage of the freedom
struggle and protect the democratic
values acquired in the freedom, the
central cultural team of Jan Sanskriti
Manch reached out to the masses with
songs, folk songs, dramas, dialogues
on the occasion of the 75th year of
independence. The tour passing
from Patna, Begusarai, Samastipur,
Darbhanga reached Madhubani on
August 20.

West Bengal
On occasion of the 75th anniversary
of India’s independence, the
nationwide campaign ‘Save our
Freedom, Democracy, Constitution’
was observed from August 9th to
15th in various districts of West
Bengal. A public meeting on 'We, the

Left parties observed the 75th
independence day in front of Gandhi
Bhawan, Beliaghata, Kolkata by taking
vow to protect the socialist, secular
and democratic ethos of the country.
CPIML Politburo member Kartick Pal
addressed the meeting and upheld
the need to recall the sacrifice of our
martyrs in the freedom struggle and
expose those who betrayed it.
People of India' was organized by
Pragatisheel Nagarik Udyog (Bali)
at Bali Ashutosh Library on August
9th to commemorate 80 years of
the historical Quit India Movement.
CPIML Politburo member Partha
Ghosh addressed the meeting
and discussed the essence of the
independence movement and the
lessons learnt.
On August 11th, the 115th martyrdom
day of revolutionary Khudiram Bose,
one of the youngest martyrs of the
Indian Independence movement, was
observed by the student and youth
front of the Party. Meetings, street
corner meetings, processions were
held in Kolkata, Hooghly, Nadia and
other parts of the state.
On August 13th, CPIML also paid
homage to the martyrs of the
Kashipur Baranagar massacre that
took palce in North Kolkata which
began from August 13th, 1971, soon
after the murder of Comrade Saroj
Dutta. Hundreds of youth, who were
inspired by the flames of Naxalbari
were brutally killed.
On August 15th, the people's pledge
'We, the People of India Have
One Mission –Save our Freedom,
Democracy, Constitution' along with
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In Siliguri, 75 years of independence
was observed to renew our resolve to
build the India of the dreams of our
great martyrs. The national flag was
hoisted by the party's state secretary
Abhijit Majumder and the red flag
was hoisted by Darjeeling district
secretary Pabitra Singh.
In Belgharia, a public meeting was
organized to highlight the role of
women and left in the freedom
movement of our country. Teacher
and activist Satabdi Das, while
speaking about courageous roles
of women freedom fighters said
Pritilata Waddedar, Kalpana Dutta,
Kalyani Das, Veena Das, Suhasini
Ganguly, Ela Sen, Sulta Kar, Kamala
Dasgupta, Aruna Asaf Ali, Nanibala
Devi, Dukri Bala Devi, Matangini
Hazra, Sarojani Naidu and only a
few others are found in history books
and the rest are unnamed and mostly
ignored. Women like Begum Hazrat
Mahal, Muhammadi Khanam, Kanpur
courtesan Ajijun Bai, B Amma; tribal
women revolutionaries Quili, Velu
Nachia, Lakshmi Bai's associate
Jhankari Bai, Mandira, Sundar Bau,
Mundari Bai, Moti Bai were integral
part of freedom movement, fighting
against tyranny, should-to-shoulder
with their male counterparts.
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Tamilnadu

The Quit India call of 1942, was
reverberating in the erstwhile
Ramnadhapuram district (now
Sivagangai and Ramanathapuram) in
Tamilnadu on August 14th to 17th. In
1942, Tiruvegamputhur, Tiruvadanai
and adjoining villages, 22 km South
of Devakottai, had witnessed massive
mass movement against the tyrannical
British Raj. On August 14th, freedom
fighters cutting across caste barriers
converged at Tiruvegamputhur to
chalk out plan to implement the
August call under the leadership of
Sardar Balabharathi. In order to cut
off the movement of British troops
from Madurai, an important bridge
was demolished and telephone
connections were snapped. Fighters
marched towards Tiruvadanai jail
where around 30 sathyagrahis had
been jailed. Overwhelmed by the
surge of people headed by the fighters
the said jail was broken and the
sathyagrahgis were set free.
This event had attracted the people
far and wide. Terrified, the British
troops shot Sivangnam, one of the
leaders of the movement after tying
him to a tamarind tree. This act had
angered the people and thousands
and thousands marched towards
Devakottai, where the court buildings
were ransacked and burnt. The British

troops opened fire indiscriminately
on the freedom fighters. Seventy-five
people were killed, of which 14 were
women. More than 300 were seriously
injured.

won freedom and Constitution from
the subversive attempts of Modi
government.” The programme was
concluded with the recital of the
National Anthem.

Such was the greatest sacrifice of
people of Tamil Nadu during the
Quit India Movement, which was the
final blow to the British Raj and paved
way for August 15th, 1947. After the
Independence, in memory of these
August martyrs a park was built and
a Martyrs’ Column was erected at
Devakottai.

Uttar Pradesh

Now, the insensitive municipal
administration planned to convert
this park into an entertainment
park. RYA activists objected to this
and brought out a poster followed
by submission of a memorandum to
the municipal chairman demanding
restoring the park as martyrs' park
and displaying the names of the
martyrs. It drew support of the
people in the town across party
lines. Bowing to people’s pressure,
the local administration erected
a board hastily with names of the
martyrs. But not without a blunder
of putting the wrong martyrdom date
as August 14th instead of 17th! This
also been brought to the notice of the
authorities concerned.
On August 15th, CPIML organised a
pledge taking meeting inside the park.
The activists who gathered garlanded
the martyrs' column, observed two
minutes silence. The meeting was
held inside the park, with CPIML
leaders Balasundaram (CCM),
Narayanan, Simpson and AIPWA
leader Santhanamary addressing
the gathering. Tributes were paid to
the anti-colonial warriors like Veeran
Sundaralingam,
Kattapomman,
Valliyappan
Olaganathan
Chidambaram Pillai, Marudhu
brothers, Velu Nachiyar, Kuily (a
woman lieutenant of Nachiyar)
among many others.
Com. Balasundaram noted that “The
need of hour is to safeguard the hard-

The 'Save Freedom, Democracy,
Constitution'
campaign
was
conducted across various districts
across Uttar Pradesh. Pamphlet
distribution, marches, rallies and
meetings were organized under the
campaign. Flag-hoisting programs
were held at offices and amongst
the people. The Preamble to the
Constitution was read at meetings
and the pledge taken to protect the
Constitution and build the India of
martyrs' dreams.
In Lucknow district, a 'We the People
of India' programme was organized
and pledge taken at Rania Mau
village on the 75th anniversary of
Independence. A freedom march
was organized on August 14th from
Mohibullapur and culminating in a
meeting at BKT. A freedom march
was held on August 15th at Khadri
in Madiaon, Babasaheb Ambedkar's
statue was garlanded, followed by a
meeting addressed by AIPWA and
CPIML leaders, including Meena and
Nemilal. Freedom marches, rallies,
meetings and flag hoisting programs
were organized at various districts,
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including Sonbhadra, Chandauli,
Mirzapur, Sitapur, Lakhimpur Kheri,
Kanpur, Mathura and Rae Bareli.

Delhi

On August 15th, CPIML observed
'Save
Freedom,
Democracy,
Constitution' campaign in different
parts of Delhi. At Bhagat Singh
Ambedkar Pathshala in Kusumpur
Pahadi, CPIML, AICCTU, AISA
and RYA organised a flag-hoisting
and reading of the Preamble of
Constitution. Akash Bhattacharya,
former faculty of Azim Premji
University, Bangalore, addressed the
gathering with a short history of the
significance of our freedom struggle.
Com. Sucheta De, Central Committee
member of CPIML noted that “Today
not only our institutions are under
the threat of fascist assault. People’s
livelihood, their housing and their
right to life are being bulldozed to
pave way for corporate development.”

“At one side, PM Modi gives speech of
roof [housing] for all, but on the other
hand every day we are witnessing
poor people are evicted from their
slums and their shanties are being
demolished,” she added.
Com. Ravi Rai, Delhi State Secretary,
who spoke at the event at Narela
Industrial Area said that the glorious
legacy of our freedom movement
teaches us that forces of hatred and
violence has no place in country. We
all must stand firm in defence of our
democratic and constitutional values,
which are the product of the sacrifices
of our freedom fighters.

Karnataka

Similar programs were organized
with the street vendors union across
the city of Bengaluru. The Freedom
- 75 campaign was organized at
the Shivajinagar Market and at
Vijayanagar Market where several
street vendors distributed pamphlets
and spoke about the freedom struggle,
what freedom means, and how they
envision the country.

In Karnataka, AICCTU and AISA were
part of a campaign from August 1st to
August 15th along with various other
organizations for the celebration of
75 years of Freedom and to remember
all those who fought for freedom
and to carry forward their ideals. It
was launched on 1st August with the
BBMP Pourakarmikara Sangha near
their homes at K.R. Puram, Bengaluru.
The struggle of the working class,
including the sanitation workers
which were part of the freedom
struggle was remembered.

On 15th August a meeting was held in
the party office at Bengaluru where a
discussion took place in regard to what
independence and freedom means,
and how we envisage a free India.
The sacrifices made by all those who
fought for freedom was remembered
and their ideals reinforced. The
contribution of the working class,
adivasis,
women,
agricultural
labourers was highlighted. The pledge
was read and it was decided to carry
forward the struggle for full and
complete freedom. n

Freedom marches were held at many
places, including Gandhi Nagar,
Kondli, Vasant Kunj, Delhi University,
JNU etc.
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Start-Ups End Up in Shrinking
the Workforce!

T

\ ATANU CHAKRAVARTY

he dark side of Start-Up
Unicorns has begun to raise
its ugly head. Under the garb
of 'restructuring', and ' realignment
of operations', the Start-Ups have
begun to fire or terminate contracts
of employees as a 'cost cutting
measure'. Indian start-ups have
retrenched a little over 11,000
people in the last six months.
Industry experts predict that the
situation might get worsened soon
when more than 60,000 employees
are expected to be axed by the end
of this year!
On 29 May 2022, Mr Modi, in his
‘Mann Ki Baat’ show, trumpeted
that the Start-Ups are a 'matter of
immense pride and have renewed
confidence in India's abilities''. He
boasted that the country's unicorns
are valued at $ 330 billion, i.e., 25
lakh crores of rupees with faster
average growth rate like the UK, the
US and other western countries. A
single unicorn is assessed to make
a turnover of, at least, 7,500 crore
rupees. “Even during the COVID
pandemic, the Indian start-ups
continued to create wealth and
value”, he claimed.
However, this ''pride of every
Indian'' has burst asunder. StartUps in the country have fired
11,615 employees since January
this year. Seven unicorn start-ups

- Ola, Blinkit, Unacademy, Vedantu,
Cars24, Mobile Premier League
and Byju’s have also slashed their
workforce following this trend. In
April 2022, Ola retrenched 2,100
contract workers in a massive
restructuring of its quick commerce
business Ola Dash. Blinkit, acquired
by Zomato a couple of weeks ago,
laid off 1,600 workers in March.
World's most valued edu-tech
company Byju’s axed 600 workers.
The Start-Ups have immensely
benefited through a host of economic
and other policy measures by the
Central Government. A funding of
Rs. 960 crore has been enabled for
Start-Ups through various schemes.
Rs. 868 crore sanctioned fund for
infrastructure, tax exemption on
investment above Fair Market
Value, exemption from compliance
of nine environment and labour laws
through Start-Up India web portal,
online self-certification for labour
laws through Shram Suvidha portal,
relaxation of norms for public
procurement, credit guarantee
scheme (corpus of Rs. 2,000 crore
across three years - collateral free,
fund & non fund-based credit
support) and such other benefits
have been extended to Start-Ups.
Extracting huge benefits from
the government, the Start-Ups
gained exponential profit during
the pandemic-induced boom. It is
worth recollecting that the “StartUp India” scheme is an initiative of
the central government supposedly
for employment generation and
wealth creation. The goal of StartUp India is the development
and innovation of goods and
services and is also to increase
the employment rate in India. The

eligibility for a Start-Up, according
to the central government policies,
is that it should be an incorporated
company as a private limited or as
a registered partnership firm and
its turnover should be less than
Rs 100 crore in any of the previous
financial years. The much-touted
goal of generating and increasing
employment through Start-Ups
has proved to be the greatest hoax.
At present, according to the CMIE
(Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy), India's unemployment
rate has soared to 7.8 per cent in
June 2022 with 13 million jobs
lost, mostly in the agricultural
sector. Now, retrenchment in
the Start -Ups are adding to the
vast army of unemployed. The
grim unemployment scenario and
ever rising inflation are the main
economic issues today. By its own
admission, vacant positions in the
central government employment
are close to 8,00,000. Mahesh
Vyas, CEO of CMIE has said, "the
proportion of people employed
in GOI is amongst the lowest in
the world. In most countries, the
proportion of people hired in
government jobs is much higher
and those governments do provide
a lot more services to their people".
However, in India, the situation is
just the opposite.
The new labour codes have provided
an arm to the employers to fire the
workforce at their own whims and
fancies. The precarious situation
of huge working population and
their vulnerability has increased
manifold.
All
the
existing
institutions have not only failed to
protect the teeming millions, but
have exacerbated their miseries
to its zenith. It is time to fight
back these draconian laws. United
workers resistance alone is the
befitting challenge to the fascist
regime and its onslaughts on the
working class and the economy. n
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Bank Loan Write-Offs: Serving the Corporates

B

ank loan write-offs and bank
frauds continue to mount at
an unprecedented rate under
the BJP regime in the last eight years.
Public Sector Banks (PSBs) which
were in good financial health till
2014, started hitting the floor since
the start of the Modi regime. This
is also the time when corporate
defaulters were given the freedom
to regularly flee from the country
with unpaid debts amounting to
millions of rupees. Rishi Agarwal
was the latest prominent name who
left the shores with a whopping debt
of Rs. 24,000 Crore! His promoted
company – ABG Shipyard – has
featured prominently amongst the
list of willful defaulters. However,
what bothers the government though,
is the expenditure on welfare schemes
meant for the poor. The PM who is
noticeably silent on these absconders,
is concerned about the amount spent
on subsidies. Using his profound
rhetorical skills of twisting the truth,
he has recently termed the subsidies
as ‘Revadies’ (sugar coated sweets).
The Prime Minister of a country like
India where billions of poor strive to
survive, takes the liberty to insult its
citizens for availing their rights of
social welfare. The fact of the matter
though, is that the expenditure on
welfare schemes as a percentage of
GDP is dwindling, whereas write-offs
and bank frauds continue to rise to
astonishing levels. BJP’s IT cell and
the RSS foot soldiers are deployed to
work overtime to keep the communal
atmosphere charged up providing
political cover to the beneficiaries
of this bank loot and the crony
corporates of the Modi regime.
As per The Hindu, the total writeoffs amounted to almost Rs. 10 lakh
crore in the last five financial years
under Modi regime. Whereas, the
loan write-offs in the last six years of

\ SAURABH NARUKA

UPA regime (2008-14) was Rs. 32,000
crores (New Indian Express, January
11th, 2021). The comparison shown
below makes it clear about the way
in which the country has progressed
under the Modi regime.
The year wise break-up of write-offs
under Modi regime is given in Table 1.
Gitanjali Gems Ltd. topped the list of
willful defaulters by March, 2022. It
is followed by Era Infra Engineering,
Concast Steel and Power, REI Agro
Ltd. and ABG Shipyard Ltd. Mehul
Chokshi's company Gitanjali Gems
owes Indian banks a staggering Rs.
7,110 crore. Era Infra Engineering
owes Rs. 5,879 crore, whereas Concast
Steel & Power Ltd. owes Rs. 4,107
crore. Other major fraudsters are
REI Agro Ltd. and ABG Shipyard who
have defrauded banks to the tune of
Rs. 3,984 crore and Rs. 3,708 crore,
respectively (The Hindu, Aug 2nd,
2022).
Similar to bank write-offs, bank
frauds have been mounting at a
rapid rate after this government has
assumed power in 2014. As per India
Today, RBI numbers entail that the
country is losing a whopping Rs. 100
Crore each day on an average since
2014. In the financial year of 202021, banking frauds syphoned off Rs.
1.38 lakh crores. During this period,
the recoveries were a little over Rs.
1,000 crore. This was less than one
per cent of the outflow. (India Today,
15 December, 2021).

Using Depositors’
Money to Bail out
Defaulting Creditors
The BJP government argues that most
of the write-offs and bank frauds have
occurred on loans granted during the
Congress regime. Let us look at the
reality of this claim.
In order to write-off any bank loan,
the financial asset in bankers’ book
has to be first classified as ‘NonPerforming Assets’ (NPAs). An NPA
is any loan or advance taken from
a bank on which interest and/or
principal has remained overdue for
90 days from the date of payment of
instalment. This would mean that
all the advances and loans which
have been written-off now must
have remained overdue for 90 days
under the present regime. Even if one
considers that the loans were granted
before 2014, the question arises
as to why those who were earlier
paying instalments regularly began
to default during the Modi regime.
Why have defaults started happening
at a relatively rapid pace under the
present regime? Is it because of the
impunity granted to defaulters?
The Modi government, however,
argues that early recognition of substandard financial assets of banks by
them brought to surface the problem
of NPAs. Even if one concedes to this
argument, which goes against the
very definition of NPAs stated above,
the question arises as to what the BJP

Table 1: Year wise break-up of write-offs under Modi regime
Financial Year

Amount (Rs. In lakh crore)

2021-22

1,57,096

2020-21

2,02,781

2019-20

2,34,170

2018-19

2,36,265

2017-18

1,61,328
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Government did after 2014 to recover
these sub-standard assets. What is
the recovery rate and mechanism put
in place to settle these loans and what
is its success?

Modi Government
Never Meant to
Recover Defaults
During the initial years of the Modi
regime, the government established
the Insolvency Bankruptcy Court
(IBC) and National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) with the stated
objective of settlement of NPAs
of banks. IBC defines the process
and NCLT is the institutional
mechanism
through
which
settlement process is carried out.
This was with the stated intent to
clear the balance sheets of banks
for achieving financial soundness.
What actually happened in the
process was bank write-offs were
made possible at amazing speeds
with very low recovery rates. The
defaulters also didn’t face any
criminal procedure. Their balance
sheet got ‘cleaned’ at the expense of
ordinary depositors of banks who
are being made to bear the cost
of ‘hair-cuts’ (reduction applied
to the value of an asset) extended
to defaulters in return of ‘timely
settlement’ of debts.
As of March 2022, the amount of debt
resolved through the IBC stands at
Rs. 6.85 lakh crores, and the creditors
have realized around Rs. 2.25 lakh
crores (Business Standard, May 9th,
2022). This is less than one-third the
amount admitted for settlement of
debts under the IBC process. This
number also doesn’t give a true
picture as this figure of one-third
falls to less than one-fourth as soon
as few large settlements are taken
away. Of the 4,451 cases admitted
under the IBC process, 396 were
resolved, 1,349 were liquidated, 1,114
were closed or withdrawn, and 1,682
are still pending.

The sheer scale of liquidation shows
that the stated purpose of reviving
sick companies has not been met.
Corporates have defaulted on debts
and liquidated their companies after
enjoying substantial hair-cut. The
burden of which is not only borne
by ordinary depositors as stated
above, but also by public exchequer
since Rs. 3.10 lakh crore has been
allocated for recapitalization of
PSBs for carrying out this process
of ‘cleaning the balance-sheet’. The
ultimate financial burden of this has
fallen on the public exchequer.

People's Money in
Corporate Coffers:
Modinomics
Supporters of the present
government claim that the
government’s
strategy
of
early recognition, resolution,
recapitalisation and reforms
have brought down the problem
of NPAs of late. The Gross NPAs
as a percentage of bank advances
stood at 4.10 % in 2014 when BJP
government assumed power in 2014.
It reached the peak of 11.5 % in 2018,
but has now come down to 5.97 %.
This is shown as a ‘success’ story
attributed to earlier recognition
of doubtful debts and timely
settlements of such debts. But, the
pertinent question that is brushed
under the carpet is who has borne
the burden of the whole process.
It should be pointed out that PSBs
had collective loss totaling Rs.
1,64,474 crore from the financial
years 2016 to 2019. The Centre,
thus, lost out on dividends and
tax revenues, which in turn put
pressure on government finances
at multiple levels. Let us see what
happened just one year before the
Modi government assumed power.
In the financial year 2013-14, the
PSBs were running on a gross profit
of Rs. 37,393 crore.
In summation, the public money of

both the depositors and tax payers
has been used to ‘clean’ the balance
sheet of PSBs. A staggering amount
of credit to corporate defaulters
has been written-off. A massive
amount of public money has been
spent on recapitalization, and to
infuse liquidity during the process,
the exercise of demonetization was
carried out.
At the end of the whole painful
exercise, the PSBs are being merged
with bigger banks in the name of
taking advantage of synergies of
process and cutting costs to push
profitability up. This is being done
with the ultimate objective of
pushing privatization. It is pertinent
to mention here that the Banking
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021, has
been brought to reduce minimum
government holding in the PSBs to
26 % from 51 %.
The need of the hour is to turn
around the process of privatization
of Public Sector Banks and resisting
the loot of public money. A few
crony corporates of the present
regime must not be allowed to first
loot the banks by not paying their
debt, and then to be rewarded for
this crime by being the owner of the
same banks. The banks, when they
are owned by the public sector, play
an important role such as financial
inclusion, development of banking
networks in rural hinterland and
priority sector lending. These roles
will no more be played by banks if
they are handed over to profitseeking private bodies. Corporates
have already milked the IBC and
NCLT process to get substantial
haircuts; it is not difficult to guess
as to what will happen to depositor’s
money once the banks are owned by
the same corporates. Saving PSBs
thus, is the struggle to safeguard
the hard-earned savings of ordinary
people. n
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ECI Must Rollback
Aadhar-EPIC Linkage

T

he reports of mass Aadhar
collection drives by the
Election Commission and
mandatory collection of Aadhar
numbers
during
verification
processes, in the context of the
introduction of Form 6B and
the amendment to Form 6 of the
Registration of Electors Rules, 1960,
which effectively make provision of
Aadhar number mandatory for people
who are Aadhar card-holders is a
matter of serious concern.
Of course, the passage of the Election
Laws (Amendment) Act, 2021 enables
the linking of electoral roll data with
the Aadhar system. At the time of
passage, the Stated Objective in the
Bill for such linkage was to curb the
menace of multiple enrolment of the
same person in different places. It was
also assured that the linkage would
be purely voluntary (The Economic
Times, March 25, 2022). However, the
Forms now appear to effectively make
the linkage compulsory. This poses
grave repercussions for an already
fragile electoral democracy.
Over the past several years, rampant
errors and discrepancies in Aadhar
processes caused by technological
failures, biometric changes etc. have
resulted in loss of welfare benefits
to vulnerable populations across
the country. Moreover the genuine
concerns around the privacy issues
surrounding Aadhar database are
yet to be addressed. Just recently,
the UIDAI issued a circular asking
people to refrain from photocopies
of their Aadhaar cards in view of the
possibility of misuse of the same,
which was subsequently withdrawn
(The Economic Times, May 30,
2022). There are grave and legitimate
concerns surrounding the misuse of
demographic Aadhar data and its
impact of the Fundamental Right
to Privacy of Aadhar card-holders

especially in view of the lack of a
Personal Data Protection Law.
Linking of such a defective system
to the EPIC-Voter ID system by
this authority cannot reasonably be
expected to better the electoral roll,
and in fact, will likely increase the
possibility of external tampering
and voter fraud. Not only will there
be a likely impact on the sanctity of
electoral data, but fraudulent Aadhar
accounts may be used to legitimise
fraudulent names on the electoral
rolls. Hence, such a linkage of Aadhar
will be dangerous and will have to be
reconsidered.
There are also deep concerns
regarding voter profiling that are
required to be considered. In Andhra
Pradesh, a failure of Aadhar linking
resulted in a public dashboard being
available online where the homes of 50
lakh plus families could be identified
by religion and caste (HuffPost
India, September 11, 2018). Aadhar
demographic data includes details of
caste, religion, gender, name, family
details and other sensitive data,
which is crucial in voter profiling.
While issues surrounding exclusion
of marginalised communities from
electoral rolls are well-recorded,
a recent report shows as many as
20% voters belong to the Muslim
community
are
missing from electoral
rolls in Karnataka
(The Scroll, May 10,
2018).
The National Electoral
Roll
Purification
and Authentication
P r o g r a m m e
( N E R P A P )
undertaken in 2015 by
ECI wherein Aadhar
and voter IDs were
linked, consequent
to which nearly 55
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lakh voters in Andhra Pradesh and
Telengana were deleted from the
electoral roles (The Wire, February 26,
2019). With wholescale databasing
of voter demographic profiles, the
democratic processes are themselves
imperilled.
Importantly, Section 9 of the Aadhar
Act notes that Aadhar is not proof of
citizenship, and hence all Aadhar
card holders are not voters. Not
only this but since the Supreme
Court judgment in Justice K.S.
Puttaswamy (retd.) & Anr. v. Union
Of India limits mandatory use of
Aadhaar authentication to welfare
programmes and for income tax
purposes, not all voters have Aadhar.
Hence, the card-holders of Aadhar
and EPIC Voter IDs are entirely
different, and no purpose appears to
be served by linking the two.
The right to adult suffrage is enshrined
in Article 326 of the Constitution.
This constitutional right cannot be
made subject to willingness to share
Aadhar number. Moreover, the impact
of Aadhar linkage on free and fair
elections in view of apprehensions of
voter profiling cannot be overstated.
The CPIML has submitted a
memorandum to the ECI demanding
an immediate rollback of Aadhar
EPIC linkage and Aadhar Collection
by the Election Commission as well
as repeal of amendments to Form 6
and Form 6B of the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960. n
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Anti-fascist Convention
The Opposition Must Unite to
Fight Fascism

T

amilnadu unit of the CPIML
Liberation organized an
“Anti- Fascist Convention”
on 24 July at Thanjavur, a hotbed of
anti-feudal, democratic struggles
in Tamil Nadu, which was attended
by thousands of party members
and supporters from the delta
region of Tamil Nadu with bubbling
enthusiasm. The convention evoked
a good response from political circles
and intellectuals in addition to
toiling masses of Tamil Nadu. One
of the controversial BJP leaders, H
Raja, even called for a ban on the
convention as it was named against
saffron fascists.
CPIML General Secretary comrade
Dipankar delivered the keynote
address. He described in detail
one hundred years of history and
the development of Indian variety
of fascism. He also elaborated the
dangers posed by the fascism today
against the democracy and the
Constitution.
Comrade Dipankar said that the Union
government is undermining the
federal spirit of India by manipulating
rights of the state governments and
by amending related legislations. The
Modi government, unconstitutionally
brought in three Farm Laws while
the agriculture was the sole domain
of the state governments. Narendra
Modi government is transgressing the
powers of the states.

Masjid in Ayodhya in 1992 was
the announcement of the arrival
of fascism in India. Now, we are
witnessing fascism intruding all
walks of life, through its ruthless
onslaughts of communal, corporate
and casteist nature. When there is
an all-out attack on democracy and
when fascists are spreading hate
and divisive politics, there has to be
resistance on the ground to maintain
harmony, to counter the lies and to
uphold the truth.
He recalled the exemplary ideas and
the historic roles of Bhagat Singh,
Ambedkar and Periyar in the country
and also its relevance today in fighting
various aspects of fascism.
Comrade Dipankar called upon
the people to rise against the procorporate, communal fascism and to
overthrow the Modi led BJP regime
from the centre to save India and to
save the constitution.

of the anti-fascist convention by
the CPIML while several others
restrained from doing so. He also
assured VCK's cooperation in fighting
fascism. More importantly, he
identified the Left as a friendly force
in the struggle against fascism. He
also called upon the people to defeat
fascist Modi government in the 2024
general elections and also cautioned
that it can become a disaster for the
country, otherwise. The Convention
passed several resolutions and called
upon the people of Tamil Nadu to
work towards the ouster of the Modi
regime from the centre.
One of the resolutions also called
for a wider unity in action among
the Leftists, Ambedkarites and
Periyarists to defeat the Modi regime
and to further strengthen the ongoing
resistance struggles of the people.

He called upon the people and the
Opposition parties in particular
to unite in action to defeat fascists
which is a paramount duty before
the country today.

The CPIM Central Committee
Member Comrade U. Vasuki, CPI TN
State Executive Member Comrade
Periyasamy, Green Tamil Nadu
party’s Suba Udayakumar, Thanthai
Periyar Dravidar Kazhagam's State
Executive Member, Viduthalai Arasu
also addressed the convention.

Comrade Thirumavalavan, who is a
Member of the Parliament and also the
president of Viduthalai Chiruthaikal
Katchi (VCK - Liberation Pathers
Party), appreciated the initiative

CPIML Tamil Nadu State Secretary
NK Natarajan presided the convention
while Asaithambi, CCM, moderated
it. Comrade Chandramohan, CCM,
proposed a set of resolutions. n

He also said that the Modi government
is blurring the demarcation lines
between the legislature, executive
and the judiciary and is taking all
efforts to make all arms of the state
subordinated to the executive. It is in
this scenario that activists like Teesta
Setalvad and Mohammed Zubair are
being jailed and persecuted.
He said that the demolition of Babri
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Slum Demolitions in Delhi

M

ore than 600 families
of the Gyaspur Slum
in Delhi were forcibly
displaced from their homes on
August 8th, 2022, after being
served a short notice of two days
by the Delhi Development Authority
(DDA). Now, when the country
is celebrating its 75th year of
Independence, thousands of people
have been rendered homeless,
forced to live under the open sky,
and without access to food, water,
toilet or electricity.
A Citizen's Protest was held in front
of DDA headquarters, Vikas Sadan,
in Delhi on August 10th, with the
demand of stopping evictions of
poor and immediate rehabilitation
of all evicted families. CPIML leader
Sucheta De said that more than 1,000
people, including elders and infants
are under the open sky without
electricity, food or water as DDA
demolished their houses in Gyaspur.
They have been displaced because
the land is needed for recreational
park. How much anti-poor can the
governments be?
The protest was joined by Jhuggi
Adhikar Manch, Dhobighat Jhuggi
Adhikar Manch, Kasturba Nagar
Buland Awaz, AICCTU, AILAJ, AISA,
BSCEM, Collective, DISHA, SFI and
various civil society groups.

order on the demolitions on June
28th, 2022. Unfortunately, the stay
order has been vacated by Delhi High
Court in regard to Gyaspur.
CPIML has been standing in
solidarity with the residents
of Gyaspur Slum in their
struggle against demolition and
displacement. The slum-dwellers
were asked to relocate themselves
to “rain baseras” (temporary
shelters) located as far away as
Dwarka or across the river at Geeta
Colony. The demolitions had been
scheduled as soon as the judgement
came out, giving the residents little
time to organize themselves and to
file another legal appeal. Relocating
to Dwarka or Geeta Colony will now
also affect their already precarious
livelihoods and the education of
their children.
The
Delhi
Urban
Shelter
Improvement Board (DUSIB)
Rules categorically state that any
resident of a slum who has been
staying in the area from before 2015
cannot be evicted without proper
rehabilitation measures being
undertaken, and the same has been
adopted by the DDA. Moreover, the
2019 Delhi High Court judgment
of Ajay Maken vs Union of India

Earlier, a team of AICCTU-AISACPIML visited the Gyaspur area,
a 40-year-old slum near Sarai Kale
Khan, where more than 600 people
belonging to families of daily
wage labourers reside. They have
been pushed onto the streets or
temporary shelters.
In the beginning of 2022, after
attempts by the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) to demolish the
slums; and following protests by the
slum-dwellers, workers’ unions, the
Delhi High Court had issued a stay
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states that no one can be evicted
without first being provided with
rehabilitation. It is up to the DUSIB
and the central/state governments
to ensure in situ rehabilitation
The right to housing is a major
question in urban and semi-urban
areas which are growing in numbers
and population by the years. The
question is significant enough for
political parties like the Aam Aadmi
Party to make election promises
like “Jaha Jhuggi Waha Makan”. Yet
those promises run hollow when
it comes to implementation. The
Union government, of course, has
been running a bulldozer raj as part
of its lopsided development policies
and its veritable war on the poor and
the working people.
Earlier evictions also took place
in the name of environment
protection, which was equally
problematic. As was seen in Khori
Gaon, private hotels are allowed to
exist in ecologically sensitive zones,
whereas, working class residences
are demolished.
CPIML has demanded that the
evicted residents be immediately
rehabilitated,
all
impending
demolitions be halted and to ensure
in situ rehabilitation of all slum
dwellers. n

REPORTS

Cholera Outbreak in Rayagada

T

he cholera outbreak in
Kashipur, an industrial block
in the tribal majority district
of Rayagada, Odisha has taken the life
of at least 13 people so far and 140
people have been hospitalized by
waterborne disease. The Cholera
is an acute diarrheal illness caused
by infection of the intestine with
vibrio cholera bacteria when people
get sick by taking unhygienic food
or contaminated water. According
to Chief District Medical Officer
of Rayagada the disease has spread
from the contaminated water.
A four-member team of Advasi
Sangharsh Morcha (ASM) visited
Kasipur and Kalyanpur of Rayagada
district on 2 August to take stock
of the situation. The team was led
by Tirupati Gamango, President of
ASM, Ramachandra Paska of CPIML
and Suriji Majhi. They found that
even after fifteen days of continuing
epidemic no proper drinking water
was available in the area, people
are forced to drink polluted hand
pump water. The hospitals lack

sufficient number of doctors to look
after the admitted patients as many
sanctioned posts of doctors are lying
vacant.
Tirupati Gomango said that the
BJD administration has not learnt
lessons from the earlier pandemic
which had occurred in 2007 and now
almost similar situation of apathy
and haplessness is again prevailing
in the district amid this epidemic.
This recurrence of Cholera in the
region is being seen after decades
which can only be attributed to the
contaminated water sources and
unhygienic living condition due to
administrative neglect.

The ASM and CPIML have asked the
concerned administration, District
Collector in particular, to take quick
measures to prevent the spread of
the disease and to care for the health
problems of poor tribal communities
in Rayagada.
The team visited hospitals, many
villages and interacted with the
available doctors and suggested local
communities to take only boiled
water and avoid using direct water
from the river and tube wells. n

CPIML activist Madhusudan said
these deaths due to deliberate neglect
of tribals under the 22 years of Naveen
Patnaik government which has failed
to provide most basic needs such as
clean drinking water and healthcare
to the people. Madhusudan visited
the area with another fact finding
team, has demanded from the state
government to take effective measures

AICCTU Panel Wins in PGI Chandigarh
Sanitation Workers Union Elections

I

the General Secretary, and Comrades
Sonu, Seetu, Jitender, Monu, Sunil,
Pradeep were elected as office bearers
by the union workers.

This has undone the damage done
to the workers’ cause by the RSSbacked Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh
(BMS) during the run up to Modi’s
2019 election. Com. Rinku Bhagat
was elected as the President, whereas
Com. Kavinder Kalyan was elected as

PGIMER is a premier health and
research institute cum hospital in
Chandigarh. It employed contractual
workers in 1996 and slowly extended
this contingent to almost all kinds of
job profiles excepting the doctors,
nursing technical and admin staff.
AICCTU started working in PGI
when the newly formed union of the
contractual staff joined hands with
us in 2010.

n a fiercely contested trade union
election, an AICCTU supported
panel of PGI Safayi Karamchari
Contract Workers Union has won
with a margin of 356 votes, securing
684 in the elections held on August
17th at Post Graduate Institute of
Medical Education & Research,
Chandigarh (PGIMER).

to avoid a potential pandemic.

A little before the 2019 General
Elections, the BMS made in-roads
into the union through a network
of corruption involving some
union leaders, the management of
the contractor and a permanent
employees leader who was associated
with BJP. They ran a paymentfor-placement nexus and always
obstructed the efforts by the workers
to formalise the muster rolls by the
principal employer. They subverted
the union from a workers’ rights body
to management appeasing entity.
AICCTU congratulates the workers
for overthrowing the Sangh-backed
BMS’s plans to dilute the struggle for
the rights of the working class. n
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Condemn Arrests and Brutal Beating
of Comrade Arjun Lal in Sitapur

T

he CPIML strongly condemns
the vengeful arrest and
police assault on Comrade
Arjun Lal, CPIML State Committee
member of Uttar Pradesh, on August
14th, 2022 at the Hargaon Police
Station in Uttar Pradesh. Com. Arjun,
along with the people from the Dalit
community who experienced caste
violence went to the police station
to lodge an FIR against the members
of the dominant castes of Rikhipurwa
village on August 14th. As soon they
reached the police station, a few
police personnel brutally attacked
Com. Arjun and dragged him to the
lock-up, while the villagers who were
with him were also arrested and put
behind bars.
This is a clear case of vendetta by
the Station Officer (SO) of Hargaon
police station, who in July 2022, had
abused Com. Arjun with casteist
slurs and had threatened him during
a dharna held against the bias of the
police in initiating action in another
case of violence. After this Arjun Lal
had been demanding strict action
against the SO under the SC/ST Act.
CPIML State Secretary Sudhakar
Yadav condemning the arrest, said

that “The arrest of Comrade Arjun Lal
is a reflection of the rule of terror and
police state in Uttar Pradesh, which
has the sanction of the Chief Minister
Yogi as also the BJP. The brutal police
action on the eve of Independence
Day brought terror into the minds
of the local people.”
When AIPWA leader Comrade
Sarojini and others demanded the
release of Comrade Arjun Lal, they
were also detained by the police.
CPIML observed August 16th as statewide protest day in Uttar Pradesh
against the brutal assault by the
dominant caste sections on the Dalit
community in Hargaon and against the
arrest of Comrade Arjun Lal and others.
As CPIML continues to fight for
dignity and justice for the Dalit
communities who continue to face
caste-oppression, demanding justice,
the criminal police-feudal nexus is
attempting to create an atmosphere of
terror. On August 18th, a statue of Dr.
BR Ambedkar was found decapitated
in Hargaon. CPIML condemns such
act of hatred and demands authorities
to ensure protection for the Dalit
community and to initiate action
against the culprits.

Uttarakhand CPIML Leader
Atul Sati Put Under House Arrest

C

PIML
has
strongly
condemned the deployment
of police and intelligence
personnel in front of the CPIML
Uttarakhand State Committee
member Comrade Atul Sati's house
during the Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami's
visit to Joshimath – a junction for
pilgrimage and a tourist attraction.
Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar

Singh Dhami visited Joshimath on
August 10th, 2022 in connection
with a puja event.
Atul Sati had spearheading two
major movements in Joshimath –
the Ghasiyari movement in Helang
against forest land grab and the
65-day-long movement against the
closing down of the Rajiv Gandhi
Abhinav Residential School.
CPIML Uttarakhand State Secretary
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CPIML has demanded that:
1. Party leader Arjun Lal and others
jailed should be released immediately
and unconditionally, as also the false
FIR registered against them should
be withdrawn.
2. Hargaon police have created a
false narrative, therefore an impartial
and high-level inquiry should be
conducted into the entire incident
and strictest action should be taken
against the guilty police personnel.
3. The Hargaon police station SO
should be suspended with immediate
effect and strict action should be
initiated against him. Other police
personnel implicated in the incident
should also be removed immediately
from their posts.
4. End the oppression against Dalit
community. Punish the culprits
who attacked the Dalit community
on August 14th and destroyed Dr. BR
Ambedkar’s statue on August 18th.
5. The brutal attack against Dalits
happened under the watch of
Sitapur SP GS Chandrabhan, who
was awarded the DGP platinum
medal award on Independence Day.
We demand that this medal be taken
back from him. n
Raja Bahuguna said, “Democracy
means a system that runs on
dialogue with everyone, even
dissenting voices. Placing police
guards in front of a person's house
just because of political differences
is an undemocratic and autocratic
action that cannot be accepted
under any circumstances.”
“Any attempt to crush voices
of opposition and freedom of
expression are bound to fail in face
of determined people’s struggles,”
noted CPIML leader Indresh
Maikhuri. n

REPORTS

Release Comrade Sannahanumantha
Arrest the culprits
who orchestratded
Hulihyder village riots!

T

he CPIML Liberation
condemns the incident
of rioting on August 11,
2022 led by a feudal strongman in
Hulihyder village of Koppal District
in Karnataka. The incident resulted
in the death of two persons, Pashavali
and Yankappa Talwar, and grievous
injury to Dharmajja, who is presently
battling for his life. This unfortunate
incident was avoidable had the
District Administration and the
police officers initiated appropriate,
necessary and quick actions based on
the repeated representations made by
the Dalit and other communities in
regard to the threats they were facing
since the beginning of the month.
The violence broke out in the morning
of August 11 near the Asar Khan
masjid. A Muslim youth went near
the bus stand to buy flowers, when
he was assaulted by n handful of
lumpen elements from the dominant
community. The Muslim boy
informed of this assault to others in
the village, and concerned residents
went to enquire as to why the youth
was beaten up for no reason.
By this time, about 50 persons
belonging to the dominant Nayak
community led by lumpen elements,
Pampapati and Yankappa Talawara
had gathered along with a tractor
full of stones, logs, iron rods and
other dangerous weapons, who then
launched an attack against the Muslim
and Dalit community. In this violence
two persons were killed - Pashavali
(aged 26 years belonging to the
Muslim community) and Yankappa
Talavara (aged 55 years belonging to
the Nayak community). Immediately
after the violence broke out, an
attempt was made to build a false
narrative attributing the violence to
an inter-faith marriage, but this claim

stands completely debunked in the
light of the facts.
After the incident of violence, the
police, instead of arresting the real
culprits filed false cases against
CPIML Koppal District Secretary, and
Karnataka State Commiittee member,
Sannahanumantha and arrested
him. Sannahanumantha had been in
forefront in bringing the attention of
the district administration and the
police to the problems in Hulihyder
village and sought for them to ensure
peace and harmony. However, we
are witnessing a concerted effort to
vilify, persecute and victimise him by
foisting false cases against him.
Hulihyder village in Kanakagiri taluk,
Koppal district, Karnataka has been
a key centre of feudal domination
of Hanumesh Nayak belonging to
the dominant Nayaka community.
The economically weaker sections
of the Nayaka community as also
the other communities including
Dalits, Muslims, Kurubas (OBC)
and Lingayats (OBC) have been at
the mercy of the feudal domination
having no say in the functioning of the
Gram Panchayat or any activities in
the village.
The opposition to this was being
built by Sanna Hanumathappa and
other democratic persons in the
village. He has been standing up
for the rights and dignity of the
oppressed sections of society and is
vocal against the corruption within
the gram panchayat. A few years ago
an RTI activist Yallalinga Kuruba
was murdered by Hanumesh Nayak
and his close relative. This incident
made state-wide news since the police
initially passed it off as a suicide and
it was only after Sannahanumantha
along with other progressive and
Dalit organisations to take up this
issue that the police were compelled
to arrest Hanumesh Nayak and his
henchmen. At that time a massive

protest of few thousand people was
organised in the form of “Hulihyder
chalo”. This had irked Hanumesh
Nayak and other feudal elements of
the Nayak community who have been
targeting Sannahanumanthappa ever
since. That Sannahanumanthappa
belongs to the Dalit community and
spearheading the fight against these
feudal elements was the major factor.
Moreover, he was also targeted since
he was also fighting corruption
in gram panchayat and other
departments, including the police.
It is alleged that Hanumesh Nayak,
who felt that Sannahanumantha was
an obstruction, had planned to attack
him on 11 August.
Over the past month the situation
in the village was tense after some
communities demanded that the
statues of Buddha, Basavanna
and Ambedkar should also be
installed along with a proposed
statue of Valmiki opposite the
Gram Panchayat office. The district
administration and police held
two peace meetings to resolve this
issue, but Hanumesh Nayak and his
henchmen engaged in open threats
against Sannahanumantha and
others. CPIML demands that charges
against Sannahanumantha and other
innocent persons falsely implicated
be dropped and they be immeditely
released. The government must
provide due compensation to the
families of Pashavali and Yankappa
Talwar who lost their lives in the
incident. Further, CPIML demands
that complete medical expenses for
Dharmajja. who is battling for his
life must be borne by the district
administration.
The district administration should
immediately form Peace Committee
and restore normalcy in the village
and a judicial inquiry must be
conducted into the violence and the
culprits must be brought to justice. n

LIBERATION - CENTRAL ORGAN OF CPI(ML) | SEPTEMBER 2022 | 33

REPORTS

I

Justice For Victims of Sterlite Massacre

n May 2018, hundreds of local
villagers had organised a march
against the proposed expansion
of the Sterlite’s Copper Smelter
Plant in Tuticorin town of Tamil
Nadu. They were protesting against
the severe pollution from the plant
in the region leading to catastrophic
environmental pollution of ground
water and the air. During the peaceful
demonstration, the police opened
fire on the protesters, killing 13 and
injuring 102 people.
The brutal police violence led to
widespread uproar and the government
was forced to establish an enquiry
commission headed by the retired Judge
Aruna Jagadeesan. The commission
submitted submitted a 3,000-page report
to the government on May 18th, 2022.
Though the report has not been made
public yet, certain newspaper articles
reported that the commission has found
that the police fired on the protesters
without any provocation or reports of
mob violence.
CPIML Liberation has called upon the
government to release the commission
report and reiterated following demands:
1. Initiating action against 17 police
officials, including the IG of South Zone,
DIG and SP of Tirunelveli jurisdiction, as
recommended by the Commission, is not
sufficient. Hence, CPIML demands filing
of murder charges, dismissal from service

and immediate arrest of these officers.
2. The Commission has charged the
District Collector of indifference and
that equally applies to the then Chief
Minister Edappadi Palanisamy also.
Hence, the Collector Venkatesan should
be dismissed from service and the then
CM Edappadi should also be punished
appropriately.
3. Murder charges shall also be framed
against the owner of the corporate
company, Sterlite (Vedanta Group),
Anil Agarwal and be punished for using
government and police officials like his
own agents.
4. The Tahsildars and Deputy Tahsildars
charged by the Commission shall also be
charged with murder and be punished.
5. The families of victims shall be paid
a compensation of Rs. 1 Crore each by
collecting the same from Vedanta Group
company, the then District Collector and
from the police higher officials. The
families of the injured shall also be paid
a compensation Rs. 50 lakh each.
6. The state government shall create
a fund to support the families of the
victims and those injured. The financial
support shall be made to these families
on a monthly basis for their lifetime. The
state government should also take care
of the educational and health expenses
of their children.
7. The state government should erect
a memorial for those who were killed

and should also institute an award for
those who work for the betterment of
the environment and ecology.
8. To top it all, the Sterlite factory in
Tuticorin should be permanently closed
and the properties be confiscated by
the state government. The factories
that damage / destroy the environment
must not be given license / permission
in future.
9. An Environment Mitigation Action
Plan shall be prepared immediately
to undo the damage caused to the
environment, agricultural land, water
sources, etc., by the factory, and
compensation must be provided to all the
families displaced by the said destruction
as also the destitution caused to them
due to environmental degradation and
pollution by the company.
10. A high-level independent committee
shall be appointed to assess the sufferings
of people in terms of loss of lives due
to chronic diseases like cancer, those
living with chronic diseases, loss of
livelihoods of agriculture and fisheries,
and loss of wealth because of pollution
due to the Sterlite plant. A case must be
filed against Sterlite to compensate all
losses sustained by the people over the
last two decades.
11. All cases against protesters, including
the cases pending in various courts, shall
be withdrawn by the state government
with immediate effect. n

Attack on Salman Rushdie:
The Increasing Threat of Bigotry and Fanaticism
The attack on Salman Rushdie again reminds us of need to strengthen struggle against the prevailing bigotry, fanaticism
spreading at a global scale across the nations. He was attacked and seriously wounded on 12.08.2022 in New York at a public
event in which he was invited to speak. We condemn this heinous act and wish him a speedy and complete recovery. Despite
the constant threats he faced since the ‘90s, as also the translators of his book ‘Satanic Verses’ belonging to Norway, Italy and
Japan, wherein one of the translators from Japan – Hitoshi Igarashi – died, the security lapse in this case of the public event
in the US, is a matter of serious concern. The Ayatollah of Iran had issued an edict calling for Rushdie to be killed - and this
made him and the translators of his books vulnerable to murderous attacks in the name of defending Islam.
In India, we have seen writers – Gauri Lankesh, Govind Pansare, Narendra Dabholkar and MM Kalburgi being killed in the name
of defending the Hindu faith. Such attackers and killers need to face punishment – as do the forces behind them – who seek
to turn people into terrorists in the name of faith. India was the first country to ban Rushdie’s ‘Satanic Verses’; the ban must
be lifted. Any attempt to use the attack on Rushdie to spread Islamophobia and Hindu-supremacist ideas must be resisted.
We must remember that Rushdie spoke up boldly against every kind of bigotry, including against the Hindu-supremacist
fascism in India. n
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Red Salute to Com. Mahendran
Comrade Rajan alias Mahendran breathed his last on 9th August in a hospital at
Trichy, Tamil Nadu, where he was under treatment for a fatal head injury in a road
accident near his native place.
Comrade Mahendran came in touch with the CPI(ML) party at the fag end of
the underground days, when he was working in Tamil Nadu Water Supply and
Drainage (TWAD) Board at Coimbatore in ‘80s. Inspired by the revolutionary ideas,
he left the job and functioned as a whole-time activist of the party for several years
and at difficult times. He was the state committee member of the party and also
a member of the Central working class department representing Tamil Nadu in
‘80s. Despite re-joining services because of real life pressures, he was not idle. He
started organising contract labourers employed in TWAD board. He was the state
executive committee member of AICCTU and also the Trichy District Committee
member of the party at the time of his demise. He always stood firmly with the party,
upholding the party’s ideological and organisational principles in difficult times
and considered the party to be the supreme, much more than any individuals.n

Red Salute to Com. Balicharan Ram
Senior CPIML leader Comrade Balicharan Ram (Bali Bhai) passed away in a tragic
road accident in Delhi on 15 August 2022. Comrade Balicharan Ram, popularly
known as Bali Bhai, was a well-loved social activist who worked for rights and
development of slum dwellers (bastis) in North Delhi and Ghaziabad. On 15
August 2022 he was returning from a basti after attending a program for the
75th anniversary of Independence when he met with the tragic road accident
that snatched him away from us.
He was beloved among comrades for the simplicity that was the keystone of his
personality. He had an extraordinary ability to mix and establish a dialogue with
all persons and was available at all times to help people. He was such an active
person that he could be seen driving his motorcycle in three different corners
of Delhi on the same day. Bali Bhai hailed from Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh. He
came from a family which had old and deep ties with the communist movement
and CPIML. His mother Comrade Gujarati Devi was a member of one of the
oldest generations of CPIML. She is remembered even today as a fearless and
committed leader who led struggles for the landless poor of her village against
feudal sections. Bali Bhai's leaving us suddenly like this has left us all shocked
and speechless. We bid final farewell to him on 16 August at Ghaziabad on the
banks of the Hindon river. Bali Bhai's legacy too will flow eternal like a river and
keep the fight for social change nurtured and flourishing. n

Red Salute to Com. Mozammel Haque
Comrade Mozammel Haque, CPI(ML) Liberation Darjeeling District Committee
member and Siliguri Local Committee Secretary as well as AICCTU Darjeeling
District Secretary, passed away on the intervening night of 24-25 July due to
cardiac attack. Comrade Mozammel was one of the prominent leaders of the
anti-eviction movement in Chandmani tea garden from 1999 to 2003. He also
played a crucial role in organising a sustained resistance struggle when the
railway authorities issued eviction notice to the poor minority residents along
the railway line. He was immensely popular among the rank and files of all left
parties and the masses for his hard work, discipline, political wisdom and humble
behavior. He took active initiatives to organize tea garden workers for minimum
wages, social security and other rights for years. His unexpected demise is an
irreparable loss to the Darjeeling District Committee of the party and the entire
Left movement in the state.n
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Gaza Under
Attack, Again!

@ Ashraf Amra

@ Said Khatib

@ Mohammed Salem

On August 5th, 2022, the Israeli
Occupation Forces launched a brutal
military aggression in besieged
Gaza leading to the massacre of 49
Palestinians, including 17 children.
More than 200 people were injured
and hundreds of homes were
destroyed in the attack. Gaza, which
faces a decade-long land-sea-air
blockade, is at the verge of a severe
humanitarian catastrophe. The 11-day
long Israeli massacre campaign in Gaza
in May 2021 had further exacerbated
the already dilapidated humanitarian
situation in Gaza. During the Israeli
aggression last year, more than 261
people were killed, including 67
children, and more than 2,200 were left
wounded.
Repeated Israeli invasions and
bombing campaigns in Gaza for the
past two decades has killed thousands
of Palestinians. The bombings
destroyed most of the civilian and
medical infrastructure in the besieged
coastal town, resulting in Gazans
facing an acute shortage of hospitals,
medicines, beds and advanced
treatment.
CPIML reiterates its complete
solidarity with the people of
Palestine and their resistance
against the israeli military
occupation and violence.
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