


Young India Referendum Gives
Decisive Verdict Against Modi
Regime’s Anti-Student Policies

On February 12, the results of the nation-
wide “Young India Referendum 2024’ were
released at the Press Club of India, Raisina
Road. The 'Young India Referendum,’
conducted by AISA was aimed to capture
the opinions of students and youth to
highlight their concerns on education and
employment, was conducted in over 60
universities across the country, between
February 7th and 9th, 2024. The students
and youth have given their mandate! They
have given a fitting rebuff to the Union
Government, which in the last 10 years of
being in power has utterly failed to ensure
access to quality education and dignified
employment. A 10 Point Chargesheet
was released charging the government
with causing massive fee hikes and
unemployment, imposing anti-student
CUET, FYUP, carrying out an assault on
minorities and scientific temperament
while compromising of social justice and
social justice. An accompanying Student
Youth Charter was also issued by various
progressive students’ organisations.

With the slogans of '10 years of Modi Govt,
10 questions of Young India' and 'Jhumla
Nahi Jawaab Do, Das Saal ka Hisaab
Do' the 'Young India Referendum' was
conducted in Delhi University, University of
Allahabad, Veer Kunwar Singh University
(Ara), Patna University, BN Mandal
University (Bihar), Lalit Narayan Mithila
University (Bihar), Jamia Milia Islamia,
Ambedkar University Delhi, SK University
(Andhra Pradesh), Dr. Abdul Haq Urdu
University (Andhra Pradesh), University
of Hyderabad, Bengaluru University, Sri
Krishnadevaraya University (Karnataka),
Periyar University, Jadavpur University
(Kolkata), Calcutta University, [ICFAI
University (Tripura), Hemchand Yadav
University (Chhattisgarh), Azim Premji
University, Manipal University, among
many other affiliated colleges, hostels and
student areas across the nation.

The referendum aimed to capture the
opinions of students and youth in light of the
2024 general elections. The referendum

follows an all-India signature campaign
where students and job-seekers posed
ten questions to the Modi-led Central
Government regarding its ten years in
power.

Students responded enthusiastically to
the Young India referendum and voted
in favour of affordable education and
dignified employment, where they voted
on questions relating to yearly fee hike,
provision of hostels and scholarships for
students in need, and on the promise of the
Central Government to generate 2 crore
jobs every year. Nationally, about 1 lakh
votes were polled in the referendum, where
88.33% students declared that they are
not in favour of the yearly fee hike. About
86% students denied that the Central
Government has been able to provide
adequate hostels and scholarships for
students in need, and that the Central
Government has completely failed to
deliver on its promise of generating 2 crore
jobs every year, with 91% polling ‘no’. In
central universities like Delhi University,
which garnered 13,048 votes, students
polled 92%, 88% and 91% ‘no’ on the three
questions, respectively. With 23,450 votes
in Andhra Pradesh, students and youth
have polled ‘no’ with 84%, 79% and 93%
votes, respectively. In Uttar Pradesh’s
Benaras Hindu University, where students
are facing the biggest onslaught on
universities, the BJP-led Yogi Government
and the Modi-led Central Government,
1711 number of students turned up at
polling booths during the referendum
and have spoken out against the Hindu
majoritarian party. 91% students polled
against fee hike, 79% said they haven't
benefitted from the Central Government
scholarships or hostels, and 87% said that
the governments have failed to generate
employment for youth.

The rejection of students and youth is
resounding! The divisive policies of hate
and communalism, coupled with corporate
attack on education and employment, is
being rejected in its entirety! The demand

for education and dignified employment
has not been heard louder!

At the Press Conference, Dr. Laxman
Yadav, teacher and astivists addressed
the gathering, saying, "our campuses are
being turned into prisons. | am a former
professor because the University didn't
want democratic minded people inside the
campus and this peoject is being made
universal." Natasha Narwal, women and
citizenship rights activist said, "education
has an emancipatory purpose. Students
must learn critical thinking and start to
question social injustice. However, the
cirrent regime has actively sought to
destroy this aspect of a public education.”
Apoorva, student activist of the movement
in SAU also addeessed the press, saying,
"Young India's call for a democratic India
begins with holding the government
accountable. We need jobs and quality
education, not communal polarisation.”

The Press Conference was also addressed
by leaders of various student-youth
organisations and movements including
PrashantKamal, General Secretary of Yuva
Halla Bol, Dinesh, General Secretary of
AISF, Amit Singh from AISB, Niraj, General
Secretary of RYA, Adarsh, Joint Secretary
of SFI, Nilasis, President of AISA, Vijay,
Chhatra Sabha Vice President, Ahmed,
President of MSF, Anurag from CYSS
and Saunkha from PSU. All resolved to
include more and more organisations and
movements to the cause of Young India!

The message is clear — the erosion of
public-funded higher education institutes,
attack on democratic spaces, assault
on dissenting voices, inaccessibility
of education, and lack of dignified
employment —shall no longer be tolerated.

A‘Chalo Delhi - Young India Rally’ with the
slogan of ' 2024 Ka Agenda, Tay Karega
Young India’ has been called on February
28th, 2024 by Young India, a forum of
progressive student organisations and
people's movements. This is a clarion call
to the students and youth of the country to
congregate at Delhi to fight the BJP-RSS in
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections.

Young India will set the agenda of 2024
elections! Onwards to Young India Rally
on 28th February! ®
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EDITORIAL

In the Wake of
the SC Verdict on
Electoral Bond Scam

five-member constitution bench of the Supreme Court has finally

struck down the Modi Government’s Electoral Bond scheme as being

unconstitutional. The scheme hasindeed been one of the mostbrazen
scamsinrecentyearsanditisgreattosee the Supreme Court finallytaking the
call and pronouncing a verdict that will go down as a heartening vindication
of the rights of the people in a democracy, especially in the unequal battle
against corporate power in today’s India. While striking down the scheme the
Supreme Courthasalsoasked SBIto furnishall detailsaboutbonds encashed
so far including the identity of donors and recipients to the ECI by 6 March
so the latter can make this information public by 13 March.

Everything about the Electoral Bonds has been a brazen mockery of the
constitution and democracy. It was passed fraudulently in parliament by
presenting the scheme as a part of the 2017 Money Bill so it could escape
scrutiny in the Rajya Sabha where the BJP did not have a majority. Evenin the
Supreme Court, the governmentinvoked the doctrine of judicial restraint asis
applicable to economic policymatters where the court usually does notinterfere.
Far from lessening the use of cash or black moneyin elections, the scheme has
only exponentially increased the influence of money power in elections. And
by granting anonymity to unlimited corporate funding the scheme thoroughly
undermined the electorate’s right to information and the consequent ability
to make informed political choices.

The introduction of the Electoral Bond scheme had necessitated major
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amendments to a whole set of
legislationsincluding the Companies
Act, 2013, Income Tax Act,1961and the
Representation of the People Act, 1951.
Earlier, companies in existence for at
least three years could contribute no
more than 7.5% of the average profit
earned in the past three years as
political contribution and the details
had to be shared with shareholders
of the concerned company. Political
parties were also required by law to
furnish details about every donation
above Rs.20,000. The Electoral Bond
schemeremovedall theserestrictions
by paving the way for unlimited
contribution by any company,
including Indian subsidiaries of
foreign companies, and exempting
political parties from sharing details
about contributions received by way
of electoral bonds except mentioning
the consolidated total amount.

OnFebruarys, the Modi Government
told the Lok Sabha that Electoral
Bondsworth Rs 16,518 crore had been
issuedin3otranches since thelaunch
ofthe scheme. Pendingthe submission
of latest annual returns by political
parties, the last figures available are
till FY 2022-23, and according to
these figures, the BJP had received Rs
6,555.12crore out of atotal of Rs 12,979
crore, almost six times the amount
received by the Congress (Rs 1123.29
crore). The difference is bound to be
even bigger once the latest figures
are included. Next to the BJP and the
Congress, parties ruling in various
states like the TMC in West Bengal,
BRSin Telangana, BJD in Odisha, DMK

in Tamil Nadu and YSRCP in Andhra
Pradesh have received amounts in
excess of Rs 350 crore.

Electoral Bonds are thus anonymous
instruments of corporate funding for
parties in power and the BJP running
double engine governments in most
states is by far the biggest beneficiary
of this scheme. The bonds are issued
in five different denominations
ranging from 1,000 to 10 million. But
according to the figure of bonds sold
till July 2023, more than 94% of the
total value of bonds sold was through
theiomilliondenominationand more
than 5 percent through bonds of one
million denomination. Clearly, those
donating funds through electoral
bondsarelarge corporate donors and
not ordinary individuals. We should
also understand that electoral bonds
have not replaced other channels of
corporate funding or black money
transactions.Indeed, the use of cashin
electionsandblackmoneyin post-poll
horse-trading to topple governments
and cobble together majorities has
only increased enormously in recent
years.

The huge corporate contributions
channelised through electoral bonds
are clearlynotacts of philanthropy or
“corporate social responsibility’. Once
thedetailed figuresare published and
identities of donors and recipients
are revealed, we will be able to
see a clear quid pro quo between
these corporate contributions and
reciprocal benefits extended to
the corporates by the beneficiary
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parties when in government, the
Modi government and BJP-led state
governments in particular. The cover
of anonymity guarding the scheme is
precisely meant to keep this quid pro
quo, the growing bonhomie between
corporate cronies and their political
partners, shrouded in secrecy. The
electoral bond scheme is essentially
a euphemism for unregulated and
unlimited corporate bribery which
has already hugely distorted India’s
electoral process. It is the bridge
between massive concentration of
wealth in a few hands and increasing
tilting of the electoral balance in favour
of the most favoured party of India’s
big corporates.

It remains to be seen whether the
SBI, the ECand the Modi government
which today controls everyinstitution
of constitutional governanceactually
complies with the Supreme Court
order. Regardless of the government’s
response, we the people of India
must however draw strength from
this belated judicial fillip to India’s
beleaguered democracyandintensify
the battle to reclaim the republic.
Using the electoral bond disclosures
toexpose thebond between corporate
powerand state power thatunderpins
everybrand of fascismisanimportant
immediate task. Equally important
is to fulfill the challenge of voting
out the government which inflicted
this unconstitutional scheme on the
people and which has used these ill-
gotten gains towin power and tighten
its political stranglehold. B

"AN TO READ ONLINE
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Uttarakhand UCC
Encoding Hindutva into Law

4 MAITREYI KRISHNAN & CLIFTON D’ ROZARIO

he passage of the UCC by

I the Uttarakhand Legislature
by the brute majority of the

BJP invited several comments by
those startled by this development
including one particular tweet that
states ”BJPleaders wake up everyday
and think about newregressive ideas
onhowto take this nation back to the
Stone Age”.Isthisreally true? Is the
Uttarakhand UCC some knee-jerk
hare-brained hasty law concocted
overnight by the BJP? In answering
this question there are two histories
thatneed tobe traversed. Firstly, the
genesis of UCC and its mobilisation
to reconfigure society into a
bigoted misogynist Brahmanical
majoritarian one. Secondly, the
project of the Sangh Parivar and its
forefathers to restrict the presence
of Muslims and Christians in a land
thattheyordained as “Dev Bhoomi”.

UCC has come to represent on the
primary political demands of the
RSS. Bharatiya Jan Sangh (BJS),
the precursor to the BJP, which
was created by the RSS "not only
to protect itself” but also “to stop
un-Bharatiya and anti-Bharatiya
politics”,as per Malkani, introduced
the agenda of the uniform civil code
as a political demand. The promise
was to end Muslim polygamy, repeal
the Hindu marriage and succession
laws and bring in a “uniform law for
marriage, succession and adoption
for all citizens.”. The short-lived
merger of the BJS with various
other political parties to form the
Janata Party in 1977 ended in 1980
with most BJS members walking
outintothe new political formation
of the RSS, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in 1980. The 1980s saw

the crystallisation of Hindutva’s
political demands - Ram Mandir at
Ayodhya, abrogation of Article 370
and the UCC. The thrust for UCC
was the Rajiv Gandhi led Congress
government’s move to override the
Supreme Court decision in Shah
Bano case granting her alimony.
Over the past three decades the
RSS and its affiliates including
the BJP have repeatedly bandied
UCC has an important plank of its
Hindutva project, articulating it,
however, under the need to achieve
objectives enshrined in article 44 of
the Constitution.

66

The encoding of
Hindutva into law is
areturn to the days
when the social and
legal sanction was
given to slavery and

apartheid.

The last few years has seen the
mobilisation of Hindu supremacist
forces to alter the secular identity
of Uttarakhand to that of narrow
Hindu majoritarian “Dev Bhoomi”,
which excludes the 13.5% Muslims
and other religious minorities.
To enable the realisation of “Dev
Bhoomi”, vicious campaigns to
demonise Muslims in particular
have been undertaken in the name
of countering unsubstantiated and
fictitious claims called “land jihad”,

“love jihad”, “mazarjihad” and more
recently “vyaparjihad” alleging that
Muslims are “capturing land, luring
Hindu women, building shrines
and taking over local businesses”.
Violent rallies and open calls for
Muslims to be removed from the
State are a regular feature and the
police and BJP state government
have ensured that this is done with
impunitytothese Hindu supremacist
groups. Thearticle “Driving Muslims
out of “Devbhoomi” - The Sangh’s
quest fora Hinduholyland” by Tusha
Mittal and Alishan Jafri appearing
in “The Caravan” painstakingly
details the communally divisive
politics practiced for decades in
Uttarakhand, which now “stands
as an experiment of something
larger—amicro model, alaboratory
to create an exclusively Hindu land,
aHinduRashtrain the truest sense”.

It is in this background that there
is no surprise that as the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) was tabled in the
Uttarakhand Assembly, slogans of
‘Jai Shri Ram’ were raised, revealing
the hypocrisy behind its purported
aim of bringing in a Code that
transcends religion; rather the
Uttarakhand UCC being another
major step towards realisation of a
theocratic Hindumajoritarian state.

Coming to a textual analysis of the
Uttarakhand UCC, it must be said
that though justified in the name of
gender equality and uniformity, it
is an attack on the women’s’ right
of autonomy and bodily integrity
on one hand, and diversity on the
other. While it claims to unify family
and personal laws, what it is in fact
isatool to curtail liberty and police
intimate relationships.
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Undemocratic Passing

In another demonstration of its
disregard for any parliamentary
democratic norms and processes,
the BJP Government in Uttarakhand
did not make public the Bill prior to
its introduction, and the same was
passed without any discussion. A
committee that was constituted
to prepare a draft proposal of the
Uniform Civil Code had also not put
out the draft prepared by them, and
even during consultation had not
called for objections to any proposed
draft. Anotificationissued by them,
without any proposal, called for
comments.

CPI(ML) Liberation had in fact
submitted its objections highlighting
theimpossibility of giving comments
without a draft. The Objections
submitted also highlighted that in
regard to reform in personnel law,
what was required was addressing
inequality and discrimination, and
notuniformity. The fears expressed
therein have turned true, as the
Code that was passed in the name
of uniformity, not only reinforces
discriminatory practices, but goes
a step further encroaching on the
liberty of people, and effectively
policing all forms of intimate
relationships.

Institutionalising
patriarchy and
policing in the name
of gender equality

The UCC, remained without a
concrete draft until the recent one
introduced in Uttarakhand. Despite
being advocated under the guise of
gender equality, the Uttarakhand
draft exposes its disregard for such
principles, instead threatening
fundamental liberties and granting
the State authority to police
personal relationships,in many ways
criminalising the exercise of choice
in intimate relationships.

Mandatory Registration
of Marriages and “Live-
in” relationships

The Code makes it mandatory
for marriages and divorces to
be registered, and provides for
penal consequences for the non-
registration of marriage, with
failure to register the same inviting
fine of up to Rs 25,000. The impact
this would have on the plight of
marginalised and vulnerable women
is unimaginable.

The most talked about provisions
of the Code is the mandatory
registration of persons in “live-
in” relationships within the state,
regardless of their residency status.
The Code mandates thatany person
inalive-inrelationship orintending
to enter into one, would have to
submit a statement of the same
before the Registrar, who would have
the power to summon the persons
concerned orany other personinthe
process of the enquiry. A statement
is also required to be submitted to
the Registrar upon termination of
thelive-inrelationship. Uponsucha
submission, if either of the partiesis
below21years of age, the Registraris
alsomandated toinformthe parents/
guardians of the partyregarding the
same. The failure toregisteralive-in
relationship, invites penalty upto 3
months imprisonment or fine upto
Rs. 10,000/- or both.

Compelling consenting adults to
register their intimate relationship,
empowering the Registrar to
conduct an enquiry, and to call “the
partners/ persons” or “any other
person forverification” and “require
the partners/ persons to supply
additional information or evidence”
penalising the failure to furnish such
information is a shocking violation
of the basic right to live with dignity
and bodily autonomy.

It is claimed that this Code ensures
towomenin “live-in” relationships,
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theright of maintenance, whichisin
any event already protected under
the Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act.

Allowing Public
inspection of Registers

According to the National Crime
Records Bureau, India witnessed
530 honourkillings since 2015. These
are onlyreported cases, with several
unreported cases. The Supreme
Court has noted the need to bring a
law to address the same.

There have been several reports
of members of the Sangh Parivar
affiliate Hindutva supremacist
organisations monitoring the
Registrar of Marriages and notices
under the Special Marriage Act, with
the aim of identifying inter-faith
marriages and potentiallyinterfering
with them. In fact, petitions have
been filed seeking for the deletion
oftherequirement to furnish notice
under the Special Marriage Act, due
to the potential risk to the couples.

Instead of addressing either of these
issues, the Code worsens the same.

As per the Code, the registers of
live-in relationships, marriage,
nullity and divorce are open for
public inspection. The Registrar is
also required to maintain a register
of “live-in” relationships. This
would only enable the policing
and surveillance of inter-caste
and inter-faith couples, whose
lives are already precarious. These
provisions institutionalise policing
and surveillance of couples.

Retaining Restitution
of Conjugal Rights

The Andhra Pradesh High Court
in 1983, while striking down the
provision for restitution of conjugal
rights as unconstitutional, found
that it constituted “the starkest
form of Government invasion of
personal identity and individual’s
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zone of intimate decisions”. The
Court found that “the decree for
restitution of conjugal rights
makes the unwilling victim’s body
a soulless and a joyless vehicle for
bringing into existence another
human being” and that “pregnancy
would be foisted on her by the state
and against her will”.

The Codehasretained this provision
on the restitution of conjugal
rights, which has been recognised
as violating the right to live with
dignity.

Equality Not Uniformity

The Report of the High Level
Committee on the Status of Women
inIndia (HLCSW) which found that
the Uniform Civil Code, was not
necessary, noted:

“... The approach should be not

one of ensuring that there is one
law for all, but rather, that all
women, whether they choose to be
governed by secular laws or their
personal laws, enjoy equality which
the Indian Constitution promises
them. This requires addressing
several aspects in the legal domain
in specific ways rather than a diktat
of ‘uniformity’, which is conceived
of in fundamentalist/majoritarian
ways.”

However, far from looking at
discriminative  practices and
bringing about gender equality, the
Codeaffirmssuchpracticesandbring
about a direct assault on the deals
of equality, liberty and fraternity. It
isinfact the Codification of norms
of brahmanical patriarchy, clamping
down on choice, autonomy and
bodily integrity.

Conclusion
The Uniform Civil Code of
Uttarakhand, 2024 (“UCC”)

passed by the Legislative Assembly
of Uttarakhand will apply to all
persons irrespective of their
religion, but not really, since
Adivasis exempted. Its provisions
relating to personal relationships
endanger inter-caste, inter-religion
and relationships of choice. Violent
Hindu supremacist organisations
on the loose in a predominantly
upper caste dominated society,
with their political agenda, are now
further emboldened to enforce their
reconfiguration of society by using
the public nature of the information
on personal relationships. The
encoding of Hindutva into law is a
return to the days when the social
and legal sanction was given to
slavery and apartheid. ®

Uttarakhand UCC is an Attack
Against Women and Gender &
Sexual Minorities - AIPWA

The AllIndia Progressive Women's
Association in a statement has
strongly condemned the attempts
of the BJP Govt. in Uttarakhand
to defeat pluralism through the
Uniform Civil Code saying the
UCCisapartofthelarger cultural
project of the BJP to dilute our
pluralist society to establish its
vision of a Brahmanical Hindutva
society. The UCC will override
personal laws in force in the
State covering marriage, divorce,
inheritance of property andlive-in
relationships.

While the law alters and targets
aspects of Muslim personal law
such as unequal inheritance,
polygamy and halala, it fails to
incorporate progressive aspects

suchas payment of Mehr, marriage
contracts or protections towomen
in inheritance of property.

When the 22nd Law Commission
of India solicited views of the
public on a UCC in a cryptic
note without reasons, AIPWA
acknowledged immediately that
personal laws across religions
containdiscriminatory provisions
needing reform, but that the
UCC was not the answer. AIPWA
noted that the root of inequality
lies in discrimination and not
in difference, and attempts to
amend personal laws mustaddress
inequalityin order totrulyachieve
gender equality. The UCC fails
to address issues on custody,
guardianship, transgender

persons, and rights of queer
relationships. The UCC further
fails to provide any protection
against dishonour killings, and
to inter-caste or inter-faith
relationships.

Following Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat have mulled
appointment of committees to
initiate the formulation of UCCin
those states. These attempts are a
dog-whistle to attack secularism
andimpose uniformityin thename
of equality. Thus, itisimportantto
recognise the contextinwhich the
UCC has been passed, especially
before the upcoming elections,
and serves as a testing ground for
the BJP to bringin a national-level
UCC. AIPWA recognizes that the
Uttarakhand UCCisnothingbuta
furtherance of the BJP’s communal
and patriarchal agenda, without
any actual concern for gender
justice. ®
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Modi Game Plan versus People’s Agenda

he last parliament session
of Modi 2.0 ended on 10
February with the adoption

of a self-congratulatory resolution
by the regime for the construction
of the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya.
The Yogi Adityanath government
in Uttar Pradesh had already
adopted a similar resolution in
the UP Assembly on 5 February
congratulating both Modi and Yogi
for the construction of temple. Yogi
Adityanath is of course not content
withjustclaiming creditfor Ayodhya,
with support from the judiciary his
government is now focused on the
next Sangh battlegrounds of Kashi
and Mathura. Drawing an analogy
with Mahabharata, Yogi said Krishna
had demanded five villages for the
Pandavas while he was demanding
only three places! In the name of
just three places, this is a loaded
warning by the state to the people to
accept Sangh-BJP claims about every
disputed place of worship or risk a
veritable Mahabharata-like war.

These resolutions and rhetorical
salvos should of course be seen in
conjunction with events and signals
ontheground. UttarakhandAssembly
just passed a highly draconian and
regressive piece of legislation in
the name of uniform civil code.
Amit Shah has announced the
enforcement of the discriminatory
Citizenship Amendment Act before
the forthcoming elections. And in
utter disregard of the rule of lawand
judicial restrictions and safeguards,
Muslim houses and shops, mosques
and madrasas continue tobe targeted
and demolished by bulldozers in
state after BJP-ruled state and
by the Home Ministry controlled
Delhi Police, who are illegally
destroying yet more centuries-old

4 DIPANKAR BHATTACHARYA

heritage monuments. In Haldwani
of Uttarakhand this demolition
drive gave rise to an outburst of
people’s anger and now, using
this mass outburst as an excuse,
the government has unleashed an
indiscriminate campaign of terror
andrepression. Tension also gripped
Bareilly of Uttar Pradesh following
police highhandedness in response
to the ‘jail bharo’ call against the
Varanasi Court order permitting
pujain Gyanvapi mosque.

In Sandeshkhali of West Bengal,
which is currently in the news
over allegations of rampant sexual
harassment of rural women by
local leaders of TMC, the BJP
is desperately trying to give it a
communal colour by presenting
it as a case of sexual exploitation
of Hindu women by TMC-backed
powerful Muslim men. In a very
provocative address to the media,
Union minister for women and child
welfare Smriti Irani has even alleged
a Hindu genocide in West Bengal.
The indications are very clear: now
that Modi’s so-called ‘guarantees’
sound increasingly hollow, the BJP
is desperate to push the country
into another round of communal
polarisation and violence as its
most tested and trusted electoral
strategy.

Relentless attack on the opposition
constitutesanother key component
of the BJP’s election strategy. The
party’s desperate design to grab
power in Bihar and Jharkhand
ahead of the 2024 elections has
however not had full success. Even
after the arrest of Hemant Soren,
the JMM backed by the Congress,
CPI(ML) and RJD has succeeded
in sustaining its government with
veteran JMM leader Champai Soren
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as the new CM. In Bihar even with
Nitish Kumar’s widely condemned
political somersault, the BJP has
had a tough time proving majority
on the floor of the Assembly. It took
massive political machinations,
administrative foul play and police
intervention, in order to compel
three RJD MLAs to switch over to the
NDA camp and prop up the Nitish
Kumar government.

Following its weaponisation of
central agencieslike ED,CBIand IT
department, the Modi government
hasnoweven turned India’s highest
civilian honour Bharat Ratna into
a tool of political transaction.
The conferment of Bharat Ratna
on Karpoori Thakur was used as
a convenient screen for Nitish
Kumar’s somersault. Likewise,
conferment of Bharat Ratna on
former PM and towering farmers’
leader Chaudhary Charan Singh
has been used to seal the deal
with Charan Singh’s grandson and
Rashtriya Lok Dal president Jayant
Chaudhary. Advani and Narasimha
Rao have also been chosen for
the honour to satisfy traditional
supporters of the BJP and the
Congress. Agricultural scientist
M.S. Swaminathan, best known
among farmers for recommending
a remunerative support price by
addinga50% margin over and above
the investment expenditure, has
also been awarded Bharat Ratna
even as the government goes all
out with obstacles and repression to
stop farmers from coming to Delhi
to raise their demands.

The main declared purpose of the
parliament session was of course the
interim budget with a full budget to
follow after the Lok Sabha elections.
The interim budget reinforced the
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declining trend in social welfare
and public service expenditure
and the policy of robbing the poor
to reward the rich. To divert the
people’s attention away from
the current state of misery, the
finance minister presented a
so-called ‘white paper’ on the
economic mismanagement of
the UPA government which
exited office way back in 2014!
Theideaistodistractthe people
either with the past or with the
empty claim of making India
a developed country by 2047
just when the people demand
answers and accountability for
the present crisis.

The people of India have had
enough of these false claims
and empty promises. Soaring
prices, income and
vanishing jobs are the burning
issues that are subjecting the
overwhelming
Indians to tremendous economic
hardship. It is reassuring to see
the people stick to their demands
defying the deceitful propaganda
blitzkrieg of the government, the
ever-escalating hatemongering,
and the political betrayal by
sections of leaders and parties
of the opposition. The joint call
for industrial and rural strike
on 16 February by farmers’
organisations and trade unions,
the growing mobilisation of
young Indiafor quality education
and secure jobs, the continuing
agitation by  government
employeesforrestoration of the
Old Pension Scheme, the demand
for caste census and effective,
expanded reservation - let us
strengthen these campaigns on
the ground to set the people’s
agenda for the 2024 elections. B

falling

majority  of

Modi Govt’s Attack on the
Rights of Women

4 MAITREYI KRISHNAN

sweapproach International Women’s Day, we look back at the manner
in which the rights of women have been trampled on by the Modi

Government over the last 10 years.

The BJP claims thatithasworked towards women empowermentbut the record
shows otherwise. One of the Sangh Parivar’s core beliefs is that women are not
equaltomenandare subservient tothem. Inthe past 10 years of the Modiregime
this has manifested itself in a variety of ways — how crimes against women are
dealt with in courts of law, in the treatment of women workers, in the callous
attitudes to women’s education.

Increase in Crimes Against Women

Asperthe National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) Report, 2023 crimes against
women have increased by 4% from 2021 to 2022. The report highlighted the fact
that a large proportion of crimes against women under the Indian Penal Code
involved ‘Cruelty by Husband or His Relatives’,'Kidnapping and Abduction of
Women'and 'Rape’.

According to the ADR’s National Election Watch Report, 2023, the BJP has the
highest number of sitting MPs or ML As with cases of crime against women.

This casual attitude of the Government was most obvious during the Wrestler’s
protests against the sexual harassment of women wrestler’s by Brij Bhushan
duringhistenure asthe President of the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI). Not
only did the Government not take any action against him, but instead detained
thewrestlers. When, inarigged election,a close assoiate was blatantlyelected as
the new president of the WFIthe government did ot dissolve it butkeptitunder
suspension. Earlier this month, Brij Bhushan’s son was appointed President of
the Uttar Pradesh Wrestling Federation of India.

When a 19 year old Dalit woman was gang raped and killed by four dominant
caste members in Hathras, Uttar Pradesh, the police and administration did all
it could to scuttle the investigation. This ultimately led to the acquittal of the
accused. From delayinginregistering the FIR toforciblyburning the victim’s body
despite objections by her family, the administration showed its commitment to
patriarchal casteist norms.

Similarly,when online apps named “Sulli Deals” and “Bulli Deals” featured Muslim
womenjournalistsand activistsasbeing “auctioned”, the police apathyandfailure
toactagainstthe perpetratorsresulted inthe perpetrators beingreleased onbail
afew months later with no further action being taken against them.

The video of Kuki women being paraded naked in Manipur, as Manipur burnt,
revealed the terrible violence meted out to the women in Manipur Even while
it pushed everyone to recognize the gross injustices taking place in Manipur,
Modi and the Union Government remained silent and failed to take any action.

The Gujarat Government, in an illegal and cruel act, granted remission to the
convicts in Bilkis Bano’s case, and the Union Government, by its silence on the
issue, gave its tacit approval to it. This remission was ultimately set aside by the
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Supreme Court.

The BJP MLA who was part of the committee granting
remission said of the convicts that they were “Brahmins
with good sanskar” and therefore incapable of the crime.
This Brahmanical patriarchy, a core aspect of the BJP and
its regime, hasled to increasing crimes against women.

Attack on Women Workers

The Modi Government has carried out an all-out attack
on all workers but the attack on women workers is even
more severe.

The Labour Codes pose a significant threat to women
workers, exacerbating the discrimination they already
face. The Codes attack the right to equal remuneration,
by obliterating the mandate of equal pay for equal work,
and allowing for discrimination against women workers.
Furthermore, the Codes permit employers toassignwomen
tonightshifts, disregarding previous safeguards. Theyalso
diminish maternitybenefits by reducing wages during this
crucial period and easing employer obligations regarding
the provision of childcare facilities. Such provisions in
the labour codes not only undermine the rights of women
workers but also perpetuates gender-based disparities in
the workforce.

Over 94% of women workers, especially Dalit women, form
part of the unorganised workforce, and a large portion of
them work as “contract workers”. Subject to the triple
oppression of caste, class and gender, they are already in
anextremelyvulnerable position. These workersare dealta
further blowbylabour Codes that solidify informal working
conditionsand deny them their perpetuity permanencein
job, equality in wage and social security.

More than 1 crore “scheme” workers who form the
backbone of several Central Government schemes that
include Anganwadi workers, ASHA workers, National
Health Mission workers, mid-day meal cooks amongothers,
are not even recognised as workers and are made to work
without minimum wages.

Attack on the Right of Education

Despite the BJP’srhetoric of “Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,” the
reality reveals a stark assault on girls’ right to education.
The BJP government while in power in Karnataka stood in
the way of ensuring education for girls, by bringing in new
rulesthat prohibited girls to come to school with the Hijab.
Itwasreported that more than 17,000 female students were
forced to skip their board examinationin 2022 due to this.
Inperhapsone of thefirst steps since India’sindependence,
rules were brought in which would prohibit girls from the
right to education.

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 would resultin
the closure of public-funded schools and colleges in small
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towns and villages. The closure of schools and colleges
is going to affect girls most as their mobility is severely
restricted.

Despite the significant challenges faced by women under
the Modi regime, there has been a remarkable resurgence
of resistance. Women have played pivotal roles in various
movements, showcasing theirunwavering determination.
The active participation of women farmers led to the
successful repeal of the contentious farm laws, while their
significant presencein protestsagainst NRC-CAA thwarted
governmentimplementation efforts. The pursuit of justice
for Bilkis Bano and the solidaritydemonstrated during the
wrestlers’ protests underscored the resolute spirit. Women
workers, including ASHA workers, Anganwadi workers,
and Pourakarmikas, have spearheaded massive struggles,
demanded theirrightsand opposed the anti-labour codes.
These reflect the indomitable strength and resilience of
women in the fight against fascism.

The BJPideology, drawing from Manusmriti, perpetuates
the notion of women’sinequality, strives to confine them to
astate of subjugation and erodes the principles of equality
andliberty. Thisfascistagenda,rooted in theimposition of
Manusmriti, seeks to enforce the subordination of women.

As we near International Women’s Day, we must unite to
combat the continued assault on women across various
spheres. Together, we stand against this fascist onslaught,
challenging the forces of patriarchy, capitalist ideals, and
theentrenched caste system, tobuild asociety founded on
equality and justice. B
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2024 Polls: People Rising against
the BJP’s Nefarious Designs

head of the crucial 2024
Lok Sabha elections, the
Modi regime has been

desperate to destabilise every
non-BJP government and gain the
maximum possible direct control
over every lever of governance and
administration. Another major
target hasbeen tobreak the ranks of
the growing unity of non-BJP parties
under the banner of the INDIA bloc
and wean away leaders and parties
to the BJP/NDA fold. The game
plansucceeded in Bihar with Nitish
Kumar’s return to the NDA but was
checkmated in Jharkhand despite
the arrest of Hemant Soren. And in
the Union Territory of Chandigarh
the BJP’s act of stealing the mayor
election by getting the presiding
officer to perpetrate a brazen fraud
in counting backfired miserably. The
Supreme Court termed it a murder
of democracy and it is not difficult
to guess the higher-ups who must
have designed and approved this
murder plot.

The government has been known
to have been using central agencies
like the ED, CBI and Income Tax
department as political weapons
to coerce a section of opposition
into submission and persecute
the rest. The Modi government
has now started weaponising the
Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian
honour. Bharat Ratna for Karpoori
Thakur sealed the deal with Nitish
Kumar, Bharat Ratna for Chaudhary
Charan Singh became an excuse for
the RLD to cross over for INDIA
to NDA. Renowned agriculture
scientist MS Swaminathan was
also awarded Bharat Ratna even as
farmers demandingimplementation
of Swaminathan Commission
recommendations continue to

face tear gas shells, barbed wires
and concrete barricades leading to
the death of young protester Shubh
Karan Singh and loss of vision of
several farmers.

Defying this terror campaign to
suppress the people and break the
unity of the opposition, the people’s
movementisassertingitselfonevery
front and on every burning issue.
The farmers” movement has once
again started gathering momentum,
young India is on the road for jobs,
various segments of workers and
employeeshaveintensified struggles
forwageincrease and restoration of
old pension scheme, and opposition
parties have begun firming up seat-
sharing arrangements. After his

latest political somersault Nitish
Kumar has become the most
discredited political figure in Bihar
and popular anger against the BJP-
JDU reunion will propel Bihar
forward in the battle to defeat the
Modiregimeinthe comingelections.
The conviction of young CPI(ML)
leader Manoj Manzil and 22 other
peasant and agricultural labour
activists of Bhojpur on fabricated
charges in the Badgaon case and
the consequent disqualification of
Manoj Manzil who had won from
Agiaon(SC) Assemblyseat securing
more than 60% of the polled vote will
only reinforce the fighting spirit
and resolve of the oppressed and
deprived millions in Bihar. B
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BADGAON23

ASSERTIONS OF DALITS AND RURAL POOR WILL REMAIN STEADFAST
DESPITE THE CONSPIRACY BY BJP BACKED FEUDAL FORCES

n February, 13, Manoj
Manzil, CPIML central
committee member and

MLA from Agiaon constituency in
Bihar, along with 22 other comrades
were convicted and sentenced to
life imprisonment in a politically
motivated murder case. In the case,
go-year-old Comrade Ramanand
Prasad was also sentenced to life
imprisonment. The case was filed
on the eve of the 2015 Assembly
elections, and Comrade Manoj had
to fight the polls from within jail. He
still polled more than 30,000 votes
and finished a close third.

The case against Manoj Manzil and
other party comrades pertains to the
murder of one JP Singh in Badgaon.
They were implicated in the case as
part of a conspiracy by the feudal
forces in an attempt to suppress the
burgeoning assertion of dalits and
poor in the Bhojpur region. All the
comrades,implicatedinthisfabricated
case, have been at the forefront of
Bhojpur’s historic people’s struggle
against feudal and communal terror.

The case against Badgaon-23 is part
of a long-standing modus operandi
by feudal and right-wing forces of
unleashingrepressionand massacres
against the poor and dalits and later
implicatingthose who challenge these
regressive forces,infabricated casesin
connivance with the police and local
administration.

CPIMLhasfiledanappeal against this
verdict in Patna High Court

Killers of Comrade
Satish Yadav Continue
to Roam Free

In2015,afewdaysbefore theincident
of JP Singh, popular CPIML leader
Comrade Satish Yadav was killed
by feudal-casteist forces. Comrade
Satish, from Kamariyavillage of Agiaon
hadled several strugglesin theareafor
people’slivelihood, development,and
against feudal crimes.

Afterthekilling of Comrade Satish, the
feudal-casteist forces feared massive
people’s assertion in the Bhojpur
region, and in an attempt to suppress
this upsurge, Badgaon-23 comrades
were implicated in the false case.
Despite this ploy to shut the voices of
rightsand dignityfor people, Comrade
Manoj, along with others, steadfastly
carried forward the flame of resistance
lit by Martyr comrade Satish. In 2020
assemblyelectionsin Bihar, Comrade
Manojwasgivenathumping mandate
by the people of Agiaon he won by a
margin of more than 48,000 votes.
Thisis despite the fact that the Nitish-
BJP regime arrested Manoj just a few
days before the election.

And now, as soon as Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar somersaulting back to
the feudal-communal BJP fold, Manoj
and 22 others have been convicted in
the case. The thought of the presence
of an honest and young dalit MLA
inside the Assembly always terrified
the BJP.

CPIML General Secretary Comrade
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Dipankar Bhattacharya said in a
press conference on 14 February
that BJP backed feudal forces have
consistently been conspiring in the
Bhojpurregionagainst the rural poor’s
movement. Theyhavekilled hundreds
of people in massacres and filed false
casesagainst CPIMLleaders. Thisisa
travestythatnone of the perpetrators
ofinnumerable massacres, taken place
during the 1990s, have been brought
to justice. The same feudal forces
succeeded in a conspiracy which
eventually led to the conviction of
party MLA and agrarian workers’
leader Manoj Manzil in a false and
motivated case. The people of Bihar
will not tolerate such injustice and
giveabefittingreplyto the communal
fascists.

He further said that the conviction
against Manoj follows the pattern of
Modi government suppressing every
voice of opposition, MPs are being
suspended in bulk numbers from the
parliament, an attempt was made to
conspiratorially oust Rahul Gandhi
from the parliament, and Chief
Ministers like Jharkhand’s Hemant
Soren are being targeted. The jailing
of Manoj Manzil should be seenin this
backdrop where democracy, dignity
andrights of dalitsand poorare under
attack.

Comrade Dipankar further added
that in today’s India we need more
leaders like Comrade Manoj Manzil
whohasalways been on the frontlines
of people’sstruggles since his student
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days. This judicial massacre of
assertion of dalitsand poorin Bhojpur
will be resisted by the people.

The CPIML has called forawidespread
mass contact campaign against the
jailing of 23 comrades. Thousands
came to the streets in Bhojpur
against the shocking judgement. On
14 February, statewide protests were
organised. CPIML is conducting a
weeklong campaign visiting every
village in Bhojpur from19-25 February
to expose the feudal-BJP conspiracy.
Astatewide mass contact programme
has also been taken up from 21 to 277
February with the clarion call of
‘Bihar Ki Janata Ladegi, Tanashahi
Haregi’ [People of Bihar will Fight,
Dictatorship will be Defeated].

Below are the profiles of
Bagaon23 comrades:

1. Manoj Manzil, 40 years-old:
Manoj hails from a dalit landless
agrarian labour family. From his
early student days, he dedicated
himself to the struggles for
equality of poor and oppressed
castes. He became an activist
during his college days and
started organising people in
villages of Bhojpur. He organised
andled severalhistoric struggles
in the region, including the
Sadak Par School movement for
education and better schools
and Bhojpur’s ‘Shaheen Bagh’
Movement against CAA-NRC.
Manoj Manzil is also the Bihar
Presidentof AllIndia Agricultural
Labour Association (AIARLA),
the biggest organisation of rural

workers in Bihar with more
than two million members.
During the COVID-19 pandemic
and the inhuman lockdown
imposedbythe Modigovernment,
Manoj Manzil, along with the
local party structure, worked
tirelessly to provide relief and
support to the affected families
and workers. For several daysand
nights, he and other comrades
camped inside the district
hospitalinAra,activelyarranging
for treatment, medicines, oxygen
and ambulances whenever and
wherever required. Manoj was
always just a phone call away
for anyone who wanted help
or support, whether it was a
road accident or sickness. The
dedicated and unwavering
commitment for the rights of
dalits and poor people were the
reasons behind his immense
popularity.

. Gabbar Chaudhary: 4o0-year-

old from Badgaon, he isa CPIML
branch committee member and
abrickkiln worker. He hails from
Bind Caste. Hiswife BabyDevi, 35,
works as a labourer. They have 5
children, most of them going to
school.

. Nand Kumar Chaudhary,

55 year old from Badgaon, is a
brick kiln worker and CPIML
Panchayat committee member.
His brother is also convicted
in this case. His wife Daulato
Devi, 52, is an ex-ward member
of village panchayat. He has 7
children. This landless family

hasahousebuiltunder the Indira
Awas Yojana. Healso comes from
the Bind caste.

4. RohitChaudhary,46yearsold:
Lives in Mahavir Ganj in Arwal
district. He left his village in
Badgaon3oyearsago. Hewasnot
in Badgaon at the time of the JP
Singhincident. A casuallabourer,
he hails from Bind caste.

5. Triloki Ram, 55yearsold: Heis
CPIML supporter,whohailsfrom
Badgaonand earnshislivelihood
as a construction worker. His
wife Tetri Devi, 56 also works as
labourer. Thislandless familyhas
a pucca house. His father Minik
Ram, 80 and mother Pachratani
Devi, 78 are suffering from
chronicailments. Four members
of this family were also targeted
byupper castefeudalsinthe past.
He hails from Chamar caste.

6. Bharat Ram, 50 years old: He
hails from Badgaon and is a law
graduate but works as migrant
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8. Ramadhar Chaudhary,

worker. Heisa CPIML supporter.
Hehastwosons. Heisthe brother
of Triloki Ram, who was also
made an accused in this case.

Cheena Ram, 60 years old: He
hailsfrom Badgaonvillageandisa
graduate. Heisablock committee
member of CPIML andinthe past
contested in elections for village
mukhiya and for Sarpanch. He
is a dedicated activist of CPIML
for a long time and had been
victimised and jailed earlier
too for his activism. He could
not continue his studies after
graduation because of his family
constraints, and was forced
to work as a migrant worker
to support his family. His wife
Savitri, 55 is a casual worker,
also a party member and once
contested for Mukhiya election.
His son’s marriage is fixed in the
coming month. The familyisina
direfinancial state. He hails from
Chamar caste.

65
years old: He is CPIML branch

10.

committee member, who hails
from Badgaon and works as
an agrarian labourer. His wife
Phulpati Devi, 60 alsoworks asa
labourer. Hehad contested in the
Panchayat Samiti election. Hails
from Bind caste.

. Ravindra Chaudhary, 43years

old: He hails from Badgaon and
comesfromalandless family. His
wife and two sons are also daily
wage labourers. Hails from Bind
caste.

Prem Ram, 52 years old: Heisa
member of the party’s Panchayat
committee and hails from
Badgaon. His wife Vida Deviand
three sons also work as casual
labourers and are landless. He
was targeted by feudals earlieras
well and was jailed for resisting
the oppression. The feudalforces
are threatening to demolish his
house. He hails from Chamar
caste.

Shiv Bali Chaudhary, 60
years old: He hails from Badgaon
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12.

13.

14.

village. Heand hiswife Prabhavati
Devi, 52, and their three sons
are agrarian workers. They are
landless.

Tanman Chaudhary, 59 years
old: A member of the party’s
Panchayat committee member,
hehailsfrom Badgaonvillage. He,
hiswifeand foursonsareagrarian
workers and live on government
land in a house built under Awas
Yojana. He hails from Bind caste.

Ramanand Prasad,9oyearold:
He hails from Badgaon and is a
CPIML member since the 1980s
and was a Sarpanch until 2000
and then again in 2016-2021. He
comes from a marginal farmer
family with 7 bighas of land
and had a pucca house located
amidst feudal elements who had
displaced himfromhishouseand
nowlives ongovernmentland. He
isextremelyillandunable towalk.
His wife Suvachan Devi, 80, also
suffering from old age ailments
and bedridden. His one son died
in the Covid-19 pandemic, and
his two other sons are migrant
workers. He hails from Kahar
caste.

Manoj Chaudhary, 45yearsold:
He hails from Badgaon. He is an
agrarian worker who lives on a
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15.

16.

17.

homestead land. His wife Fula
Devi, 40, also works as agrarian
labour. He hails from Bind caste.

Baban Chaudhary, 45 years
old: An agrarian labourer from
Badgaon has a pucca house on
homestead land. Hails from Bind
caste.

Pawan Chaudhary, 40 Years
old: His father works as a driver
and share-cropperand hismother
isanagrarianlabourer,alsoowns
1bigha of agriculturallandand a
house. He hails from Bind caste
and is from Badgaon.

Prabhu Chaudhary, 75 years
old: He is CPIML member

18.

19.

since 1983 and is a member
of panchayat committee and
comes from Badgaon village. A
landless labourer lives in a hut
on government land. He had
been jailed five times in the past
for participating in people’s
struggles. He hails from Bind
caste.

Rambali Chaudhary, 56 years
old: A CPIML sympathiser from
Badgaon, works as an agrarian
labourer and sharecropper. His
wife Phoolmato Devi is a casual
worker. He is the brother of
Pawan Chaudhary, who was also
convicted in this case. He comes
from the Bind caste.

Sarvesh Chaudhary, 35 years
old:ACPIML member, heisadaily
wagelabourerandasharecropper.
HehasahouseunderIndira Awas
Yojana on homestead land. His
two sons are school going. He
hails from Bind caste.

20.Jai Kumar Yadav, 47 years old:

He is CPIML block committee

member from Khedi village
in Bhojpur. He was elected as
Mukhiya in the past.

21. Nandu Yadav, 35 years old: He

22,

23.

isamember of CPIML and hails
from Khedi village. He is the
brother of Jai Kumar Yadav, who
isalso convicted in this case.

Chandradhan Rai, 65 years
old:Hehasbeenassociated with
party for long time and hails
from Kurmi Chak village. He is
ablock committee member and
was elected for Panchayat Samiti
in the past. He had been jailed
many times for participating in
peoples’struggles. Hehails from
Kurmi caste.

Guddu Chaudhary: 25-year-
old resident of Badgaon village
in Bhojpur graduated from
Jagjivan Ram College Ara in
2017. A supporter of CPIML, he
works as alabourer and has two
children. His parents are rural
workers, who occasionally rent
smallagriculturalland tracts for
share-cropping. He was in Ara
town at the time of the incident
forwhichhe hasbeen convicted.
He hails from Bind Caste. B

e Release Manoj Manzil
and 22 others!

e Shame on the NDA
government in Bihar!

e Stop persecuting
Dalit- Bahujan
leaders!
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Despite Nitish Kumar’s Betrayal Bihar
Will Play a Pivotal Role in the Battle to
Save India from the Disastrous Modi Rule

4 DIPANKAR BHATTACHARYA

itish Kumar has switched
N sides yetagain. An arrogant
BJP which was claiming
to have shut its doors for ever for
Nitish Kumar has again embraced
him as Chief Minister of NDA.
Nitish Kumar, who had vowed to
prefer death to again joining hands
with the BJP, has reneged on his vow
to return to the BJP’s fold. Ahead of
the forthcoming Lok Sabhaelections,
the BJP was desperate to grab power
back in Bihar and Nitish Kumar has
offered himself to be used as a pawn
for this BJP operation. The BJP hopes
to have turned the tables on INDIA
by weaning Nitish Kumar away from
the opposition camp. But more than
anything else, the BJP’s desperation
shows its weakness and sense of
insecurityabout facing the combined
might of the oppositionin Bihar. The
memories of 2015 Assemblyelections
when the BJP tally had dropped to
53 seats in the face of a combined
opposition must still be haunting
the party.

Speculations are rife as to what
prompted Nitish Kumartoswitchsides
yet again. In the terrain of pragmatic
politics Nitish Kumar is known as a
great survivor, even greater than the
late Ram Vilas Paswan whohadleft the
NDA camp after the 2002 communal
carnagein Gujaratandreturnedtothe
BJP’sfold afteradecade’s association
with the Congress-led UPA. Nitish
Kumar remained along-standing ally
ofthe BJPtill2013whenthe BJP started
projecting Narendra Modi asits main
national leader, went back to NDA in
2017 after winning the 2015 Assembly
elections with RJD and Congress and
running the government with Tejaswi
Yadav as Deputy CM. In August 2022
Nitish Kumar once again parted ways

withthe BJP onlytoreturntothe NDA
camp now after seventeen months.

Ram Vilas Paswan is widely
remembered with the epithet of
"Mausam Vigyani” (weather scientist)
and Nitish Kumarisnowbetter known
as”PaltuRam” (somersault expert) or
“Kursi Kumar” (throne clinger). But
was Nitish Kumar feelingendangered
as CM of the Mahagathbandhan
government that he had to cross over
tosecurehisposition? Factsare clearly
to the contrary. It was to counter the
growing pressure from the BJP that
he had left the NDA in the first place
and if anything he will be facing even
greater pressure nowafterreturningto
the NDA camp. It also does not make
sense to attribute his desertion to his

notbeingmade convener of the INDIA
coalition. Itis one thingtocriticise the
INDIA coalition orits constituents to
improve the cohesion and conduct of
the coalition and completely another
to desert it and join hands with the
prime adversary of the coalition.

A self-styled socialist leader who
remains a steadfast ally of the BJP
even after the Gujarat carnage and
who rejoins the BJP camp in the
Modi era twice before successive Lok
Sabhaelections should hardlyleave us
in any doubt about his basic political
orientation. In spite of his dubious
trackrecord the Mahagathbandhanin
Bihar and the INDIA coalition on the
national level treated Nitish Kumar
with due respect as Bihar CM and an
importantallyintheall-India context.
Yet Nitish Kumar chose to ditch the
INDIA coalitionjustbefore the crucial
2024electionswhen thewhole country
was looking to Bihar for a broad unity
among political forces in defence of
democracy, federalism, social justice

CPIML Leader
Attacked in Siwan
by BJP backed
Feudal Forces

Since the BJP grabbed powerinBihar,
the feudal forces have unleashed a
reign of terror over dalits and poor
in the state. On 10 February, a
dominant feudal criminal, Dhan
Kumar Singh burnt down a stack of
straw of Ramesh Ram because he
refused to sell it at prices much less
than market rates. This happened in
Savan Vigrah village of Daraunda
block in Siwan district.

Dhankumar Singh then brutally
assaulted Ramesh and his family
members, including women
members. Next day, CPIML leader
Jaishankar Pandit and Ramayan
Yadav went to meet Ramesh and
inquired into the incident. During
this, Dhankumar Singh reached the

spot and fired indiscriminately.

Comrade Jaishankar Pandit was
shot in the leg. Sita Devi, sister of
Ramesh Ram and her son Manu
Kumar Ram were also injured in the
firing. Manu was shot in the stomach.
Ramesh Ram'’s wife, two daughters
and mother were badly beaten up
and harassed by the attackers. All
the injured are admitted to PMCH
in Patna and undergoing treatment.

CPIML General Secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya and Politburo member
Dhirendra Jha visited Comrade
Jaishankarand otherinjured at PMCH
on February 12 to take stock of the
situation. The injured comrades were
steadfast and said that the attack will
not deter people's resistance to BJP
backed feudal forces.

The CPIML has urged the state
authorities to take action and
ensure the arrest of all attackers
immediately. |
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and communal harmony.

Nitish Kumar’s desertion therefore
can only be seen as an act of great
betrayal to the cause of democracy
and social justice. What made this
betrayal most unscrupulous was the
occasion chosen for executing this
somersault - the birth centenary of
Jannayak Karpoori Thakur and the 74th
anniversary of the Indian Republic.
Nitish Kumar presents himself as
the self-styled successor of Karpoori
Thakur, but the two trajectories could
not be more contrasting. In his time
Karpoori Thakur had to face the most
virulent opposition of Bihar’s feudal-
communal camp, the RSS and Jan
Sangh in particular for his pioneering
roleinimplementing OBCreservation
which also included backward castes
within the Muslim community. His
two stintsas Bihar CMwere extremely
short-lived and he spent most of his
political life as an opposition leader
and staunchlyadvocated communist-
socialist unity in post-Emergency
Bihar, especially with the rise of the
revolutionary movement of the rural
poor under the leadership of the
CPI(ML).

As far as the BJP’s game plan is
concerned, it is well known that
the party is desperate to have direct
political control in all major states.

Non-BJP governmentsareacomplete
anathema to the Modi regime. After
toppling the Maha Vikas Aghadi
government of Maharashtra and
stripping the Delhi government of
all its powers, its eyes have clearly
been on the eastern region states of
West Bengal, Bihar and Jharkhand.
Without losing a moment after
recapturing power in Patna the Modi
regime has intensified the ED assault
on Laloo Prasad Yadav in Bihar and
Tejaswi Yadav and Hemant Soren in
Jharkhand.

The other major factor behind the
BJP-orchestrated coup in Biharis the
Sanghbrigade’sfear of Biharinspiring
a countrywide popular assertion for
democracy and social and economic
justice. The caste census and socio-
economic survey in Bihar aroused
countrywide interest and became a
pivotal template for the demand for
anall-India caste censusandincreased
reservation. Within Bihar the focus
had also turned to the massive scale
of poverty, the urgency of adoption
of poverty-alleviation measures and
provision of government jobs and a
secure future for Bihar’s youth. The
sizable scale of recruitment of teachers
raised the hope of rapid filling up of
vacancies in different departments.
The BJP was desperate to abort this

agenda and divert people’s attention
away from this agenda of people’s
rights and welfare to the Sangh's
agenda of hate-filled communal
polarisation.

We must remember that while the
NDA had managed to sweep the polls
in 2019, within a few months the
opposition succeeded in mounting
aneffective challengeinthe Assembly
elections. The entry of the CPI(ML)
in Bihar’s grand alliance broadened
and strengthened the social unity
and political assertion of Bihar’s
oppressed and deprived millions and
the NDA couldretain power with only
a very narrow majority. The return
of Nitish Kumar has only exposed
the weakness of the BJP behind its
aggressive rhetoric and is bound to
increase tension within the NDA camp
while the Mahagathbandhan can now
march ahead with greater cohesion,
determination and energy. The hope
and dynamism generated in the wake
ofthe2020Assemblyelectionsand the
recent caste count, socio-economic
survey and recruitment of teachers
mustbeharnessed and the massanger
against the BJP’s coup and Nitish
Kumar’sbetrayal mustbe channelised
towards a stronger assertion of the
INDIA coalitionin Biharinthe coming
elections. ®
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Protest against
Gangrape and Murder
of Dalit Woman in
Navgachhia

Onthe morning of 16 February 2024, apoor mahadalitwoman
proceeded to deliver milk in the Brahmin Tola, as per her
daily routine. Upon her husband’s return from work in the
afternoon, hediscovered that shehad notreturned. He, along
with other relatives, searched for her at the Karelal Thakur
house in Brahmin Tola, where the deceased had gone to
deliver milk. However, the house owner scolded them and
shooed them away. The 39 years old victim was from Gangotri
caste,an extremelybackward community. Her husband runs
an e-rickshaw. They have 4 daughters and 2 sons.

Thewoman's familyfiled amissing complaint with the Rangra
police station, but the officials took no action and told the
relatives to go to the temple and worship for her return.

The husbandraised the possibility that Karelal Thakur might
have done something to his wife during the police visit to
the residence on February 17. But instead of searching for
the missing women, the police told the family they would
be sued if she didn't come back.

Family members found the woman'’s dead body after a
relentless search on the morning of 18 February in a naked
state at Kailu Nishad’s cattle-shed. She was gang-raped before
being murdered. Some of the victim’s personal belongings
including the milk can were recovered from Karelal Thakur’s
house. All the accused come from the Brahmin community,
one of whomisaPanchayat Samitimember. The namesare -
Karelal Thakur, Saurabh Thakur, Raja Thakur, Suman Thakur
and Jimmy alias Pradeep Thakur.

Immediately after the body was found, a large number of
people protested against the lack of action by police in the
case. As per the reports, the police fired 12 rounds of bullets
on the protesting people.

OnFebruary19,afact-finding team comprising Bindeshwari
Mandal, CPIML District Secretary of Bhagalpur, Navgachhia
Block Secretary Ramdev Singh, RYA activist Gaurishankar
Rai, ATPWA District Secretary Renu Devi, Kanchan Deviand
Meena Devivisited the spot and met the family members of
the victim. They also spoke to villagers about the incident.

CPIMLdemandedthatallthe criminalsshouldbeimmediately
arrested and action should be taken against erring and
negligent police officials. The district administration must
also provide compensation to the victim’s family members.
On February 20, a protest march was taken out by CPIML in
Bhagalpur against this incident and police-feudal nexus. B
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CPIML Memorandum to

the Election Commission

A CPIML delegation led by polit bureau member
and Bihar State Secretary Kunal submitted a
memorandum tothe Election Commissionin Patna
on February 20 with suggestions to ensure voting
rights of poor and dalits in those constituencies
of Bihar where feudal casteist forces are known to
prevent oppressed communities from exercising
their voting rights.

Comrade Kunal said that according to ECI's
own report, there are many booths where voting
percentage used to be below the national average.
Indistrictslike Ara, Jahanabad, Pataliputra, Karakat
and Siwan this trend is more prominent because of
still prevailing feudal domination over dalits, poor,
oppressed, minoritiesand womenvoters. Theseare
the regions where the poor have made sacrifices to
preserve their right to vote in the past, too.

The CPIML has demanded from the ECI to make
polling booths inside the tolas and localities of
dalits and poor in the coming Lok Sabha elections.
In the absence of any government building inside
dalitlocalities, ECImustarrange for mobile booths
so that they can exercise their voting right without
fear. All dalit and poor voters must be given polling
booths at their tolas.

The party delegation also apprised ECI of the
deletion of names from the voters’lists. Manynames
from dalit, MBC and backward communities are
missing after the revision of electoral rolls. This is
quite astonishing that the name of CPIML politburo
member and ex-MLA Rajaram Singh has been
deleted fromthevoterlistwithout citinganyreason.
The partyhasdemanded toincludeall deleted names
in the electoral rolls without delay.

The CPIML reiterated the party’s stand that
elections should be conducted with paperballotsand
EVMs be removed. EVMs are increasingly coming
under doubts and the ECI has failed to clear those
suspicions. If EVMs are used in the forthcoming
elections, then 100 percent VVPAT counting must
beallowed to ensure the credibilityand impartiality
of the entire election process. CPIML has also
demanded to decrease the expenditure limit for
candidates and parties both, this is much needed
tocounter theincreasingdomination of muscleand
money power on the country’s electoral democracy.
|
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Steadfast Farmers’ Movement
against an Arrogant Regime

oday, anyone who travels
I from Punjab to Delhi via the
state of Haryana will witness
the arrogance of power. From iron
spikes and concertina wires to large
concrete barriers and hundreds of
police-paramilitary personnel armed
witheveryweaponintheirarsenalare
stationed along the entire stretch just
to stop the Delhi march of unarmed
farmers, who are demanding
fulfillment of Modi government’s
promises made to SKM. For the first
time in the country’s history, armed
dronesarebeingused todrop tear gas
shells on protesting farmers.

And if you wish to tweet or post
these structures of arrogance and
repressiononsocial media, you can’t!
The internet has been suspended
in several districts of Haryana and
Punjabwhich, since February12. Even
if youare able to post, it is likely that
you will join the group of 177 (and
increasing) social media accounts
that have been blocked by the Indian
government.

In fact, these farmers are asking
the Union government to fulfil its
own promise made in 2021. During
the historic farmers’ movement in
2020-21 led by the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM) and other farmers
organizations, the Modigovernment
had promised to meet their four key
demands. The government, in an
agreement with the farmers, had
promised to address the demands of
legal guarantee for MSP; withdrawal
of the draft Electricity Amendments
Bill, withdrawal of criminal cases
against farmers and compensation
for the families of farmers who died
during the year-long protest.

However, since then, the farmers have
only experienced betrayal. Against
this, in tandem with the working

class have decided to embark on
countrywide resistance actions.

February 16 Strike

Against the Modi regime’s lies, the
Samyukt Kisan Morcha along with
the Central trade unions called for
a countrywide rural and sectoral
strike on 16 February. The Bandh was
enforced in all states, including in
urban and rural areas. In Delhi, the
strikes were observed in all industrial
clustersand acentral protest program
was organised at Jantar Mantar, near
the Parliament Street.

In Punjab and Haryana, the strike
action received widespread public
support, with large parts of the states
witnessing complete shutdown.

InBihar AIKM, ATARLA and AICCTU
along with other organisations
organised protest marches and
sit-ins in several district and block
headquarters.

In Odisha, the rural bandh observed
across the state. All India Kisan
Mahasabha, AICCTU, and ATARLA
participated in Puri, Rayagada,
Kendrapara, Bhadark, Koraput,
Khurdha, Nygarh, Balangir, Sonepur
and Sundargarh. In Andhra Pradesh,

hundreds of workers from various
unions and sectors participated
in the massive rally in Vijayawada.
Workers in Tenkasi in Tamil Nadu
organised a Rasta Rokowith AICCTU
banner.

The scheme workers, government
employees and railway workers
across the country joined the strike
and expressed their unwavering

solidarity ~with the farmers’
movements.
Delhi Chalo Call

Another group of farmers and farm
labourers, under the banner of SKM
(non-political), gave a separate call
of Delhi Chalo (March to Delhi) on
13 February. This was stopped at the
Punjab-Haryanaborderand met with
severe repression by Haryana police
and paramilitary forces deployed
by the centre. These farmers are
camping at Shambhu and Khanauli
borders just outside Haryana,
braving a continuous barrage of
tear gas shells, rubber bullets, water
cannons and even pellet guns.

OnFebruary21,a24-year-old youth,
Shubharan Singh, was killed in the
police action at Khanauli border.
Three farmers have lost their vision
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in due to pellet firing by the forces,
and two elderly farmers died during
the protest.

The Haryana police and paramilitary
have even attacked and damaged
vehicles of those farmers and leaders
whovisited the protest site to express
solidarity. Hundreds of farmers and
youth have beeninjured until now, but
farmers are determined to march to
Delhiinthestruggle for their demands.

On February 23, CPIML and AIKM
organised meeting to pay tributes to
Shubharan Singh and other martyred
farmers at Bihar’s Daudnagar.
Condemning the Modi regime’s
repression on farmers, the people
who joined the condolence meeting
resolved to oust the anti-people
regime in the up-coming Lok Sabha
elections.

Modi Regime’s
Dillydallying

Amid the renewed push by farmers
demanding the fulfilment of the
promises, the Union Government
proposed a five-year guarantee of
purchase of farm produce for selected
five crops, besides wheat and paddy.
The farmers have unanimously
rejected this proposal as a ploy for
pushing ‘contract farming’ under
the disguise of facilitating crop
diversification. This offer to the
farmers demanding minimum
support price (MSP) for all crops
and to all farmers, exposes BJP
government’s dishonesty as well
as insensitivity towards the plight
of the country’s farming and rural
people. Farmers’ morale remains in
high spiritdespite brutal tactics used
againstthemandare enthusiastically
comingforward tojointhe protestto
teach Modi a lesson and to force the
government to implement a legal
guarantee on MSP on agricultural
produce, loan waiver and other
demands.

The SKM condemned the brutal
repressiononfarmersand ‘dictatorial

mindset of the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi” and gave the call to
organise peaceful demonstrations,
public meetings, torchlight
processions in the Constituencies
of MP’s of BJP and other ruling NDA
parties. The SKM firmly rejected
the proposal of a five-year contract
with farmers to procure 5 crops,
namely Maize, Cotton, Arhar/Tur,
Masoor and Urad and reiterated
the demand of MSP with C2+50%
formula as recommended by the
National Farmers Commission in
2006. SKM’s other major demands
are loan waiver, no privatisation of
electricity, a comprehensive crop
insurance scheme under the public
sector, Rs.10000 monthly pension
to farmers above 60 years of age,
dismissal from ministership and
prosecutionof Union Ministerof State
for Home Affairs Ajay Mishra Teni,
the main conspirator of Lakhimpur
Kheri massacre of farmers. The
13-month-longfarmers’ movement of
in 2020-21 had forced the Narendra
Modi government to withdraw anti-
farmer farm laws and the Electricity
Amendment Actthat wasintroduced
bytheregimeto pave wayfor complete
corporatisation of Indian agriculture.
While withdrawing these Acts, the
governmenthadalsoagreedtoaddress
the other demands of the movement
and constituted a committee for
the implementation of the legal
guarantee for procurement of 23 crops
at MSP rates. Instead of addressing
the matter with seriousness, the
committee established by the
government remained merely an
eyewash, with no tangible progress
or discussion regarding the demand
for legal guarantees for MSP. Other
agreed upon demands have had the
same fate. With the current phase
of farmers’ struggle the government
has, besides unprecedented state
violence, once again unleashed an
intense vile propaganda with BJP
troll machinery spreading lies and
many ruling party leaders and self-
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styled experts trying to build a false
narrative through godi media about
MSP being impractical and even
harmful for farmers’ welfare. On the
contrary, a guaranteed legal MSP
policy regime is very much possible,
which in turn helps strengthen the
rural economy and country’s food
security [as explained in the box].

There is no doubt that the BJP
government intends to protect
cronyism and corporate control
over the agriculture sector. Despite,
the withdrawal of three farm laws
under the pressure from the farmers’
movement of 2021, the BJP regime
continues to employbackdoor tactics
infavour of the entry of corporations
in the agricultural sector. This is the
reasonbehindthegovernmentlacking
political will power for bargaining in
WTO for MSP and other subsidies.
Farmers are fighting for inclusion of
94 percent of farmers who are out of
the MSP regime.

The Central trade unions and
farmers organisations have resolved
to continue and intensify the
agitations in the coming days. . The
unions noted that the repression
and violence have become defining
characteristics of the ruling party
having lost the confidence of people
aswellasrealizing that theyhavelost
the ground as because they know
that they failed to deliver results in
every promise they made to various
sections of Indian masses. The toiling
masses will thwart the diversionary
and divisive designs of the BJP-RSS
and guarantee the ouster of the
disastrous Modi Gov in the coming
Lok Sabha elections.

What is happening today with the
farmers in India clearly reflects this
intent of the government that is
completely leaning in favour of the
corporates.

The farmers are not begging, they’re
asking for their due. ®
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Why Does the Modi Government Not
Want a Legally Guaranteed MSP for

Farmers?

ill  MSP be too
Wburdensome for the

state exchequer? The
clear answer is No.

It is being propagated that the
governmenthastospend an extrasum
ofatleast1o-16lakhcroreseachyearto
procure MSP cropsatdeclared prices.
This is a misleading argument that
hidesthefactthatfood grains procured
aretobesoldinthe marketatacertain
price; hence it is only the difference
between the cost of procurement
at MSP and the prevailing market
prices of the particular farm produce
in question. The marketanalysiswing
of CRISIL hasrecently calculated this
difference between MSP prices and
current mandi [agriculture market]
prices for 16 crops for the year 2023
to be around Rs. 21,000 crores only.
Inanother estimate made in 2016 for 23
crops, thisamountwas around 47,000
crores.

Now compare denial of minimum
support price and enacting a law
to guarantee the same with the
government’s gleeful submission to
the National Company Law Tribunal’s
(NCLT) decisionin December2023to
waive offawhoppingRs. 46795.1crores
from Anil Ambani’s long pending
debt to various public sector banks
and other financial institutions. This
was only made possible because the
Modi government had passed a law,
"Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code’ in
2016. Ever since this law was brought
in, severallakh crores of public sector
banks’money,whichmostlyiscommon
citizens’ hard-earned earnings, has
beenwiped off by corporates through
NCLT ’settlements,” which are now
commonly known as haircuts. Until
2019, Rs. 2,40,932.58 crores were
waived in settlements for nearly 250
companies that includes Patanjali
owned Ruchi Soya and Jindal owned

Bhushan Steel. Sofar NCLT has settled
orgivenresolution plansinnearly2500
cases where total haircuts amount to
substantial money in lakhs of crores.
The Modi government has actually
given a legal guarantee to corporates
of running away with public money,
but does not want to give farmers a
minimum price, even though MSP for
all will require just a little fraction of
the huge amount the government has
waived for the corporates.

Therefore, it is a blatant lie that
providing legal guarantee for MSP
will completelydrain the government
exchequer. Besides, banks have also
written off lakhs of crores of rupees
marked as NPAs during the past ten
years, while farmers’ indebtedness
has increased in the same period.
Today, every farmer is burdened with
an average debt amount of Rs. 1 lakh
over her/his head and is in dire need
of minimum price support for her/his
farm produce. The idea of MSP is as
old as India’s quest for remunerative
agriculture and food sovereignty. The
LKJhacommittee had recommended
a policy of minimum support price
for farmers in 1960 which was
implemented first time in 1966 for
the wheat crop. The Commission for
Agricultural Costsand Prices (CACP)
each year revises MSP for 23 crops,
but there is no law to guarantee its
implementation and more than 85%
of the agricultural produce goes at
rates muchlower than MSP to private
buyers and middlemen who have a
monopolyover the marketin mandis.
The government procures 20-25% of
food grains mainly wheat and paddy
at MSP rates for public distribution
system, NFSA and buffer stock to
be sold in open market during lean
season to balance the market prices.
This procurement is primarily meant
to provide subsidised food grains for
the poor under the food security act,

but it also controls prices in the open
market to some extent.

A legally MSP regime will not only
make agriculture a remunerative
profession where more than half
of the country’s population earns
a livelihood, but also give the rural
economy a boost. This can help ease
grave unemployment in villages, and
stop the forced migrationinsearch for
workand sustenance. Today, millions
are forced to leave their villages and
work under semi-slave conditions
in other states and urban areas. The
MSP regime will also enhance food
sovereignty.

Developed countries give theirfarmers
huge subsidies, but they do not want
agriculture subsidiesin the developing
world. A farmer in the US receives an
average subsidy that approximately
equals 40 lakh Indian rupees, and a
farmerin Indiagetsanaverageamount
around Rs.25000as subsidyannually.
In all developed countries, farming is
highly subsidised, but they want the
removal of subsidies in countries
like India. The WTO provides a legal
framework for thisunequal treatment,
which mandates for the maximum
subsidy at 10 percent of the total
value of production of that crop. And,
the value of production is calculated
at 1986 prices instead of current
market prices, which is completely
unjustified. MSP for all crops will
also pave the way for much-needed
cropdiversification, as farmerswon’t
have todepend onwheatand paddyin
hope of a government procurement.

The current Prime Minister Modiina
statementin 2014, justbeforehis party
rose to power, had said “why should
our farmers not get the right price?
Farmersare notbegging, theyworked
hard for it & should get good prices.”

So, what changed now? Clearly, the
Modi’s government’s dillydallying
regarding MSP guarantee has
nothing to do with the budgetary
restrictions or fiscal concerns, it is
about the intent. B
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Who Wants the Subsidy Dead?

oday, the tractor, a vital tool

for the farmer, has become

an anti-national vehicle.
Police in Haryana and Delhi are
making every effort to stop farmers
on tractors from entering Delhi.
These very tractors and farmers’ toil
are responsible for our daily food,
vegetables, and fruits. However,
when the time came for listening to
the grievances of farmers, the Modi
regime greeted them with violence
and repression.

Farmers’ demand is to make Modi
government fulfil its assurance of
making Minimum Support Price
(MSP) alegalright. Following farmers
protests, the three farm laws which
Modigovernmentintroducedin 2020
andlaterrevoked, one of the promises
that was made was to legalise MSP.
Farmersargue, the way every product
in market has a maximum retail price
(MRP), why cannot crop produced by
farmers have an MSP? Currently, the
Government of Indiaannounces MSPs
for 23 crops and declaration of MSP
does not mean, government is going
to procure for surety.

Then why can’t Modi government
ensure MSP for all crops and legalise
the same for ensuring private players?
The answer lies in the Agreement on
Agriculture and the World Trade
Organisation.

The Agreement on Agriculture
(AoA) introduced in World Trade
Organisation (WTO) in1995 prohibits
subsidiesand dutiesonthe pretextthat
they distorts the market. AoA-WTO
came with the process of globalization
that introduced measures of
Liberalisation and Privatisationacross
theworld. Theideabehind the subsidy
reduction was to open the markets of
all nations to products produced in
other countries.

When the negotiations started for

4 SAl

Figure1: In WTO, subsidies in general ave identified by “boxes.”

the AoA, India, like other developing
countries, despite knowing the
consequences ofaccedingtothetrade
regime, willinglywentahead and made
farmers suffer the consequences of it.
India’s positionduringthisnegotiation
broadly spoke about protecting the
farmers and alleviating the poverty.
But, however, the developed countries
started off with a greater buffer level.
Notonlywere they economicallywell-
placed, but also they were politically
strong.

Therewasreluctance from developed
countries to make any concessions
regarding their agriculture sector
because it was one of the highly
protected markets. Thisisanironyas
it is the same countries who preach
about protective measures to be
dismantled in developing countries.

Now, it is in this context that we have
to understand the reduction of state
support in Agriculture.

In the early 9os, the developed
countries had the financial
wherewithal to sustain reduction of
state support in one kind of subsidy,
to replace them with another kind
of subsidy [non-distorting as per
WTO]. For example, in the case of
de-coupled direct income support
for farmers and other measures
that became part of the green box
(no restriction in subsidy limit;
see Figure 1) meant that developed
countries could comfortably withdraw
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themselves from trade distorting
market mechanisms in the domestic
market like minimum support price,
universal subsidies. In comparison
to the developing countries, they had
less number of farmers and people
depending on the farming sector.

Understanding  this  becomes
essential in how our agriculture
economy suffered the most when the
government withdrew from most
of the state-support it provided -
fertilizer, pesticide, infrastructure
forirrigation, procuringfrom farmers,
providing minimum support price,
and so on. This situation meant that
the vulnerable farmers in India were
competingwithlarge-scale farmsfrom
developed country.

Realising the cost that India has paid
for getting integrated into the WTO,
and the rising farmer suicides, India
alongwith other developed countries
inlate2000s, were arguingfor greater
ability for food security programmes.
The National Food SecurityAct,2013in
Indiawasaproduct ofthisrealization.

However, this meant India had to
breach the 10% de-minimis [minimal
amounts of domestic support that
are allowed even though they distort
trade] subsidy regime for public
procurement. This resulted in India
and other developing countries
negotiating for a permanent “peace
clause” in WTO for food security
programmes. This means any WTO
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member cannot challenge or
claim damages if countries like
India breach its subsidy limit for
public food procurement for the
food security programme.

In2013,comingunder the pressure
of developing countries, the
developed countries agreed to
a temporary “peace clause”.
However, the final text remained
ambiguous. Thismeant that many
developed countrieswhowerenot
happywithIndia’s subsidyregime
and food security programme
started raising questions in the
WTO, leading to a situation
where the peace clause became
ineffective.

India and other developing
countries are negotiating to get a
permanent peace clause notified.
Onthe other hand, the developed
countries are doing everything in
their capacity to stall the process
and denydeveloping countries the
policytoprotecttheirfarmersand
people.

Having lost the state support,
facing increased input prices and
falling market prices for products,
thefarmersare facingseverelosses
and indebtedness.

The clause of trade distorting and
non-distorting subsidiesin AoAis
the product of global attempt by
multinational corporations to
capture the agricultural sector
in Third World countries in the
name of globalisation. Today,
the majority of farmers in the
developing world and also, from
thedeveloped countriesare under
constant threat due to the push
by neoliberal forces to turn the
tillers into corporate slaves. This,
corporatization of agriculture,
is the very basis for the ongoing
destruction of state support for
farming, which has resulted in a
lack of food securityandlivelihood
for millions of people across the
globe. ®

Modi Government’s
White Paper on Indian Economy

4 PRASENJIT BOSE

he “White Paper on the Indian Economy” presented by the Union Finance

Minister in parliament on February 8, has alleged that the previous UPA

government had left behind a “deeply damaged economy” marred by
“governance, economic and fiscal crises” in 2014. The paper claims that the
Modi government has “turned around” and “rebuilt” the economy from its
foundations in the past ten years. The 55 pages document, however, mentions
the word “inflation” thirty four times, while the words “jobs” and “employment”
are mentioned only twice and “unemployment” never at all; which exposes the
skewness of its analysis.

Public Finances

The true picture of public finances and macroeconomic performance under the
UPA and NDA regimes emerges quite plainly from the official data provided by
the union budget documents, ministry of statistics and the central bank. Public
finance data for the four governmentsin the past twentyyears does notreflectany
discernible trend towards gradual deterioration of fiscal indicatorsin the first ten
years and continuous improvement in the last ten.

Rather, average annual total expenditure, along with that of revenue and capital
expenditure (capex), shows a decline as a percent of GDP under the NDA-I
government from the levels attained under the UPA regime. It was with the fiscal
expansion of the post-pandemic period, that the NDA-II government’s total
spending rose significantly.

The NDA-Igovernment had reduced expenditures relative to GDP on most major
heads compared tothe UPAregime, including capex, subsidies, defence, education
andrural development. NDA-ITincreased the outlays on those heads significantly
vis-a-vis NDA-I. However, the expenditure record of the NDA-II government
vis-a-vis the UPA era remains mixed; outlays on capex, food subsidy, agriculture,
urban and rural development improved, while outlays on education, defence and
subsidies on fuel and fertiliser fell, as per cent of GDP. Health expenditure as a
share of GDP witnessed no change at all between UPA and NDA rule, despite the
Covid-19 pandemic.

On the revenue front, gross tax revenues in GDP showed minor improvement
duringthe NDArule compared to UPA’s, but non-taxrevenues deteriorated. Overall
there was a decline in Centre’s revenue receipts as a share of GDP, partly due to
theincrease in the State’s share in central taxes following the implementation of
the fourteenth Finance Commission recommendations.

NDA’s revenue mobilisation strategy revolved around increasing indirect tax
collections on one hand, through GST rollout and levying high excise duties on
petroleum-products,and expanding the income taxbase on the other. Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT) datashow that the number of individualincome taxpayers
with positive tax payment increased from 1.25 crore in 2012-13 (assessment year)
to 2.08 crore in 2021-22 (assessment year). The average tax paid per individual
income tax payer more than doubled from Rs. 91200 to Rs. 2.03 lakh in 2021-22.
Thisraised income taxrevenues from the UPAyears’annual average of around 2%
of GDP to 2.3% under NDA-I and 2.9% during NDA-II.

In sharp contrast, however, corporate tax collections fell as a share of GDP, from
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the UPA eraaverage of 3.5% of GDP to
3.3%under NDA-Iand furtherto2.8%
under NDA-II. Aggregate income tax
collections are projected to surpass
corporate tax collections by over Rs.
1.13lakh crore in 2024-25.

CBDT data show the number of
companies paying positive taxes
rising from 3.45 lakh in 2012-13
(assessmentyear) to 4.571akhin2021-
22 (assessment year). Yet, data from
the “Statement on Revenue Impact of
Tax Incentives under the Central Tax
System”, annexed with the Receipt
Budgets, show that the effective
corporate tax rate, which inclusive
of the dividend distribution tax had
risen from 24.29 in 2012-13 to 30.4%
in2018-19,had fallen sharply to 22.2%
in 2020-21.

The withdrawal of the dividend
distribution tax and sharp reduction
in the corporate tax rate through
the new tax regime introduced
in 2019-20, have led to massive
revenue losses under the NDA-II
government, whose estimates the
government has suppressed till date.
Sucharevenue mobilisation strategy,
while transferring income from the
poor (through enhanced indirect
taxes) and middle classes (through
income taxes) to the profit-making
corporate sector, besides exacerbating
income inequality, has also failed to
generate adequate revenues atatime
when public expenditure was being
enhanced under NDA-II, following the
onset of the pandemic and recession.

As a result, the revenue deficit has
eventually bloated to an average of
4.3% of GDP under NDA-II and the
fiscal deficitaveragingat 6.6%,raising
the central government’s debt from
52% of GDP at the end of UPA rule
and around 50% under NDA-I to the
current level of 58%. Annual interest
expenditure has also risen from the
low of 3.0% earlier to 3.6% of GDP
in the current period. That is why
there were major cutbacks on capex,
subsidies and welfare expenditure in

the interim budget.

It is also noteworthy, that despite
the enhanced level of resources
transferred to the States in the past
tenyears, combined debt of the State
Governments have grown faster than
that of the centre under NDA rule
than the UPA era. Thisunderlines the
inadequacy of current level of fiscal
transfers to the States, given their
expanding expenditure commitments.

Economic Performance

Official data on the real economy
under the NDA regime has been
criticised from several quarters
for  overestimating its own
macroeconomic performance and
undervaluing that of the UPA regime.
Even then, the simple truth which is
evidentfromthe official dataisthaton
average, real GDP growth was atleast
one percentage pointhigher duringthe
UPA decade than that of the NDA.

Notonlydid the deep slumpfollowing
the pandemic and lockdown cause
major disruption during NDA-II,
but slowdown in the economy was
already evident under NDA-I after
the successive policy shocks of
demonetisation and GST rollout.
The UPA era had witnessed the
global financial crisisand consequent
worldwide recession during2007-09,
whichwasalsoamajor external shock.
The government’s white paper has
omitted any mention of that global
crisis or the 2016 demonetisation
episode.

Gross value added (GVA) growth in
basicpricesreflectsthe sametrend as
real GDP,withtheaverage growthrate
first rising during UPA I, then falling
during UPAII, risingagaininthe NDA
Iperiodand thenfalling sharply during
NDA II. Most importantly, the ten
years of NDA rule could not provide
any break with the sectoral pattern
of growth witnessed during the UPA
era. Agricultural growth remained
way below the overall GVA growth
rate, with its share in overall GVA
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falling continuously. With the share of
manufacturingand industrial sectors
remaininglargelythe sameunder UPA
and NDA periods, the services sector’s
share in GVA increased from below
48% in 2008-09 to over 54% in GDP.
The Make in India initiative launched
by the NDA, to transform India into
a “global manufacturing hub”, could
not succeed in altering the services-
led growth trajectory.

Real investment and export growth
was significantly higher during the
UPA decade than the NDA’s, which
explains the cause of higher real GDP
growth during the former regime,
despite being interrupted by a global
recession. Privateinvestment (GFCF)
as ashare of nominal GDP during the
UPA decade remained significantly
higher than in the later period. In
contrast, growth during NDA-I was
private consumption led. During
NDA-II's tenure, even real private
consumptiongrowth fell significantly,
making economic growth largely
dependent on the fiscal stimulus.
This is clearly borne out by the rising
fiscal deficitand debt-GDPratiounder
NDA-II.

UPA’sgrowthrecord, although higher
than NDA'’s in magnitude, had three
major problem areas, which the
Finance Ministry’s “"White Paper” has
highlighted. What is missing though
is an honest appraisal of how far the
NDA regime has been able to address
and resolve them.

The most problematic aspect of the
UPA era’s growth process was the
high inflation that accompanied it,
particularly the double digit food
inflation. The new series of CPI data
reflect a sharp decline in the overall
consumer inflation rate by the end
of NDA-I's tenure to 3.4%, but a
resumption of the inflationary trend
under NDA-II, averaging around 6%
annually. As was the case with the
UPAregime, NDA toohasrelied upon
the Reserve Bank of India to try and
control inflation by raising its policy
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interest rate and managing liquidity.
Despite thereporate beinghiked from
4% in mid-2020 to 6.5% in February
last year, where it has been held till
date, the headline inflation rate has
stubbornly ranged between 5-7% in
the past two years, with average food
inflation crossing 7% in 2023-24. This
demonstrates, asitdid duringthe UPA
era, that RBI's repo rate adjustments
have verylittleinfluence onfood price
movements in India.

The NDA regime has done little
to address the major supply side
factors driving food inflation, beyond
imposing ad hoc export bans. Cash
transfer schemes like PM-Kisan or
distribution of free foodgrains to the
poorerhouseholds can provide much
neededincome supportand relief, but
neither cantheyimprove agricultural
productivity nor modernise storage
and marketing of food items like
vegetables, pulses and cereals, whose
prices are driving food inflation
today. The only method conceived
by the NDA to address these issues
was tofacilitate awholesale takeover
of India’s food and agricultural
economy by enacting three farm laws
in September 2020, which had to be
eventuallyrescinded followingayear-
long protestby North Indian farmers.
Since then, the NDA-II government
hasremained as clueless as the UPA-
II was, in dealing with food inflation
and agriculture.

The second problem with UPA’s
growth story was that while exports
grew rapidly, imports grew even
faster, partly due torising global crude
prices, which worsened the current
account balance and increased
external vulnerability. During the
NDAregime, bothexportandimport
growth declined, which impacted
economic growth adversely but
improved the external trade balance.
Further, during the NDA decade, net
FDI inflows increased as a share of
GDP but remittance inflows, which
remained significantly higher than
net FDI inflows, declined compared

tothe UPAdecade. The end-result has
been mixed.

The fall in India’s foreign exchange
reserves during NDA-I could be
reversed during NDA-II, but the rupee
has continued to depreciate vis-a-vis
thedollar. The rupee-dollar exchange
rate,which fell from Rs43to Rs 60 per
dollar during UPArule, hasfalleneven
further to Rs 83 during NDA’s tenure.
In the context of the post-pandemic
surgeinglobalinflationlastyear, rupee
depreciation has only imported the
inflationary trend into the domestic
economy.

The third problem with UPA’s higher
growth and private investment
phase emerged through rising big
ticket corporate defaults, initially
concealed through debtrestructuring,
which ultimately left a huge pile
of legacy non-performing assets
(NPAs) in the banking system. The
Modi government is claiming credit
for restoring the health of the public
sector banks (PSBs) by reducing the
GNPA stock significantly. The fact
remains that while cumulative NPA
reductionunderthe NDA rule through
all recovery channels, including the
Insolvencyand Bankruptcy Code was
around Rs. 10.8lakh crore (till March
2023), NPA write-offs have amounted
to over Rs. 14.8 lakh crore in the same
period.

The PSBs, which accounted for over
Rs.10.65lakh crore of these NPAwrite
offs had to absorb substantial losses
because of NPA provisioning, making
net losses between 2017-18 and 2019-
20. Simultaneously, since 2017-18
massive doses of capital was infused
intothe PSBsand financialinstitutions
like EXIM Bank, IDBI and IIFCL, in
order to bail them out. As disclosed
in the Receipt Budgets, the centre’s
total debt burden onaccount of these
recapitalisationbondshaveincreased
to Rs. 2.90 lakh crore by 2023-24,
and their annual interest expense
of over Rs. 19000 crore is being met
through central government’srevenue

expenditure since 2019-20. Thus,
massive NPA write-offs by the PSBs
have been subsidised through the
public exchequer.

Income and Employment

In the ultimate analysis, the efficacy
ofunionbudgets and macroeconomic
performance needs to be judged in
terms of their impact on the lives of
ordinarypeople. The Finance Minister
claimed in the budget speech that
under NDA rule “People are living
better and earning better, with even
greater aspirations for the future.
Averagerealincome of the people has
increased by fifty per cent.” How true
is this claim?

Official data show that real per
capita income in India, estimated
by inflation adjusted Net National
Income (NNI), registered a growth
of 50.3% during the ten years of UPA
rule. During NDA’s ten year rule, real
per capitaincome grew by 43.6% only,
reflecting a slowdown in inflation
adjustedincome growth across India.

The NDA government often cites
the annual Periodic Labour Force
Survey findings to claim a reduction
in the unemployment rate between
2017-18 and 2022-23. However,
comparable estimates from the NSS
68th round on Employment and
Unemployment Situation in India,
show that unemployment rates,
estimated by both current weekly
status and adjusted usual status,
grew very sharply between 2011-12
to 2017-18.

Moreover, while the unemployment
rates declined between 2017-18 and
2022-23, the open unemployment
rates of 2022-2023 were still higher,
not only vis-a-vis the NSS 68th
round of 2011-12, but compared to
all the eight previous NSS rounds
conducted since 1972-73. The open
unemploymentrates have never been
so highin Indiain the last fifty years.
Unemployment was particularly
high among the urban youth aged
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15 to 29 years and among those with
educational level of secondary and
above.

Even as agriculture’s share in gross
value added has declined to 14.4% in
2023-24, there has been an increase
in the share of workers engaged in
agriculture between2017-18 and 2022-
23. The share of workers engaged in
informal non-agricultural enterprises
hasalsoincreased progressivelysince
2011-12. These trends in employment
status from the PLFS data point
towards growing informalisation of
thelabourforce, contrarytothe official
claims of increased formalisation.

The Finance Minister had claimed
in the budget speech that the
government’s “Skill India Mission”
has trained 1.4 crore youth and 54
lakh youth have been upskilled and
reskilled. However, the dashboard
in the official site of the PM Kaushal
Vikas Yojana shows that out of 1.10
crore certified candidates, only 24.51
lakh, i.e. around 22% who have been
"Reported Placed”. Such excess supply
of skilled workersinthe economyand
growing informalisation is working
as a dampener on wage and earnings
growth.

PLFS data further show that average
earnings of casuallabour innon-public
work to be Rs. 8547 in 2022-23, that of
self-employed workers Rs. 13347 and
that of regular wage/salaried workers
Rs. 20039. While casual labourers’
average earnings have grown by
around 49% in five years since 2017-
18,and regular wage/salaried workers
by 19%, average earnings of self-
employed workers rose by 8.5% only
ingyears. Withannual retail inflation
rate averaging 6% during NDA-II's
tenure, less than 29% annual growth in
average earnings for the self-employed
clearlyindicatesadeclinein theirreal
earnings. 57% of India’s labour force
engaged in self-employment, are
certainlynot“livingbetter and earning
better”,asthe Finance Minister would
want us to believe. B

Budget 2024: Tall claims based on
Half-Truths and Manipulations

CPI(ML) Statement | 1 February 2024

The Interim Budget 2024 is a propaganda piece boasting performance of BJP
Govt of last ten years in an election year by selective use of data, relying on
half-truths and distortions. The budget revised estimates numbers bring out that
the government has not been able to make actual outlays for many of its flagship
programs. The actual revised estimates for F.Y. 2023-24 for much talked about
PM Awas Yojana has been put at Rs 54,103 Crore (Budget 2023 Estimate Rs
79,590 Crore), Swachh Bharat Mission Rs 2,550 Crore (Budget 2023 Estimate
Rs 5,000 Crore) and PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Rs 2100 Crore
(Budget 2023 Estimate Rs 4,000 Crore).

The government has been talking about increasing farmers’ incomes but the real
numbers of revised estimates bring out that Urea subsidy has been slashed to
Rs 1,28,594 Crore in comparison to Actual Expenditure of FY 2022-23 at Rs
1,65,217 Crore and Nutrient based subsidy has been brought to Rs 60,300 Crore
from actual expenditure of Rs 86,122 Crore in FY 20223-23. This is clear that
the government is taking away from one hand from farmers and giving it from
another in the form of PM Kishan Nidhi where farmers are being paid Rs 6,000
per year as income support. The actual cut in urea and nutrient subsidy from
last year of Rs 62,445 Crore is more than the expenditure on PM Kisan Nidhi
of Rs 60,000 Crore. The budgeted provision for urea and nutrient subsidy at Rs
1,19,000 Crore and Rs 45,000 Crore is even less than the actual expenditure
which indicates in direction of further cut in these subsidies.

The budgeted food subsidy of Rs 2,05,250 Crore is lower than revised estimates
of Rs 2,12,332 despite claims of garib kalyan. The much talked about skill
development mission for skilling youth has paltry allocation of Rs 538 Crore for
supposed skilling and reskilling of crores of unemployed and underemployed
youths of the country. The refusal to increase taxes on big corporates and the
ultra-rich has resulted in high fiscal deficit, in revised estimates it is pegged at
5.8 percent of GDP. The Debt to GDP ratio has worsened in ten years from
67% to 82% of GDP. Out of the total revised estimates of Rs 44.90 lakh crore
of total expenditure, Rs 10.55 lakh crore is utilized only in service of interest
payments which is about Rs 1 in every Rs 4. The government has been known
to shift goal posts and create severe distractions and the interim budget 2024
presented today does the same.

The latest RBI Consumer Confidence Survey reveals that more than 80 percent
of the population, which falls under the low income categories — with monthly
earnings of less than Rs. 25000, Rs. 10000 and Rs. 5000 per month — are
facing the brunt of Modi’s economic policies. The people in these income groups
see their economic situation worsened to a great extent during the last one
year. Recently, the Caste Census of Bihar, which also is a reality check for the
whole of India, indicated the actual scale of poverty where SC-ST, OBCs and
minorities are economically more deprived while the general state of economy
has worsened for all.

Modi-Shah regime’s manufactured perception and false claims of economic
growth in the name of Achhe Din and Amrit Kaal, promoted by the rich, are
bound to have the same fate as was of ‘India Shining’ in Atal-Advani era, in the
coming parliamentary elections. |
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BJP’'s Communal Bulldozer in Haldwani

he events of February

I 8 in Banbhoolpura in
Uttarakhand’s ~ Haldwani

show telltale signs of the BJP-
RSS’s script to stroke communal
disharmony. Otherwise, why was
the local administration so eager to
destroy the mosque and Madrasa
when the matter was subjudice by

ignoring the warnings from local
intelligence?

The demolition and police heavy-
handedness sparked public rage, as
people threw stones at the police
and municipal workers and a group
even set fire to a police station. The
policeresponded with “shootat sight”
orders, leaving in its wake at least six
people dead and many more seriously
injured. The entire town was placed
under curfew, with several reports of
violent police retaliation against the
local population.

CPIML Demanded An
Immediate Stop to
Violent Crackdown

CPIML  criticised the  state
administrationand police forinflicting
indiscriminate violence on residents
of Banbhoolpura in Haldwani. The
partyhad asked tostop suchretaliatory
vengeful atrocities on people.

Regarding the demolition drive, the
party has held Nainital DM and SSP
directly responsible for the hastily
and irresponsible action. The court
had not ordered the demolition, but
after the violence the Nainital DM
gave misleading information that the
drive was carried out as per the court
order. In reality, the high court, while
refusing to grant interim relief in the
petition against the demolition, had
posted the next hearingin the caseon
February 14 for further hearing.

CPIML Uttarakhand State Secretary
Indresh Maikhuri noted that such
ghastly violence by police and

administration on one side and
residents of a Muslim dominated
area on the other was unprecedented
in the entire history of Uttarakhand.
The police are raiding houses in the
name of search operationand brutally
beating up people, not sparing even
women and children. Widespread
arrests were carried out under UAPA
or NSA.

In view of increasing crackdown, on
February 10, a delegation of CPIML
and other INDIA coalition leaders
and civil society representatives met
the Uttarakhand Governor seeking
a high level judicial inquiry into
Haldwani violence. A memorandum
was also submitted to the National
Minorities Commission on February
22 condemning the crackdown
on Banbhoolpura residents and
reiterated the demand for high level
judicial injury.

A Pattern

Banbhoolpura, a Muslim majority
locality, has long been in the target
list of right-wing forces and the BJP
government in the state. In 2022, the
area witnessed massive protests by
thelocalsagainst the move by Pushkar
Singh Dhamigovernmenttodemolish
houses of more than 4000 families.
The BJP government claimed that the
land belonged to the railways, and it
was acting on a court order. Dhami,
alongwith the Sanghmachinery,leftno
stone unturned tovilify the protesters
and delegitimise their demands. The
demolition was stayed by the Supreme
Courtin2023,statingthat suchalarge
number of people can'tbe thrown out
of their homes overnight.

Inthe pasttwoyears,across the state of
Uttarakhand, several mazar and other
structures of Muslims communities
have been aggressively razed to
ground either by the government
machinery or BJP-RSSbacked groups.
These targeted demolition drives are

fomented by chief minister Dhami
himself. Dhami, while addressing a
gatheringin Nainital district, on April
7, 2023, declared, “It has been found
that at more than 1,000 locations,
either a mazar or other such illegal
structures have been constructed.
When these locations are dug up,
no remains are found. Such acts of
encroachment will not be allowed.”
Accordingtoreports, by August 2023,
the ‘demolition drives’ razed around
465 mazars/ Muslim structures.

Thereisaclear ‘bulldozer raj’ pattern
visible of using the state machinery
to build up fear and corner the
minority community to the extent
of provocation followed by heavy
police repression and then holding
the aggrieved minority members
themselves responsible for the
happenings.

The Question of
Nazul Land

As was in the case of the 2022
demolition drive, the Banbhoolpura
mosque and madarsa that was
demolished on February 8 was built
on Nazul land. Nazul land refers to
non-agriculturalland thatis owned by
the governmentwhich canbeleased to
familiesand,in some cases, even given
asfreehold. Althoughitbelongstothe
government, Nazullandisnotdirectly
administered by the state authority. In
fact, the majority of Haldwani town
rests on Nazul land.

Most of the residents on Nazul lands
pay taxes and have patta (lease) to
prove the ownershipand even Aadhaar
cards, but according to activists, the
BJP government is systematically
denying rights to Muslim applicants
in relation to these lands.

Tales of Repression

A fact-finding report released by
Association for Protection of Civil
Rights (APCR), ‘Bulldozing Peace:
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State Violence and Apathyin Muslim Settlements
of Haldwani’ documents disturbing information
from Banbhoolpura post the February 8incident.

Accordingtotheinterimreport, theentireareais
engulfedinfearand dread. Therearediscrepancies
in official accounts regarding casualties and
arrests, along with alleged brutality during raids
and detentions, which raise questions about the
police efficiency and intentions.

“The state government led by Chief Minister
Pushkar Dhami and radical right-wing citizen
groups have together contributed to a highly
polarising narrative with many disturbing
elements. One strand of this discourse is about
creating Uttarakhand as a ‘Devbhoom{’, the holy
land for Hindus, which would have no place
for other religious minorities. Other strands
of this divisive discourse include unsupported
extravagant claims of aseries of “Jihad” allegedly
waged by the Muslim population of the state
including ‘Love Jihad’, ‘Land Jihad’, ‘Vyapar
Jihad’,and ‘Mazar Jihad’. The consequence of this
discourse has been calls for economic and social
boycotts of Muslims. The eviction of Muslim
tenantsfromhousesand shopsand demandsand
threatstothemtoleave the state”, said thereport.

Using the Banbhoolpura incident, BJP-RSS
ecosystem is attempting to dehumanise the
Muslim community with several incidents of
ostracisingMuslimfamiliesand shopkeepersbeing
reported from the state. Just after Banbhoolpura
incidents there were manyincidents when Muslim
shopkeepers and vendors in Hindu majority
localities in Haldwani were threatened and not
allowed to conduct their business by organised
Hindutva groups. Violent calls for economic and
social boycott of Muslims and threats for them to
leave the state are beingissued by Sangh groups to
bulldoze the pluralist traditions of Uttarakhand.

Theincidents of violence in Haldwanireflect the
Sangh’s ployto otherise and ghettoise the Muslim
community. B

40 UP Dalit Activists Convicted
in 29-Year-Old Fabricated Case

Com. Ramkishore Verma

rural landless poor, in Uttar Pradesh’s Deoria district, were

_M convicted and sentenced to 10 years life imprisonment in a

29yearsold fabricated case filed by feudal forces to suppress the
CPIML-led people’s movement for rights and dignity.

I nareprehensible act of injustice, 40 dalit activists, primarily

The court in Deoria ruled against the activists who led a peaceful
protest under the banner of Indian People’s Front (IPF) on 17
January 1995 against oppression and slavery by the feudal forces
inRam Baluanvillage. During the protest, the upper-caste feudals
opened fire, killingawomanand child, injuring several protesters.
Comrade Ramkishore Verma was shot at and brutally beaten up.

Acasewasfiled against thisattack, butin collusion with the police,
themurderersalsofiledacounter-case. Fifty-nine people, including
sevenminors, werenamed in the counter-case filed by the attackers.
Ten died during the trial. While the court convicted the peaceful
protesters, three out of four criminals who attacked the peaceful
protestandkilledawomenandachild wereacquitted by the same
court.

CPIML seniorleader and UP State Committee member Ramkishore
Verma, AIARLA Deoriadistrict president Prabhunath Paswan and
party’s district committee members Chhotelal Kushwaha and
Nathuni Sharma, Radhakishun and Jalesar Patel are among 40
people convicted under IPC sections 395 & 397.

The CPIMLleader Rajesh Sahnihassaid the partywill filean appeal
againstthejudgementinthehigher court. A statewide protest was
organised by CPIML on February19 against this travesty of justice.

Under the Yogi led BJP regime, the confidence of criminals
and feudal elements has reached its peak. In collusion with the
government, these forces have unleashed false cases against CPIML
members and other democratic activists.

Inanotherincident, activistsin Mirzapur have beenfalselycharged,
jailed and expelled from the district under the instigation of BJP
henchmen. In Azamgarh, a CPIML local committee member,
Rajendra Ram,was sent tojail on 14 February after he was charged
inafabricated case. B

28 | MARCH 2024 | LIBERATION - CENTRAL ORGAN OF CPI(ML)



The Case of Ram Baluan Village
and the Court Verdict

4 RAJESH SAHNI

he echo of anti-feudal
I struggles in districts of Bihar
inthe8osalsoreverberatedin
borderingdistricts of Uttar Pradesh.
Next to Siwan in Bihar is Deoria
district of UP where rural poor,
mainly from dalits and backward
communities, started organising
themselves under the banner of
Indian People’s Front (IPF), an
organization of CPIML in Khurvasia
Chanda village of Bankata block.
Dalits in Khushia village revolted
against upper caste feudals’ dictates
that forced the people into begaari
(slave labour) and also prohibited
them from basic rights like sitting
onacot.

These feudal practices, as well
as usury and physical attacks by
landlords, as well as police, started
facing resistance with people rising-
up. This infuriated the upper castes.
Peoplelike Bhola Gupta, Prabhunath
Paswan and Barrister Chauhan of
Baluan village contacted IPF cadres
to invite them to their village.

DukhiLal, Vyas Laland Ajay Lal were
dreaded feudals of Baluan known
for their oppressive acts of usury,
slavery, and theft of cattles of lower
caste people. People from Paswan,
Lohar, Kushwaha and Gupta castes
organised themselves under the IPF
banner against the feudal domination
of Dhukhi Lal.

The enraged Dukhi Lal began to
attack IPF cadresand active members
in the village. In one such incident,
his gang attacked a local IPF leader
Amarnath Sahwhowas campaigning
for the national rally to be held in
Delhi in 1989. He was able to escape
by hiding in a house, which was then
surrounded by goons. The next
day, 500-600 villagers from nearby
reached the spot and freed him. This

built up some pressure on the feudal
forces tothe extent that DukhiLalhad
topubliclyapologised inapanchayat
meeting, although tension continued
as before.

Meanwhile, AISA leaderat Allahabad
University, Ramkishore Verma
decided to dedicate himself to the
struggles of the poor and oppressed.
As a full-time activist, he began
workingintheareaaround Khurvasia
and Baluanvillages. By this time dalit
upsurge against feudal domination
had spread and sharpened and the IPF
hadalsoemerged asastrongpolitical
force in the region. This also led to
a counter reaction among feudals
who strengthened their links with
organised gangs in adjoining Bihar
districts, also they started filing
false cases and giving fabricated
information to police against IPF
leaders. This was the socio-political
reality at that time, and the police
usually supported the feudals and
supressed dalitassertions for dignity
and equality.

On 17 January 1995, Chhotelal
Kushwaha was attacked while he
was on his bicycle by a henchman
of Vyas Lal. The enraged villagers
called for a meeting, which was
attended by Ramkishore Verma.
The villagers decided to meet Dukhi
Lal the next morning. Dukhi Lal got
the information about this meeting
and called Vyas Lal and his gang to
be present in the morning. When
villagers reached his house in the
morning, they saw goons deployed on
therooftops with firearms. Suddenly,
they faced a volley of bullets that
killed one woman and a child.

Comrade Ramkishore Verma was
grievously injured in the firing.
In the absence of any police and
medical help, villagers blocked the

highway in protest with the dead
body of the child. After the police
came, theinjured Ramkishore Verma
was taken to the police station on
the pretext of treatment, where he
was kept until evening and then
sent to the Gorakhpur Medical
College. The police kept him in
custody even in hospital and later
filed a fake FIR against 59 people
including Ramkishore Verma on the
instructions of Dukhi Lal and Vyas
Lal.

They were implicated in a case of
dacoityandgrievousattackunder 395,
397andadozen othersections of IPC.
Allsgwere senttojail, whichincluded
7 minors. Villagers filed a case of
murders and attempt to murder on
the accused. The police only made
Ajai Lal, Munna and two others as
accused, while letting off the prime
accused of the murder. Later, Dukhi
Laland hismentried to pressurise the
villagers towithdraw the FIR, but they
refusedand decided to carryforward
with struggle for justice.

After 29 years, on 12 February 2024
Upper District Session Court in
Deoria found 40 people guilty of
dacoity and grievous attack and
announced a punishment of 10 years
imprisonment and Rs. 1000 fine for
each. During hearings, ten out of the
s59haddied,and seven minorswere set
free. All 40 people were transferred
from Deoria jail to Benaras jail on 17
February 2024.

Meanwhile, in the case filed byvillages
against the feudal criminals for firing
and murders, only one of them was
given a life sentence and three were
acquitted.

This injustice done to the steadfast
fighters for dalit rights, dignity and
equality, will not be break people’s
determination and struggle. The
flames of resistance that were lit
will continue to engulf the forces of
oppression that today are in the form
of BJP-RSSrule. B
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Anti-Fascist Rally at Thanjavur

Tamil Nadu unit of CPIML
organised an Anti-Fascist
Rally on Feb 1 in Thanjavur
which has a revolutionary tradition
of anti-feudal struggles of agricultural
labourers. Several cadres of CPIML in
the district, including Chandrasekar
and Chandrakumar of Manalur, have
sacrificed their lives in militant
struggles in this region. The rally
waswellreceived by various quarters.
Thousands of CPIML cadres joined
the rally and convention which
was party’s one of the biggest
mobilisations in the recent past.

Against the backdrop of the political
coup in Bihar, the conspiracy in
Jharkhand and the brazen stealing of
the mayoral election in Chandigarh,
leaders of CPI, CPI(M) and INDIA
constituentslike INC, DMK and VCK
alsojoinedinthisimpressive assembly
and renewed the resolve to defeat the
tyrannical Modi regime and foil the
Sangh brigade’s fascist design.

The rally resolved to fight out fascist
forces in Tamil Nadu who are trying
to take roots invoking Tamil gods,
Tamil heritage, etc. linking with
Kashi. They try to use every division
insocietyincluding caste and religious
sentiments. ED is being extensively
pressed into service to frame up
charges, threaten and pull political
friends, including the functionaries of
Naam Thamizhar Katchi (We, Tamils
Party) led by Seeman. AIADMK led by
Edappadiisbeingthreatenedtoreturn

to the alliance. Modi has unusually
written a long obituary on Vijaya
Kanth, who recently passed away, to
attractthe supportbase of the DMDK
(Desiya Marumalarchi Dravidar
Kazhakam - National Dravidian
Renaissance Party). Tamil Nadu BJP
is leading a state level yatra covering
alldistricts,whichisadamp squiband
failed to evoke anybigresponse. Modi
was campingin Rameshwaram for days
togetherintherunuptotheinaugural
ceremony of Ram Temple in Ayodhya.

“Overthrow Fascism - Victory to
India” was the theme of the massive
Convention. Thousands of party
members, workers, rural poor,
peasants, youth and students from
variousdistricts participated. Some of
thelocal cadres and leaders of INDIA
alliance parties also joined.

Comrade Dipankar addressed the
rallyists as chief guest and called
upon people to defeat BJP regime in
the coming Lok Sabha elections. He
also emphasised on broader unity of
alloppositionforces. Onlyasustained
mass movement against the BJP on
basic issues of the people can only
be the best answer to the communal,
corporate fascist forces, he said. He
said, “I saw the great resolve of the
people of Tamil Nadu to defeat the
fascistforcesandIsawaveryreassuring
unityofall the INDIA partiesin Tamil
Nadu during the event organized by
VCK on January 26. Today, on 1st of
February, in Thanjavur, I see similar
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unity and similar resolve among the
people. Tamil Naduisin the forefront
of the all-India opposition to the
fascist forces and I congratulate you
foryourunity,foryour determination
and for your struggles.”

He further added, “So this is why,
ahead of the 2024 elections, of course
electionsareimportant, whatis more
important is our unity on the ground
and our struggles on the ground.
Tamil Nadu has been the bastion of
communist movementand anti-caste
movement. Thisistheland of Periyar.
The land of rationalist movement
against superstitions, against feudal
violence, against the violence of
dominant castes. This is movement
we need to rebuild. We need to
intensify our struggles across Tamil
Nadu. Carryforward, the communist
flag, the red flag, holding high, along
with all the friendly parties, all social
justice forces, here. I would appeal
for the unity and consolidation of the
forces of socialjustice, of the forces of
human dignity, of the forces of caste
annihilationsoastodecimate the caste
system, caste oppression, communal
violence and communal bigotryin this
country.”

VCK leader comrade Thol.
Thirumavalavan, MP, the Chief Media
Coordinator of the headquarters
of DMK, DKS Elangovan, State
secretary of CPI(M) K Balakrishnan,
state secretary of CPI Mutharasan
and the district Congress president
representing the state president KS
Alagiri addressed the rallyists. Mr KS
Alagiri, despite reaching Thanjavur
could not reach the meeting venue as
he fell ill.

TKS Elangovan said that the BJP has
only renamed the British acts into
Hindi, but the essence remains the
same. The people of the country are
being deceived and assured that the
DMKwill always stand with the forces
like CPIML and likeminded partiesin
the battle against fascism.

Thol. Thirumavalavan said that he
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chose to attend the CPIML rally to be among
the toiling masses instead of attending the
Parliament on the same day and listen to the
BJP government’s manipulations of taxes,
allocations and the interim budget. He said
thatitwas more fruitful tojoin the rally to save
democracy, to save the country organised by
the CPIML at Thanjavur and to be among the
people and CPIML who work for the victory
of the INDIA alliance. He also thanked the
CPIML General Secretary for attending the
VCK Convention on 26 January at Trichy.
VCKhasalwaysworked withleftand Dravidian
parties because VCK itself is a party that has
maintained left politics asits core. Left politics
isamore principled one thathas challenged the
domination of castes by sacrificing their lives.
The BJP is scared of the Left because they are
theirideological adversaries. The BJP doesnot
onlytalkabout Congress-mukt Bharatbutalso
about Communist-mukt Bharat.

Comrade Balakrishnanappreciated the efforts
of the CPIML to intensify the struggle against
fascism. The Hindus and Muslims fought
unitedly against the British in the course of
the struggle for independence, while the RSS
was resorting to communal riots to divide the
struggling unity. The RSS also killed Mahatma
Gandhi who worked for the unity of Hindus
and Muslims. He criticised Modi for mixing
religion with the state by visiting temples after
temples to propagate the launch of Ram Temple
in Ayodhya. Theyarehell bent onimplementing
CAA. Theyarealso suspected for manipulating
EVMs in their favour.

Comrade Mutharasan congratulated the CPIML
for undertaking the task of fighting fascism.
He also recalled BJP’s role in toppling the UF
government of VP Singh for implementing
Mandal Commission recommendations.

Thedistrict secretary of the Congress said that
we should take up the weapon of ideas to fight
fascismand to defend democracy. He appealed
tomake INDIAalliance victoriousin the coming
elections in order to save democracy.

The rally was presided by Pazha Asaithambi,
state secretary of CPIML in Tamil Nadu,
welcomed by Kannaian, district secretary and
vote of thanks by SM Rajendran, city secretary.
The rally was also addressed by Shankar
V and Balasundaram, Chandramohan and
Balasubramanian.

National Conference of
All India Municipal and
Sanitation Workers Federation

Sanitation Workers was held on 3-4 February 2024 in

Bengaluru. As part of the conference, a cultural session
was organised, which was attended by hundreds of sanitation
workers from Bangalore. 'Porakeya Haadu’ (Song of the Broom),
a theatrical performance on the lives of sanitation workers was
staged, followed by amusical performance by Pragati Kala Tanda.
Com Maniyamma and Com Suresh, safaikaramchis working in
the city of Bengaluru, and leaders in the BBMP Powrakarmikara
Sangha were the main protaganists in the play.

The 3rd all India conference of the All India Municipal and

Comrade Rajiv Dimri, All India Central Council of Trade Unions
(AICCTU) delivered the inaugural address and insisted that
municipal and sanitation workers should defeat the BJP in the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections. The RSS-BJP dream of Hindu
Rashtrais an attack on workers and Dalits. Itisaiming to replace
the constitution with the Manu Smriti of barbarian era. Modi is
washing the feet of sanitation workers only to use it for publicity
blitzkrieg. The government has not made any efforts to improve
the living and working conditions of sanitation workers while
trumpeting about Swachch Bharat. The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
has only perpetuated caste discrimination and manual scavenging.
We must defeat the BJP in 2024, he added. He also called upon
workers tomake the Industrial strike and Rural Bandh on February
16, called by all Central Trade Unions and the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha, a grand success. He also emphasised the need for
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municipal workers to take an active
part to fight against the anti-worker
policies of the Union Government.

The report was presented by
the General Secretary of the
federation ~Comrade Shyamlal
Prasad and delegates actively
and enthusiastically joined the
deliberations. The conference
was conducted by a presidium
elected by the house consisting of
comrades Uday Bhat, Chandrasekhar
Kumar, Santosh Kumar, Sobha,
Balasubramanian, Mahendra Parida,
Srinivas Rao, Nirmala, Sucheta
and Mahesh Kumar Singh. The
deliberations were translated into
multiple languages from the stage.

The conference resolved to change
the name of the federation to “All
India Municipal and Sanitation
Workers Federation (AIMSWF)
in order to synchronise it with the
expanding practiceamongsanitation
workers that extends beyond
municipalities too. The conference
also resolved to launch an all India
campaign against the BJP which is
deceiving municipal and sanitation
workers with its rhetoric and lies.
The campaign is expected to begin
on 15th March or so which will be
subsequently decided by the newly
elected committee soon.

The Conference also unanimously
elected a 39-member National
Executive Committee which, inturn,
elected 18-member committee of
Office Bearers. Comrade Uday Bhat
waselectedasthePresident,Comrade
Nirmala as the Working President
and Comrade Mahindra Parida as
the General Secretary. Comrade
Shyamlal Prasad, the founding
General Secretary of the federation
paved the way for the election of
new facesinto the committee andits
leadership. Comrade Shyamlalji was
directlyleadingthe federation, since
its inception, to spread its wings all
over the country, until the age of
91 and will continue to inspire and

guide the organisation as the Vice
President.

Comrade Shankar, all India President
of AICCTU, inhis concludingaddress
tothe conference said, “Defeat Modi!
Save Workers!” shall be the slogan of
an all-India campaign from March
onwards till the parliamentary
elections.

Com. Shankar said: “We keep saying
that Modi should be defeated.
Because if Modi comes back to power,
thereisno question of regularisation
which is one of the most important
demands of sanitation workers
today. If sanitation workers should
getminimum wages, Modi should be
defeated in 2024 elections because
the Labour Codes say that minimum
wage isnot mandatoryand onlyfloor
wages to the tune of Rs 4500, as on
date, is sufficient for workers. Hence,
Modi should be stopped at any cost.

We talk about dignity. But Modi is
dreaming of Manu Smriti in place
of the constitution written by Dr
Ambedkar. The fight for the dignity
of sanitation workers includes a
sustained campaign against Manu
Smriti which is nothing but a script
for slavery of the working class,
particularly the sanitation workers
who are the most downtrodden
in the society. We should expose
Manu Smriti and carry the message
among the municipal and sanitation
workers.

We always talk about permanency
and wages. But, that’s not enough.
We should also talk about health,
education of children and housing.
Thehazardoussanitationworkshould
be replaced by machines and the
children of sanitation workers should
not be a sanitation worker anymore.
But, Modi says that workers should
onlyengage in the occupation of their
parentsand the family. Vishwakarma
Yojanaisnothingbuta conspiracyto
maintain caste-based occupationand
the caste hierarchy which should be
opposed tooth and nail.
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Comrade Shankar also gave a call to
take up and achieve a target of one
lakh membership before the AICCTU
all India conference at the end of
2024. He also called upon workers
to March to Parliament to assert the
demands of municipal and sanitation
workers at an appropriate time.

The federation is undergoing a
transition. It is very much crucial to
develop municipal and sanitation
workers as the vanguard of the
society.

AIMWF President Comrade Uday
Bhat said, “It is only due to the
working-class movement that the
Modi Government has not been
able to implement the anti-labour
codes. The workers must unitedly
fight against the BJP and RSS to
safeguard the lives and livelihoods
of sanitation and municipal workers.
The dignity in the life of sanitation
workers is not a charity to be
awarded by someone butaright ofall
sanitationand other segments of the
working class as a whole. The newly
elected office bearers Comrade
Nirmala, the Working President
and comrade Mahendra Parida, the
General Secretary reaffirmed their
commitment towards fulfilling the
responsibilities assigned by the
conference.

Comrade Clifton, all India secretary
of AICCTU, proposed a definition
of sanitation workers to cover all
sections of workers who are related
to solid waste management and also
came down heavily on the practice
of outsourcing and against urban
governance being handed over
to the undemocratic structure of

companies and CEOs.
Comrade  Maitreyi  Krishnan
honoured the volunteers who

tirelesslyworkedforthesuccessofthe
conference. The conference ended
with a positive note of marching
ahead steadfastly to implement the
resolutions of the conference. B
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Conference of VCK

he conference on 26 January,
I the republic day, hosted
by Viduthalai Chiruthaikal
Katchi (VCK - Liberation Tigers
Party) reverberated with the slogan of
Jai Bhim - Jai Democracyagainst the
Jai Shriram of the communal fascist
forces. The conference was attended
bylakhs of people fromall over Tamil
Nadurepresentingalmostalldistricts.
The enthusiastic participation of
largest number of youths inspired a
lotofhope and confidenceamongall
the parties thatjoined the conference.
VCK is definitely an emerging major
political force of Dalits in the state
with overwhelming Left moorings.

The conference was addressed by the
General Secretaries of CPI, CPIM
and CPIML along with the president
of DMK and the Chief Minister of
Tamilnadu MK Stalin. The keyleaders
of Congress, DK, IUML, MDMK,
MMK, TVK and AAP also addressed
the conference.

The preamble of the constitution was
displayed at the centre of the stage,
consistent with the central theme
of the conference, The Democracy
Will be Victorious. The portraits of
Ambedkar, Marx and Periyar were
displayed in the stage.

The ChiefMinister MK Stalin said that
therule of BIPwasagainstdemocracy
and federalism which was exposed in
its dismantling of special status to
Jammu and Kashmir. He appealed for
the consolidation of oppositionforces
andvotesinthestatein ordertodefeat
BJPinthe coming Lok Sabhaelections.

Comrade Thirumavalavan narrated
the disastrous actions of the Modi-
Shah duo in last ten years since the
BJP assumed power at the union
government. He also critiqued that
the BJP aim is to establish Brahmin
Raj which is why the country’s
constitution written by Dr Ambedkar
is their top most adversary.

Comrade Dipankar said “In a
democracy, the governmentiselected
bythe people. We have a parliamentary
democracy where the government is
answerable to the people. But now
PM Modi says he has been chosen
by God, his supporters even call him
an incarnation of God, and he hardly
attends Parliament, never holds a
press conference, never listens to the
people.

“From a modern secular democratic
republic, we are being pushed in
the direction of what can only be
called a corporate backed theocratic

monarchy. The Constitutiondescribed
IndiaasaUnion of States. That federal
frameworkisalsobeingturned upside
down. The states are being reduced
to extensions of Delhi Darbar ruled
by agents of the Union Government.

“The need of the hour is to unite and
save the country from this fascist
offensive and stop the destruction
and disaster the fascist regime is
inflicting everyday in every sphere.
We have to unite as extensively and
fightasresolutelyas our predecessors
had done during the freedom
movement.Justasseveralideological
streams had united in the battle for
freedom from British colonial rule,
today Communists and socialists,
Ambedkarites and  Periyarists,
Gandhians and Nehruvians will all
have to come together to protect
the highest gains of the freedom
movement - the Constitution and
the goal ofasovereign socialist secular
democratic republic.

“Tamil Naduhasbeenin the forefront
of opposition to the fascist Modi
regime and the RSS-BJP conspiracy
to divide the people and destroy
democracy. It has also not allowed
the BJP to grow as an electoral force.
Iamsureinthe comingelections Tamil
Nadu will again give a fitting rebuff to
the BJP. Therest of the countryisalso
getting ready to dethrone the Modi
regime. Let us unite and fight and
fight to win.”

Comrade Pazha Asaithambi, the
state secretary of CPIML extended
solidarity with the struggles of VCK
against fascism and in the battle for
democracy.

Comrade Shankar V, Polit-Bureau
member and In-charge of Tamil
Nadu, Central Committee Member
Balasundaram,  Trichy  district
secretary Desikan, Pudukottaidistrict
secretary VM Valathan, Karur district
secretary Ramachandran, SCMs C
Rangaswamyand Raj Kumarwere also
present. B
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The Memorial Meeting of Comrade
John K Erumely at Thrissur

The first death anniversary of former
state secretary of CPIML, Kerala,
comrade JohnK Erumelywas observed
at Thrissur on 11 February. The
memorial programme was presided
bythe state secretaryJohnson Ambatt
and the participantswere welcomed by
Ajithan, district secretaryof Thrissur.

Shankar V, Polit Bureau Member,
inaugurated the memorial meeting
and fondly remembered great
contributions of comrade John
K Erumely in keeping aloft the
revolutionary banner of the party in
the state of Kerala.

In addition, comrade Shankar
expressed his concerns about the
intentions of LDF government to
replace OPS (Old Pension Scheme)
with New Assured Pension Scheme,

instead of scrapping anti-worker NPS
and restoration of OPS. Similarly, he
also pointed out the assertions of
LDF to follow the corporate path
of development along the lines of
Vizhinjam Port and K-Rail in place of
apro-people path of development. The
hurrytoestablish foreign universities
inKeralawasalsoamatter of concern.

Comrade Shankar called upon the
people of Kerala against the social
engineering and communal designs
of BJP in the state which can cause a
havoc in the lives of the people of the
state. Healso explained that defeating
BJP is directly related to the lives of
the working masses as the anti-worker,
anti-people legislations, including
Labour Codes, are waiting on the
wings forimplementation. Heinsisted
that “Defeat BJP to Save Workers and

the people” should be the slogan of the
people’s movements.

Chandramohan, the Central
Committee Member of the party paid
histributestocomradeJohnK Erumely
and elaborated on various facets of
fascisminthe country. Healsoinvited
the attention of participants to the
challenges of building an alternative
Left movement in the state while
defendingthe Left politicsin general.

Comrade Rajesh K Erumely who was
presentalongwithhis mother, thelife
partner of comrade JohnK,addressed
themeetingand assured topublish the
biographyof comrade John K Erumely
in Englishbynext memorial dayalong
with another book on Naxalbari
movement.

The members of State Leading
team of the party OP Kunjupillai,
Venugopal, Sujith, Shivashankaran
and Joy Peter also addressed the
memorial meeting. B

CPIML Fact-Finding Team Visits

Sandeshkhali

20-member CPI(ML)
delegation led by party
Central Committee

member Indrani Dutta today visited
Sandeshkhali. Other members of the
delegationincluded State Committee
members Chandrasmita Choudhury
and Archana Ghatak, senior trade
unionleader Basudev Basu, Secretary
of North 24 Parganas District
Committee  Subrata  Sengupta,
Secretary of South 24 Parganas

District Committee Kishore Sarkar
and several other leading activists
of greater Kolkata region. The
delegation formed several teams to
covernearlyadozenvillages and talk
to more than ahundred families. On
the basis of the their interaction
with the local people the delegation
prepared amemorandum of demands
and submitted it tothe BDO and SHO
of Sandeshkhali.

The delegation found tremendous
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anger among the local people against
TMC leaders Shibu Hazra and Uttam
Sardarandtheirboss Sheikh Shahjahan
over rampant extortion and assault
on people’s livelihood and liberties
including instances of harassment
of women. The delegation therefore
demanded strong administrative and
judicialmeasurestoinspireconfidence
among the people including arrest of
all culprits, formation of women'’s cell
in local police stations and payment
of compensation to all victims of loot
and extortion.

Sandeshkhali and adjoining areas
have been a major centre of peasant
movement and social harmony since
the historic Tebhaga movement in
the 1940s and 1950s. Dalits, Adivasis,
Muslims have beenlivingin peace and
harmony for decades. The delegation
condemned the BJP’sattemptstouse
the people’s anger in Sandeshkhali
to spread hate and lies and promote
its political agenda of communal
polarisation. ®



Giridih District Conference of

CPIML

The13thdistrict conference of CPIML
in Giridih was held on 17-18 February
in Mirzaganj of Jamua block. The
conference was preceded by a Jan
Sankalp March which was led by
comrades Dipankar Bhattacharya,
Janardan Prasad, Vinod Singh,
Manoj Bhakt and Rajkumar Yadav. A
large number of people and delegates
marched with the slogans on a five
kilometre stretch of road up to the
Conferencevenue. The campuswhere
the conferencewasheld was dedicated
tothememoryof Comrade Kartik Das
and the conference hall was renamed
after Comrade Ibnul Hasan Basru. The
conference began with the hoisting of
red flag by veteran communist leader
Tribhuvan Ram followed by floral
tributes to the martyrsand one minute
silence in their memory.

Comrade Dipankar in his address in
the open session said this conference
is held in the land of struggles by
comrades Mahendra Singh and
Ibnul Hasan Basru whose legacy we

cherish. At a time when the Supreme
Court has declared Electoral Bonds
as unconstitutional then how the
government led by the party which
came to power with the help of those
bonds be considered legitimate!
Jharkhand foiled the BJP attempt to
destabilise the state government by
arresting Hemant Soren. Our leader
and MLA Vinod Singh was at the
forefronttofoil this fascist conspiracy
inside the Vidhan Sabha as well as
outside. CPIML has won the hearts
and confidence of the state’s Adivasi
and democracy loving people and we
are confident that the revolutionary
red flag of Mahendra Singh, Ibnul
Hasan Basruand Gurudas Chatterjee
will be victorious in forthcoming
parliamentary  elections  from
Koderma.

Vinod Singh, Politburo member
and MLA from Bagodar, said for a
very long time BJP candidates have
been elected from Koderma but the
fulfilment of people’s aspirations has
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never beenonthis party’sagenda. The
Raghuvar Das and Babulal Marandi’s
tenuresas chiefminister were marred
by huge corruption. The CPIML has
fought this kind of corrupt politics
with intense mass mobilisations and
effectiveinterventionsinside the state
Assembly.

Rajkumar Yadav, state committee
member, reiterated the party’sresolve
to fight for the rights of workers and
peasantsinthedistrictand strengthen
the struggles for Mica mining workers,
for forestrights,and against evictions
and displacements of poor in the
district.

The open session was presided over
by Ashok Paswan and conducted
by Vijay Pandey. Comrade Vinod
Singh presented the work report
which was passed by the house after
discussions. The conference elected
a 51-member District Committee
which elected Comrade Janardan
Prasad unanimously. Comrade
Bhubaneshwar Bediawas the Observer
for this conference. B

Shankar Pandey
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